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AMELIA. 



BOOK IV. 

CHAP. I. 

Containing very nr/fterious Matter. 

MISS Mathews did not in the 
leaft fall fhort of Mr. Bootl) in 
Expreffions of Tendernefs. Her 
Eyes, the mod: eloquent Orators on fqch 
Occafions, exerted their utmoft Force ; and 
at the Conclufion of his Speech, Jhe caft a 
Look as languijhingly fweet^ as ever Qeopatra 
gave to ^tbony. In real faft, this Mr* 
Booth had been her firit Love, and had 
made thofe Imprefldons on her young Heart, 
which the Learned in this Branch of Philo- 
fophy affirm, and perhaps truly, are never 
to be eradicated. 

Vol. II. B When 
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When Booth had finiftied his Story, a 
Silence enfued of fotne Minutes ; an Inter- 
val which the Painter would defcribe much 
better than the Writer. Some Readers may 
however be able to make pretty pertinent 
Conjeflures by what I have faid above, 
efpecially when they are told that Mifs il£s- 
thews broke the Silence by a Sigh, and cried* 

• why is Mr. Booth unwilling to allow mc 

• the Happinefs of thinking my Misfor- 

• tunes have been of fome little Advantage 

• to him ? Sarc the happy Jmelia would 

• not be fo fclfilh to envy me that Pleafure. 

• No i not if (he was as much the fondcft 

• as (he is the happicft: of Women. Good 

• Heavens! Madam,' faid he, * do you 

• call my poor Jmelia the happieft .of 
' Women? ' Indeed I do,' anfwered fhe 
brilkly. — ' O Mr. Boelb, there is a Speck 
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the happy Jmclia in thofe Days was un- 
known ; Heaven had not then given her 
a Profpeft of the Happinefs it intended 
her — but yet it did intend it her : For 
fure there is a Fatality in the Affairs of 
Love ; and the more I reflect on my own 
Life> the more I am convinced of it. O 
Heavens ! how a thouf'^d little Circum- 
dances crowd into my Mind. When you 
firfl marched into ourTown, you had then 
the Colours in your Hand ; as you paffed, 
under the Window where I flood, my 
Glove by accident dropt into the Street ; 
you ftopt, took up my Glove, and put- 
ting it upon the Spike belonging to your 
Colours, lifted it up to the Window. 
Upon this, a young Lady, who ftood by, 
faid. So, Mifs, the young Offioer hath 
accepted your Challenge. I blulh'd then, 
and I bluih now, when I confefs to you, 
I thought you the prettied young Fellovf 
I had ever feen ; and, upon my Soul, I 
believe you was then the prettied Fellow 
in the World' •—? Boolb here made a low 

Bow, and cried-^^ O dear Madam, how 
ignorant was I of my own Happinefs !* 
Would you really have thought fo ? * an- 

fwered (he, * however, there is fome Polite- 
nefs, if there be no Sincerity in what you 

I fay/ Here the Govcriior of. the ^n- 

B 2 chanted 
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chanted Caftte intarupted* and entering the 
Room without any Ceremony, acquainted 
the Lady and Gentleman, that it was lock- 
ing^jp time ■, and addrclling Bcolhy by the 
Name -of Captain, aikcd him if he would ^ 
not ple^e to have a Bed ; .adding, that he 
might have one in the next Room to the 
Lady, but that it would come dear; for 
diat he never let a Bed in that Room under 
a Guinea, dqi -could be afford it chewier to 
his Father. 

Ko Anfwer was made to this Fropofal & 
but Mils Mathews, who had already leamc 
Ibmc of die Ways of the Houfe, faid, flic 
bcUcved Mr. Booth would like to drink a 
Glafs of fwnething ; upon which, the Go- 
▼CTDor immediately trumpeted forth the 
Fraifes of his Rack- Punch, and without 
wuting ioit any farther Oxnmands, pre- 
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* but I expeft a C6hfideration for thofe 

* Matters. For my Part, I don*t enquire 

* into what doth not concern me ; but 

* fingle and double arc two things. If I 

* lock up double, I expeft half a Guinea ; 

* and Vm fure the Captain cannot think 

* that's out of the way — It is but the Price 

* of a Bagnio.* 

Mifs MatbewT^s Face became of the Co- 
lour of Scarlet at thofe Words — However, 
fee muftered up her Spirits, and turning to 
Bcotb^ faid, * what fay you. Captain ? for 
^ my own Part, I had never lefs Inclination 

* to Sleep ; which hath the greater Charms 

* for you, the Punch or the Pillow? * I 

* hope. Madam,* anfwercd Boofb^ * you 

* have a better Opinion of me, .than to 

* doubt my preferring Mifs Mathews* % Con- 

* vcrfation to either. I affure you,* replied 
^ Ihe, it is no Compliment to you, to lay I 

* prefer yours to Sleep at this Time,* 

The Governor then, having received his 
Fee, departed ; and turning the Key, left 
the Gentleman and the Lady to themfelves. 

In Imitation of him, we will lock up 
likewife a Scene which we do not thinK 
proper to expofe to the Eyes of the Public. 

B 3 If 
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If any over curious Readers fliould be dif- 
appointed on this Occafion, we will recom- 
mend fuch Readers to the Apologies with 
whicli certain gay Ladies have lately been 
pleafed to oblige the World, where they 
will poffibly find every thing recorded, that 
paft at this Interval. 

But the' we decline painting the whole 
Scene, it is not our Intention to conceal 
from the World the Frailty of Mr. Boolh, 
or of his fair Partner, who certainly paft 
that Evening, in a Manner inconfiftent with 
the ftridt Rules of Virtue and Chaftity. 

To fay the Truth, we arc much more 
concerned for the Behaviour of the Gentle- 
man, than of the Lady, not only for his 
Sake, but for the Sake of the bcft Woman 
in the World, whom we Ihould be forry to 
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Woman, in a manner a firft Love, conferr- 
ing Obligations^ and uGng every Art to 
{often, to allure, to win, and to enfiame i 
let him confider the Time and Place j 1ft 
him remember that Mr. Booth was a young 
Fellow, in the higheft Vigour of Life -, and 
laftty, let him add one fingle Circumita/xe, 
that the Parties were alone together ; and 
then if he will not acquit the Defendant, 
he muft be convifted ; for I have nothing 
more to fay in his Defence. 

CHAP, II. 

fjfe latter Part of which we exfeSi will pleafe 
our Reader better than the former. 

A Whole Week did our Lady and Gen- 
/j^ tleman live in this criminal Conver- 
sation, in which the Happbefs of the former 
was much more perfeft than that of the 
latter 5 for tho* the Charms of Mifs Ma^ 
thews J and her exceffive Endearments, fome- 
times lulled every Thought in the fweet 
Lethargy of Pleafurc ; yet in the Intervals 
of his Fits, his Virtue alarmed and roufed 
him, and brought the Image of poor in- 
jured Amelia to haunt and torment him. 
In faft, if we regard this World only, it is 
the Intereft of every Man to be either per- 

B 4 feaiy 
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fc£Uy good, or completely bad. He Iiad 
better deftroy his Conlcience, than gently 
wound it. The many bitter Reflexions 
which every bad Aflion cofts a Mind in 
which there are any. Remains of Goodnefs, 
are not to be compenfated by the higheft 
Fleafures which fuch an Adion can produce. 

So it happened to Mr. Beelh. Repen- 
tance never failed to follow his Tranfgref- 
fions ■, and yet fo perverfe is our Judgmenti 
and fo flippery is the Defcent of Vice, when 
once we are entered into it ; the fame Crime 
which he now repented of, became a Rea- 
Ibn for doing that which was to caufe his 
fiuuce Repentancp; and he continued to fin 
o>., becaufe he had begun. His Repent- 
ance howevTi' returned ftill heavier and 
heavier, till at laH; it Bung him' into a Me- 
lanclioly, which Mifs Mathevji plainly 




Ch. 2. AMELIA. $ 

vantage on my Side, is in my fuperior 

* Fondnefs; for Love, in the Minds of Men^ 

* hath one Quality at leaft of a Fever, 

* which is to prefer Coldnefs in the Objeft. 

* Confefs, dear fFilly is there not fomething 

* vaftly refrelhing in the cool Air of a 

* Prude* — Boofb fetched a deep Sigh, and 
begged her never more to mention Amelia^% 
Name — ' O fVilly cries fhe, « did that 

* Rcqucft proceed from the Motive I could 

* wifh, I mould be the happieft of Wo* 

* mankind. ^You would not fure, Ma- 

* dam,' faid Bootby ' defire a Sacrifice^ 

* which I muft be a Villain to make to 

* any ? Dcfire !* anfwered (he, * are there 
^ any Bounds to the Defires of Love ! 

* Have not I been facrificcd ? Hath not 

* my firft Love been torn from my bleed* 

* ing Heart? — I claim a prior Right — A-s 
' for Sacrifices, I can make them too ; and 

* would facrifice the whole World at the 

* Jeaft Call of my Love.* 

Here fhe delivered a Letter to Bootb^ 
which (he had received within an Hour,. 
the Contents of which were thefc :. 
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* Deareft MKdam» 
* Thofc only who truly know what Love 
' is, can have any Conception of the Hor- 
' tors I fcit at bearing of your Confinement 

* at my Arrival in Town, which was this 
' Morning. I immediately fent my Lawyer 
' to enquire into the Particulars, who brought 
' tfie the agreeable News th* the Man, 
' whofc Heart's Blood ought not to be va- 

* lued at the Rate of a fingle Hair of yours, 
' is entirely out of all Danger, and that 

* you might be admitted to Bail. ^ pre- 
'' fently ordered him to go with two of my 
' •^radefmeii, who are to be bound in any 

* Sum for your Appearance, if he fhould 

* be mean enough to profecute you. Tho' 

* you may expeft my Attorney with you 

* foon, I would not delay fending this, as I 
■ hope the News will be agreeable to you. 
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< fhall induce you to bcftow on me what 

* no Man living can merit. 1 beg you will 

* pardon all the Contents of this hafty Let- 

* ter, and do me the Honour of iDelieving 
« me, 

* Dcareft Madam, 

* Your moft paffionate Admirer, 
• and moft obedient humble Servant,' 

* D A M O N.' 

Booth thought he had fomcwhere before 
fcen the fame Hand ; but in his prefent 
Hurry of Spirits could not rccollcft whofc 
it was; nor did the Lady give him any 
Time for Refledion : for he had fcarce read 
the Letter when (he produced a little Bit of 
Paper, and cried out, * here. Sir, here are 

* the Contents which he fears will offend 

* me.* She then put a Bank- Bill of loo /. 
into Mr. BootVs Hands, and afked him 
with a Smile, if he did not think (he had Rea- . 
ion to be oflfended with fo much Infolence.^ 

Before Booth could return any Anfwer 
the Governor arrived and introduced Mr. Ro^ 
gers the Attorney, who acquainted the Lady 
that he had brought her Difcharge from her 
Coofioeflficnt, and diat a Chariot waked at 

the 
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t!ie Door to attend her where-evcr ftie 
pleafed. 

She received the Difcharge from Mr. Re- 
gerst and faid fhe was very much obli- 
ged to the Gentleman who employed him, 
but that fhe would not make ufe of the 
Chariot, as (he had no Notion of leaving 
that wretched Place in a triumphant Man- 
ner i in which Refolution when the Attor- 
ney found her obftinate, he withdrew, as 
did the Governor with many Bows, and as 
many Ladyfliips. 

They were no fooner gone, than SMtb 
a(ked theLady why flic would refufe the Cha- 
riot of a Gentleman who had behaved with 
fuch exceflive Refpcd. She looked earneftly 
upon him, and cry'd, * How unkind is 
' that Queftion ! Do you imagine I would 
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faying, he had already received too many 
Obligations at her Hands, and more than 
ever he fliould be able, he feared, to repay. 
How unkind,' anfwered (he, ' is every 
Word you fay ? Why will you mention 
Obligations ? Love never confers any. 
It doth every thing for its own fake. I 
am not therefore obliged to the MAi 
whofe Paffion makes him generous : for 
I feel how inconfiderable the whole World 
would appear to me, if I could throw it 
after my Heart.' 

Much more of this Kind paft, (he ftill 
preifing the Bank-note upon him, and he 
as abfolutely refufing, 'till Booth left the 
Lady to drefs herfelf, and went to walk in 
the Area of the Prifon. 

Mife Mathews now applied to the Gover- 
nor to know by what Means flie might pro- 
cure the Captain his Liberty. The Gover- 
nor anfwered, * as he cannot get Bail, it 

* will be a difficult Matter ; and Money to 

* be fure there muft be : for People no 

* doubt expert to touch on thefe Occafions. 

* When Prifoners have not wherewithal 

* as the Law requires to entitle them- 

* felves to Jiiftide, why they muft be be- 
« holden to other People, to give them their 

.' Liberty y 



14 AM E L I A. Book IV. 

* Liberty t and People will not to be furc 

* fuffer others to be beholden to them for 

* nothing, whereof there is good Realbn : 

* for how Ihould we all live if it was not for 

* thcfe things ! — * Well, well,' faid Ihe, and 

* how much will it coft.* — * How much ! ' 
anfwered he, — * How much ! — why, let 

* me fee.* — Here he hefitated fome time, 
and then anfwered, ' that for five Guineas he 

* would undertake to procure the Captain 

* his Difcharge.' That being the Sum which 
he computed to remain in the Lady's Pocketi 
for as to the Gentleman's, he had long been 
acquainted with the Emptinefs of it. 

Mils Mathews^ to whom Money was as 

Dirt, (indeed Ihe may be thought not to 

have known the Value of it) delivered him 

- the Bank-Bill, and bid him get it changed : 

for if the whole, fays fhe, will procure him 




Ch. 2. AMELIA. iij^ 

* and I am fure that's little enough. What 

* other People will expeft, I can*t exaftly 

* fay. — To be fure his Worfhip's Clerk 

* will expedt to touch pretty handfomely j 

* as for his Worftiip himfelf he never touches 

* any thing, that is, not to fpeak of ; but 

* then the Conftable will expeft fooiething, 

* and the Watchmen niuft have foracthing, 

* and the Lawyers on both Sides they muft 

* have their Fees for finifhing/ ~ * Well,* 
faid (he, • I leave all to you. If it cofts mc 

* 20 /. I will have him difcharged this Af- 

* ternoon. — But you muft give his Dif- 

* charge into my Hands, without letting 

* the Captain know any thing of the Matter.* 

The Governor promifed to obey her Com- 
mands in every Particular ; nay, he was fo 
very induftrious, that tho' EKnner was juft 
then coming upon the Table, at her earneft 
Requeft, he fet out immediately on the 
Purpofe, and went, as he faid, in Purfuic 
of the Lawyer, 

All the other Company affembled at Ta- 
ble as ufual, where poor Booth was tKe 
only Perfon out of Spirits, This was im- 
puted by all prefent to a wrong Caufe ; nay. 
Mils Mathews herfelf either could not, or 
would not, fufpeft that there was any thing 

dcejjier 
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deeper than the Defpair of being fpccdily 
difcharged, that lay neavy on his Mind^ 

However, the Mirth of the reft, and a 
pretty liberal Quantity of Punch, which he 
fwallowed after Dinner (for Mifs Mathews 
had ordered a very large Bowl at her own 
Expehce, to entertain the good Company 
at her Farewell) fo far exhilarated his Spirits, 
that when the young Lady and he rttired 
to their Tea, he had all the Marks of 
Gayety in his Countenance, and his Eyes 
fparkled with good Humour. 

The Gentleman and Lady had fpcnt aboat 
two Hours in Tea and Converfation, when 
the Governor returned, and privately de- 
livered to the Lady the Difchargc for her 
Friend, and the Sum of eighty-two Founds 
five Sliillings ; tJie reft having been, he 
faid. ■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ " 
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vernor, and ordered a Bill of that Day's 
Expencc, for long Scores were not ufua 
there; and at the fame time ordered a 
. Hackney Coach, without having yet deter- 
mined whither fhe would go, but fully de- 
termined (he was wherever fhe went, to take 
Mr. Boolb with her. 

The Governor was now approaching with 
a long Roll of Paper, when a faint Voice 
was heard to cry out haftily, where is he ? — 
and prefently a female Spedlre, all pale and 
bredthlefs, rufhed into the Room, and fell 
into Mr. Booth's Arms, where fhe imme- 
.diately fainted away. 

Booth made a (hift to fuplport his lovely 
Burthen j*^ tho' he was himfelf in a Condi- 
tion very little different from hers. Mifs 
Mathews likewife, who prefently recol- 
Jedled the Face of Amelia^ was ftruck mo- 
tionlefs with the Surprize ; nay, the Go- 
vernor himfelf, tho' not eafily moved at 
Sights of Horrour, ftood aghaft, and nei- 
ther offered to fpeak nor ftir. 

Happily for Amelia^ thfe Governefs of the 
Manfions had out of Curiofity followed 
her into the Room, and was the only ul^ful 
Perfon prefent on this Occafion -, (he im- 
mediately 
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mediately called for Water, and ran to the 
Lady's Affiftancc, fell to loofening her 
Stays, and performed all the Offices proper 
at fuch a Seafon ; which had fo good an 
EfFedl, that y^elia foon recovered the Dif- 
order which the violent Agitation of her 
Spirits had caufed, and found herfelf alive 
and awake in her Hufcand's Arms. 

Some tender Carefles, and a foft Whifper 
or two paft privately between Boeib and 
•his Lady ; nor was it without great Diffi- 
culty, that poor Jmlia put fome Reftrwnt 
on her Fondnels, in a Place fo improper 
for a tender Interview. She now caft her 
Eyes round the Room, and fixing them on 
Mifs Matbewi, who flood hke a Statue; 
fhe foon recollcfted her, and addreffing her 
by her Name, faid, ' fure. Madam, I can- 
* not be miftaken in thofe Features ; tho* 
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Sifter ; but (he was miftaken, Amelia was 
not one^ 

tVbo tbougbt the Nation ne'er would tbrivif 
^Till all the Whores were burnt alive. 

Her Virtue could fupport itfelf with its own 
intrinfic Worth, without borrowing any Af- 
liftance from the Vices of other Women ; 
and fhe confidered their natural Infirmities 
as the Objefts of Pity, not of Contempt or 
Abhorrence. 

When Amelia therefore perceived the vi- 
lible Confufion in Mifs Mathews^ fhe pre- 
fently called to Remembrance fome Stories 
which (he had imperfedtly heard ; for as 
fhe was not naturally attentive to Scandal, 
and had kept very little Company fince her 
Return to jEnglandy (be was far from being 
a Miftrefs of the Lady's whole Hiftory, 
However fhe had heard enough to impute 
her Confufion to the right Caufe ; fhe ad- 
vanced to her, and told her fhe was extreme- 
ly forry to meet her in fuch a Place, but 
hoped that no very great Misfortune was 
the Occafion of it. 

Mifs Mathews began, by degrees, to rc- 
aovcr her Spirits, She anfwcred with a re- 

ferved 
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fervcd Air, * I am much obliged to you, 

* Madam, for your Concern ; we are all 

* liable to Misfortunes in this World. In- 
' deed I know not why I fliould be much 

* afliamcd of being in any Place where I 

* am in fuch good Company.* 

Here Boetb interpofed. He had before 
acquainted Amelia in a Whifper, that his 
Confinement was at an end. * The unfor- 

* tunate Accident, my Dear,' faid he, 

* which brought this young Lady to this 
' melancholy i'lace, is entirely determined ; 

* and Ihe is now as abfolutely at her Liberty 
' ' as myfclf.' 

■ " Amelia imputing the extreme CoUlneft 
and Referve of the Lady to the Caufe al- 
ready mentioned, advanced ftill more and 
more in proportion as Ihe drew back ; till 
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proportioned his Bills to the Abilities of bis 
Guefts. 

It may feem perhaps wonderful to fome 
Readers, that Mifs Mathews (hould have 
maiqtained that cold Referve towards -r4w^//j, 
fo as barely to keep within the Rules of Ci- 
vility, inftead of embracing an Opportunity 
which feemed to offer, of gaining fome 
Degree of Intimacy with a Wife, whofc 
Hufband (he was fo fond of; but befides 
that her Spirits were entirely difconcerted 
by fo fudden and unexpefted a Difappoint- 
ment; and befides the extreme Horrors 
which fee conceived at the Prefence of her 
Rival, there is, I believe, fomething fo out- 
rageoufly fufpicious in the Nature of all 
Vice, efpecially when joined with any great 
Degree of Pride, that the Eyes of thofc 
whom we imagine privy to our Failings, arc 
intolerable to us, and we are apt to aggra- 
vate their Opinions to our Diladvantajge far 
ibeyond the llealitj. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. III. 

Confining wife Ohfervations of the Author^ 

and other Matters. 

THE R E is nothing more difficult tbaa 
to lay down any fixed and certain 
Rules for Happinefs ; or indeed to judge 
with any Precifion of the Happinefs of 
others, from the Knowledge of external 
Circumftances. There is fometimes a little 
Speck of Black in the brightefl: and gayeft 
Colours of Fortune, which contaminates 
and deadens the whole. On the contrary, 
when all without looks dark and difipal, 
there is often a fecret Ray of Light within 
the Mind, which turns every thing to real 
Joy and Gladnefs. 

I have in the Courfe of my Life feen 
many Occafions to make this Obfervation \ 
and Mr. Booth was at prefent a very preg- 
nant Inftance of its Truth. He was juft 
delivered from a Prifon, and in the Poffef- 
fion of his beloved Wife and Children •, and 
(which might be imagined greatly to aug- , 
ment his Joy) Fortune had done all this 
ibr him within an Hour, without giving 
him the leaft Warning or reafonable Expec- 
tation 
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tation of this ftrange Reverie m his Circum- 
fiances i and yet it is certain, that there 
were very few Men in the World, more 
ferioufly miferable than he was at this In« 
ftant. A deep Melancholy feized his Mind, 
and cold damp Sweats over-fpread his Per- 
foD, fo that be was fcarce animated ; and 
poor AmeUa^ inftead of a fond warm Huf« 
hand, befiowed her Carefles on a dull life* 
leis Lump of Clay. He endeavoured how- 
ever at firfl, as much as poflible, to con* 
ceal what he felt, and attempted what is 
the hardeft of all Tafks, to adb the Part of 
a happy Man ; but he found no Supply of 
Spirits to carry on this Deceit, and would 
have probably funk under his Attempt, 
had not poor AmeUa^s Simplicity helped 
him to another Fallacy, in which he nad 
much better Succefs. 

This worthy Woman very plainly per- 
ceived the Difordcr in her Hufband*s Mind ; 
and having no Doubt of the Caufe of it, 
cfpecially when flie faw the Tears Aland in 
hitt Eyes at the Sight of his Children, threw 
her Arms round his Neck, and embracing 
him with rapturous Fondnefs, cried out, 

* my dear Billys let nothing make you un- 

♦ eafy. Heaven will, I doubt not, provide 

• for us and thcfc poor Babes. Great For- 

I • tunes 
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tunes are not neceflary to Happinefi. 
For my own Part, I can level my Mind 
with any State ; and for thofe poor little 
Things, whatever Condition of Life wc 
breed them to, that will be fuffident to 
m^ntain them in. How many Thou- 
fands abound in Affluence, whofe For- 
tunes are much lower than ours ! for it is 
not from Nature, but from Education 
and Habit, thit our Wants are chiefly 
derived. Make yourfelf eafy therefore, 
my dear Lovej for you have a Wife 
who will think herfclf happy widi you^ 
-and endeavour to make you fo in any 
Situation. Fear nothing, Bilfyj Induftry 
will always provide us a wholefome Meal ; 
and I will take care, that Neatnefs and 
t Cheerfulnefs fball make it a pleafant one.* 

Bcctb prefendy took the Cue, which 
fhe had given him. He fixed his Eyes on 
her for a Minute, with great Earneftnefs 
and inexpreffible Tendernefs ; and then 
cried, * O my AmeKa^ how much are you 

* my Superior in every Pcrfeflion ! How 

• wife, how great, how noble are your 

• Sentiments ! Why can I not imitate what 

♦ I fo much admire ? Why can I not look 

* with your Conftancy, on thofe dear little 

• Pledges of our lx>ves« All my Philofp* 
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* phy is baffled with the Thought, that my 

* JmeUa^^ Children are to ftruggle with a 

* cruel hard unfeeling World, and to buf- 

* fet thofe Waves of Fortune, which have 

* overwhelmed their Father — Here I own 

* I want your Firmnefs, and am not with- 
^ out an Excufe for wanting it ; for am I 

* not the cruel Caufe of all your Wrctched- 

* nefs ? Have I not ftept between you and 

* Fortune, and been the curled Obftacle to 

* all your Greatnefs and Happinefs.* 

' Say not fo, my Love, anfwered fhe, 
« Great I might have been, but never happy 

* with any. other Man. Indeed, dear Billy^ 

* I laugh at the Fears you formerly railed 

* in me •, what ftemed fp terrible at a Di- 
' fiance, now it approaches nearer, appears 

* ta have been a mere Bugbear — and let 
' this comfort you, that I look on myfelf 

* at this Dav as the happieft of Women ; 

* nor have 1 done any thing which I do not 

* rqoice in, and would, if I had the Gift 

* of Prefcicnce, do again.* 

Booth was fo. overcome with this Beha- 
viour, that he had no Words to anfwer. 
To fay the Truth, it was difficult to find 
any worthy of the Occafion. He threw 
himfelf proilrate at her Feet, whence poor 

Vol. 11. C Amelia 
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j^meUn was forced to ufe aU herStroQgth a» 
well as Entreaties, to nttfe* and place him in 
his Chair. 

Such is ever the Fortitude of peFf'a& In* 
nocencC) and iuch the EJepreOJon of Gtult 
in Minds not utterly abandoned. B^otb 
was naturally ot" a fanguinc Temper ; nor 
would any fuch Apprehcnfions as he men^ 
tioned have been fufficient to have reftrained 
his Joy, at meeting with his Amtlia. In 
faft, a Refleftion on the Injury he had done 
her was the fole Caufe of his Gxicf. This 
it was that enervated his Heart,, and threw 
. him into Agonies, which all that ProfuOon 
of heroic Tendernefs that the mofl: excel- 
lent of Women intended for his Comfort^ 
ferved only to heighten and aggravate } as 
the more Jhe role in his Admiration, the 
more Ihe quickened his Senfe of his own 
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: The next Morning at Brcak&flr, ffcotb 
began to cecover a little from his Mdan- 
choly^ and to tafte the Company of his 
Children. He now firft thought of enquir- 
ing of jlmtlia^ by what Means fhe had dtf- 
covered the Place of his Confinement. Ame^ 
lia^ after gently rebuking hint for not hav- 
ing himfelf acquainted her with it> informed 
him, that it was known all over the Couvh 
try, and that (he had traced the Original 
of it to her Sifter ; who had fpread the 
News with a malicious Joy, and added a 
Circumftance, which would have frighcned 
her to Death, had not her Knowledge of 
him made her give little Credit tx> it, which 
was, that he was committed ibr Murder. 
But tbo' fhe had difcrcditcd this Part, (he 
faid, the not hearing from him during fc- 
vend fucceffive Pofts made her too appre- 
henfire of the reft. That Ihd got a Con- 
veyance therefore for herfclf md Children 
to SaUJbury ; from whence the StUge-Coaeh 
bad brought them lo Town, af>d having 
depofited the Children at his Lodging, of 
which he had fent her an Account on his firft 
Arrival in Town^ (he took a Hack, and 
came dire&ly to the Prilbiv whefe (he heard 
he was, and where (he found him. 

C 2 Booth 
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Bcotb excufed himfelf, and with Trui 
as to his not having writ : For in iz&, I 
had writ twice from the Prifon, tho' he hi 
mentioned nothing of his Confinement ; bi 
as he fent away his Letters after Nine 
Night, the Fellow, to whom they we 
entrufted, had burnt them both for the Sal' 
of putting the two Pence in his own Pockc 
or rather in the pocket of the Keeper ( 
the next Gin-Shop. 

As to the Account which Amelia gai 
him, it fcrred rather to raife than to fatisi 
his Curiofity. He began to fufped^, th 
fome Perfon had fcen both him and Mi 
Mathews together in the Prifon, and h: 
confounded her Cafe with his \ and thisd 
Circuiiiftance of Murder made the mo 
probable. But who this Peribn ihould b 
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the following Letter arrived agiun to tor- 
ment him. 

' Dear Bi/ly, 

* To convince you I am the moft rea- 

* fonable of Women, I have given you up 
' three whole Days to the unmolefted Pol- 

* lelnon of my fortunate Rival 5 I can re- 

* frain no longer from letting you know 
« that I lodge in Dean-Street^ not far from 
' the ChujTch, at the Sign of the Velican 
' and Trumpet ; where I expedt this Evenr 
' ^ng to fee you — Believe me, I am with 
« more AfFedtion than any other Woman 

* in the World can be, 

' My dear Bilfyj 

• Your afFcdionate, fond, doating. 

F. Mathews.** 

Booth tore the Letter with Rage, and 
threw it into the Fire ; refolving never to 
vifit the Lady more, unlefs it was to pay 
her the Money Ihe had lent him, which he 
was determined to do the very firft Oppor- 
tunity : for it was not at prefcnt in his 
Power, 

C 3 This 
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This Letter threw him back into his Pit 
of Dejeftion, in which he had not conti- 
nued long, when a Packet from the Country 
brought him the following from his Friend 
Dr. Harrifon. 

*SiR, LyonSf January 21. N. S. 
* Tho' I am now on my Return home, 

• I have taken up my Pen to communi- 

• cate to you fome News I have heard from 

• EnglanJ, which gives me much Uneafi- 
' nels, and concerning which I can indeed dc- 
■• liver my Sentiments with much more Eafe 
■• this way th:n any other. In my Anfwer to 

• your lart I very freely gave you my Opi- 

• nion, in which it was my Misfortune to 
' <lifaj)prave of every Step you had taken ■, 
' but thofe were all pardonable Errors. Can 

■ you be fo partial to yourfelf, upon cool 
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Wfeaknefs. -In a WOpd then you have fct 
up tin Equipage. Whal Ihall I invent ia 
your -EKGiife, either » others, or to rny- 
Iclf ? Ift tvmrfi, 1 tan find no Excufe foV 
you, und -what is >nTore, I am certain you 
can find none for yourfelf. I muft deal 
therefOfe vtry plainly and fincerely with 
you. Vanity is always contemptible ; but 
•wlieh joined with Difhoiietty, it becomes 
■odioiis and deteftfeble. At whofc Expence 
are yOu-tft fupWft this liquipage ? Is Pt 
W)t tihtlfely at thfc •*B*)[>cnce of others v aftd 
tvill it *m>t fihally ehd in tlAt of your poor 
Wife and Childreh ? You know you are 
ew> Ycart in Atrenrs to riie. If I could 
impvftc thte to ^ny ^xttaotdihafy xA com- 
mon Accideht, I Ihink I Ihould never 
ha^^ 'ntentibned it ; 'but I will not fuffet 
tny Money to fupport tlie ridiculous, and 
1 irtuft fay, criminal Vanity of any one. 
1 tJtpeft thcrtfore to find at Iny Return » 
that you have either difcharged my whole 
Debt, or your Equipage. Let me bcfe 
ydti feriotifty tbtonfldcryoarCututoftiifr- 
ces and Condition in Life, and to rentieM- 
ber that your Situation will not juftify any 
the leaft utineccflary E^Kpcnce. Sitnpfy to- 
te foor^ fays my favourite Greek Hiftorian^ 
wHs ntn hM fcandakus kf ibt 'wife Athe- 
nians, iut y^bfyfoj td cia tbttt Poverty ta 

C 4 ^ our 
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* eur own Jndifcrttisn.' Prefent my Af- 

* fedions to Mrs. Jw/fe, and be affured, 
' that I fhall not without great Reafon, uid 

* great Pain too, ever ceafe to be, 

* Your miA ^Ithful Friend, 

* R. Harrison.' 

Had this Letter come at any other time, 
it would have ^ven Booth the moft fenfi* 
ble AfHidtion ; but fo totally had the Affair 
of Mils Mathews po0efled his Mind, that 
like a Man in a moft raging Fit of the 
Gout, he was fcarce capable of any addi- 
tional Torture ; nay, he even made a ufe of 
this latter Epiftle, as it ferved to account to 
Amelia for that Concern which he really felt 
on another Account. The poor deceived 
Lady therefore applied hcrfeU to give him 
Comfort where he leaft wanted It. She faid 
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tbePark^ andflie remained at home to pre- 
pare him hi^ Dinner. 



He was no fooner departed than his little 
Boy, not quite fix Years dd, laid to Ame* 
lia^ ' La ! Mamma, what is the Matter with 

* poor Papa, what makes him look fo as if he* 
^ was going to cry ? He is not half fo merry 
^ as he ufed to be in the Gxintry/ Am^ 
anfwered, ' Oh ! my dear ! your Papa is only 

* a little thoughtful, he wUl be merry agaia* 
« foon/— Then looking fondly on herChil*' 
dren, (he burft into an Agony of Tears, 
and cried, ^ Oh Heavens ! what have thefe" 

* poor little Infants done ? why will the bar-' 

* barous World endeavour to ftarve them,' 

* by depriving us of our only Friend ? — 

* O my dear, your Father is rumed, and 
' we are undone/ — The Children prefently- 
accompanied their Mother's Tears, and thc> 
Daughter cried—* Why, will any body hurt 

* poor Papa ? Hath he done any harai ta 

* any body.?* — ' No, my dear Child,* 
laid the Mother, < he is the be(t: Man in 

* the World, and therefore they hate him.f 
Upon which the Boy, who was extremdy 
fenfible at his Years,, anfweredy '. Nay; 

* j\f amma, how can that be ? Have not yon 

* often told me, that if I was good, every 

* body would love me ? ' • All good Peoi 

P5 *plc 
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* pie. Trill,' anfwered Ox. * Why don't 

* they love Papa then ? * rrplied theChtldi 

* for I am fure he is very good.' * So they 

* do, my dear,' laid the Mother, ' but there 

* ire more bad People in the World, and 
* . they vill hate you for your Goodners.* 
•Why then bad People,' cries the Child, 

* are loved by more than the Good*—' No 

* Muter for that, my Dear,* faid fhe, * the 

* Love of one good Perfon is more worth 

■ having, than that of a thoufand wicked 

* ones i nay, if there was no fuch Perfon 

* in the World, Hill you muft be a good 

■ Boy : for there ii one in HeavEn who will 
*' lore you i tod his Love is better for you 

* duui that of all Muikind/ 

This little Dialogue we are apprehenfire 
wilt be read with Contempt by many •, in< 
deed' we thould not have thought it worth 




fcjparate them. Tho* (he was the tenderclt 
ofMotherSi Ihe never fofJbred any Symptom 
6f Makvolence to (hew itfdf in their moft 
tt-fflirtg Aftions Ivithom Difcouragemenr, 
withoiA Rebuke ; and if it broke forth 
^ith Any Rftncour^ without Pimifhmeni:. 
Itt Which flie had fuch Succefs, that not 
riie Ifeaft Mackd ef Pride, Envy, Malice, 
or Spite difcovered itfelf in any of tlx-it 
little Words or De^ds. 



CHAP. IV. 

In wbkh Amelia appears in no nnaminite 

Idght. 



AMELtA, tvilh the Afliftanci of a little 
'^ Girt, ^ho *r* th* trtily Servant^ had 
dreftfce* Diftntt •, and fli^ had Wcewift 
dreft herfelf as neat as any Lady who had 
^ i^AgwIat- Brt of SttrVahts o^uld hive done v 
*hen Bvotb fettirhed, artd bfoiight tv'iilx 
fcift hi* FHetad jMtes^ whom lie had iT?**t 
^tki fh the Palrk ; artd *rho, as Booth af;i 
fe*««t fi*^cd to diife ktray ffota hiS Wi'fc^ 
fo Whdfti he }«d pftjrtiifed to rrturn, Iwd 
ifeVitcd MAfelf to dtae with him. /hrfelhi 
h»A liohe of that pftiAi'y Pride, which pcff- 
feflfei f6 tfiafty of hd* sex, rfnd which dif- 
t^hOtm iWk tetittxs, ftid giVc* th<-m 

the 
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the Air and Looks of Furies, if their Huf' 
bands bring in an unexpeded Gueft, with- 
out giving them timely Warning to provide 
a Sacrifice to their own Vanity. jIaeSt 
received her Hulband's Friend with the ut- 
moft Complaifance and good Humour 
She made indeed fome Apolc^y for th< 
Homehnefs of her Dinner i but it was po 
lirely tumed.as a Compliment to Mr.James' 
FriendJhip, which could carry him wher- 
he was fure of being fo ill entertained j anc 
gave not the leall Hint how magnificcntl* 
Alt would have provided, bad Jbe expeUti 
the Favour of jo much good Cempawj. R 
Fhrafe which is generally meant to contaii 
not only an Apology for the Lady of tb 
Houfe, but a tacit Satir on her Gueft 
for their Intrufion, and is at leatl a {hron{ 
Infinuation that they are not welcome. 
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the Park, and ihe remained at home to pre- 
pare him hh Dinner. 

He was no fooner departed than his little 
Boy, not quite fix Years old, faid to yhn^ 
lioj ^ La ! Mamma, what is the Matter with ' 
' poor Papa, what makes him look fo as if he* 
^ was going to cry ? He is not half fo meny 
' as he ufed to be in the Country/ Amifia 
anfwered, ^ Oh ! my dear ! your Papa is only 

* a litde thoughtful, he will be merry agaia' 

* foon/ — ^Thcn looking fondly on her Chil-' 
dren, (he burft into an Agony of Tears, 
and cried, ' Oh Heavens ! what have thefe* 

* poor little Infants done ? why will the bar*' 

* barous World endeavour to ftarve them,' 

* by depriving us of our only Friend ? — 

* my dear, your Father is ruined, and 

* we are undone.' — The Children prefently- 
accompanied their Mother's Tears, and the* 
Daughter cried — * Why, will any body hurt 

* poor Papa ? Hath he done any harm ta 

* any body ? ' — ' No, my dear Child,* 
iaid the Mother, < he is the be(^ Man in 

* the World, and therefore they hate him.f 
Upon which the Boy, who was extremely 
fcnfible at his Years,, anfwcredy ' . Nay, 
^ Mamma, how can that be i Have not yon 

* often told me, that if I was good, every 

* body would love me ? • * All good Peo^ 

C 5 •pie 
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them had any extraordinary Deftrt j ahdif 
Merit in the Service was a fufficient Re* 
commendation, Boetby who had been twice 
■wounded in the Siege, fcemed to hare the 
faired Prctenfions 5 but he rcmaihed a poor 
I^lf-pay Lieutenanty and the others werc^ 
as we have faid» one of them a Lieutenant- 
Cdonel, and the other had a Regiment. 
Such Rifes we often Jce in Life, without 
being able to give any fatisfaftory Account 
of the Means, and therefore afcribe them 
to the good Fortune of the Perfon.. 

Both Colonel James and his Bfother-ih- 
Law were Members of Parliament : for as 
the Uncle of the former had left him toge- 
ther with hi> Eftatf, ^n almoft cercriii fn- 
terefl; in a Borough, fo he chofe to confer 
riii& Favour on Colonel Baib ■, a Cifcum- 
ftance which would have been highly im- 
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Company in the Regiment under his Com- 
mand. Booth mud have been a Madman ia 
his prefent Circumftances to have hefitatcd 
one Moment at accepting fuch an Offer, atid 
he well knew Amelia^ notwithftanding her 
Averfion to the Army, was much too wife to 
make the leaft Scruple of giving herConfent. 
Nor was he, as it appeared afterwards, mif* 
taken in his Opinion of his Wife's Under- 
ftanding : for (he made not the leaft Objec- 
tion when it Was communicated to her, but 
contented hcrfclf With an cxprefs Stipulation^ 
that wherever he was commanded to go (for 
the Regimcht was now abroad) fee would 
accompany him. 

Booib therefore accepted his Frien(i*^$ 
Propofal with a Profufion of Acknowledg- 
ments ; and, it Was agreed, that Booth' 
ihould draw up a Memorial of his Preten- 
lions, which X3ol. JatHes undertook to pre- 
fettt to fome Man of Power, and to back 
it with all the Force he was able. 

Nor did the Frtendfliip of the Colone! 
ftop here. * You will cxcufe me, dear 

* • Booths faid he, ^ if after what you have 

* told me (for he had been very expUcite 
in revealing his Aifairs to hitn) ^ I fufoeft 

* you muft want Money atlhisTidte. If that 

« be 
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* be the Cafe, as I am certain it muft be» 

* I have fifty Pieces at your Service;/ This 
Generofity brought the Tears into Booth's 
Eyes i and he at length confeft, that he had 
not five Guineas in the Houfe ; upon which 
James gave him a Bank-bill for 20 /. and 
faid he would give him thirty more the next 
Time he faw him. 

Thus did this generous Colonel (for ge- 
nerous he really was to the higheft Degree) 
reftore Peace and Comfort to this little Fa- 
mily ; and by this Aft of Beneficence make 
two of the worthieft People, two of the 
happieft that Evening. 

Here Reader give me leave to ftop ai mi- 
nute, to lament that fo few are to be found 
of this benign Difpofition •, that while- Wan- 
tonnefs, Vanity, Avarice and Ambition are 
every Day rioting and triumphing in the 
Follies and Weaknefs, the Rum and Defo- 
lation of Mankind, fcarce one Man in a 
thoufand is capable of tafting the Happi- 
nels of others. Nay, give me leave to 
wonder that Pride, which is conftantly ftrug- 
gling, and often impofing on itfelf to gain 
fome little Pre-eminence, (bould fo feldom 
hint to us the only certain as well as laud- 
able way of fctting purfelvcs above another. 

Man, 



Ch. 5- AMELIA. 41 

Man, and diat is by becoming his Bene- 
fadlor. 

C H A P. V. 

Containing an Eulogium upon Innocence^ and 
other grave Matters. 

JQOO TH paft that Evening, and all the 
fucceeding Day with his Amelia j with- 
out the Interruption of almofl: a fingle 
Thought concerning Mifs Mathews^ after 
having determined to go on the Sunday ^ 
the only Day he could venture without the 
Verge in the prefent State of his Affairs, 
and pay her what (he had advanced for him 
in the Prifon. But (he had not fo long 
Patience \ for the third Day, while he was 
fitting with Amelia^ a Letter was brought 
to him. As he knew the Hand, he imme- 
diately put it in his Pocket unopened, not 
without fuch an Alteration in his Counte- 
nance, that had ^w/Y/V?, who was then play- 
ing with one of the Children, caft her Eyes 
towards him, (he muft have remarked it. 
This Accident however luckily gave him 
Time to recover himfelf: iot Amelia was 
fo deeply engaged with the little one, that 
fhe did not even remark the Delivery of 
the Letter. The Maid foon after returned 

into 
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irco the Room, faying theChairman-dcfired 
to know if there was any Anfwer to -the 
Letter — ' What Letter,' cries Booth. — 

* The Letter I gave you juft now,* an- 
fwercd the Girl. — ' Sure,' cries Booth, * the 

* Child is mad, you gave me no Letter.*— 

* Yes, indeed I did. Sir,* faid the poor 
Girl. * Wliy then, as fure as Fate,' criei 
Booth, * I threw it into the Fire in my Rc- 

* verce, why. Child, why did you not teU 

* me it was a Letter ? Bid i}k Chairiyian 

* come up — (lay, 1 will go down myfeif j 

* for he will otherwife dirt the Stairs 4rith 

* his Feet.' 

Amelia was gently chiding the Girl for hct 
Carelcffnefs, when Booth Et;tuined» fayingy 
it was very true that flie had delivered him 
a Letter from Col. James, and that pcrhajA 
it might be of Confequence. * However,* 
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ter, he found it to contain, mixed with fe- 
veral very ftrong Expreflions of Love, feme 
pretty warm ones of the upbraiding Kind > 
but what moft alarmed him was a Hint, 
that it was in her Power {Mik Mafbews^s) 
Power, to make Amelia as miferable as hcr» 
feir. Befides the general Knov/lcdge of 

Furens quid Fwmina fojftt^ 



he had more particular Reafons to appre^ 
hend the Rage of a Lady, who had given 
fo ftrong an Inftance how far fbe could carry 
her Revenge. She had already lent a 
Chairman to his Lodgings, with a pofitive 
Command not to return without an Anfwep 
to her Letter. This might of itfelf havfe 
poffibly occafioned a Difcovery ; and he 
thought he had great Reafon to fear, that 
if Ihe did not carry Matters fo far as pur- 
pofely and avowedly to reveal the Secret to 
Amelia^ her Indifcretion would at leaft cfFeift 
the Difcovery of that which he would at ai>y 
Price have concealed. Under thefe Terrour'a 
he might, I believe^ be tonfidered as the 
mpft wretched of human Beings. 

O Innocencp, how glorious and happy a 

Portion art thou to the Breaft that polfeffes 

■thee! Thou feareft pcithcr the Eyts nor thq 

Tongutj^ 
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Tongues of Men, Truth, the moft pow- 
erfulof all things, is thy ftrongeft Friend i 
and the brighter the Light is in wliich thou 
art difplayed, the more it difcovers thy 
tranfceiidcnt Beauties. Guilt, on the con- 
trary, hke a bafe Thief, fufpefls every Eye 
that beholds him to be privy to hisTranf- 
grcflions, and every Tongue that mentioai 
his Name to be proclaiming them. Fraud 
and Fallhood are his weak and treacherous 
Allies i and he lurks trembling in the Dark, 
dreading every Ray of Light, left it fhould 
difcover him, and give him up to Slunie 
and PuniQimcnt. 

While Booth was walking in the Park 
with all thefe Horrors in his Mind, he again 
met his Friend Col. JameSt who loon took 
notice of that deep Concern which the other 

was incapable of hiding. After fonie little 
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* long Hiftory, fince I will not reveal my 

* Fault, without informing you, at the 

* fame time, of thofe Circumftances, which, 

* I hope, will in fome mcafure excufe it.* 

The Colonel very readily agreed to give 
his Friend a patient Hearing. So they walk- 
ed diredtly to a Coffee-boufe at the Corner of 
Spring -Garden^ where being in a Room by 
themfelves. Booth opened his whole Heart, 
and acquainted the Colonel with his Amour 
with Mifs Mathews from the very Begin- 
ning, to his receiving that Letter which had 
cauled all his prefent Uneafinefs, and which 
he now delivered into his Friend's Hand. 

The Colonel read the Letter very atten- 
tively twice over : (he was filent indeed 
long enough to have read it oftener) and 
then turning to Booth faid, * Well, Sir • 
and is it fo grievous a Calamity to be the 
Objefl: of a young Lady's AfFeftion 5 
efpecially of one whom you allow to be 
fo extremely handfome ?' ' Nay, but my 
dear Friend,* cries Booths ' do not jeft 
wkh me ; you who know my Amelia.^ 
Well, my dear Friend,' anfwered James^ 
and you know AmeUa^ and this Lady too 
— But what would you have me do for 
you.' * I would have you give me your 

* Advice,* 
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« Advice,* fays Booth, ' by what Method 

* I Ihali get rid of this dreadful Woman 

* without a Difcovery.' * And do you 

* really,' cries the other, ' defirc to get rid 

* of her.' Can you doubt it,' faid Bootb^ 

* after what I have conimunicated to you, 

* and after what you yourfelf have fcen irt 
' my Family ? for I hope, notwithftaoditig 

* this fatal Slip, I do not appear to you ia 

* the Light of a Profligate.* * Well, an- 
fwered James, < and whatever Light I may 
' appear to you in, if you are really tired 
■ of the Lady, and if fhe be really what 

* you have reprefented her, I'll endeavour 

* to take her oflf your Hands ; but I Jnlift 

* upon it, that you do not deceive me in 

* any Particular.' Bsotb protefted in the 
mod folenm manner that every Word which 
he had fpoken was ftridty true ; and bdng 
aflced whether he would give his Honour 
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Booth preiTed the Colonel to go home 
ynt\i hmi to DuiDcr, but he exculed him- 
felft being,. a& he faid^ already engaged. 
However, he uodertook in the Afternoon to 
do all in his Power, that Booth fhould receive 
DQ aaor&. Alarms^from the Quarter of Mifs 
jiddlhemfj whom the Colonel undertook to 
my, all the Demands (he had on his Friend. 
They then ieparated. The Colonel went 
to Dinner at the King^^Jrnu^ and Booth 
returned in hi^ Spirits to meet his Jmelia. 

9 

The nejft Day early in the Morning, the 
Colonel came to the Coflfee-houfe, and fent 
for his Friend, who lodged but at a little 
Diftance. The. Colonel told him he had 
a little exaggerated the Lady's Beauty ; 
however, he faid, heexcufedthat; ^ for you 

* might think perhaps/ cries he, ^ that 
^ your Inconftancy to the fined: Woman in 

* the World, might want fome Excufe. 

* Be tliat as it will,* faid he, * you may 
> make yourfelf eafy, as it will be, I am 

* convinced, your own- Fault, if you have 
^ ever, any further Mokftation from Mifs 

* Mathews* 

Booth poured forth very warmly a great 

Profttfion of Gratitude on this Occafion -, 

I and 
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and nothing more any-wife material 
this Interview, which was very Ih 
Colonel being in a great Hurry, as 
he faid, fome Bufinefs of very gn 
portance to tranfaA that Morning. 

The Colonel had now feen Booti 
without rcmembring to give him th 
Pound. This the latter imputed in 
Forgetfulnefs ; for he had always 
the Promifcs of the former to be i 
Value with the Notes or Bonds e 
People. He was more furprized 
happened the next Day, when meet 
Friend in the Park, he received on!; 
Salute from him ; and tho* he p: 
five or fix times, and the Colonel wa 
ing with a fingle Officer of no greai 
and with whom he feemed in no 
Converfation v yet couM not 1 




Ch. 5. AMELIA. 45 

other, prefently cured him cf this Sufpicion, 
for he was a perfcft Libertine with regard 
to Women 5 that being indeed the princi- 
pal Blemilh in his Characfler, which other- 
wife might have defervcd much Commen- 
dation for Grood-nature, Generofity, and 
Fricndftiip. But he carried thb one to a 
mod unpardonable Height *, and made no 
Scruple of openly declaring, that if he ever 
liked a Woman well enough to be uneafy 
on her account, he would cure himfelf, it* 
he could, by enjoying her, whatever might 
be the Q)nfequence. 

Sifotb -could not therefore be perfuaded 
that the Colonel would fo highly refent in 
another a Fault, of which he was himfelf 
moft notorioufly guilty. After much Con- 
iideration, he could derive this Behaviour 
from nothing better than a Capricioufnefs 
in his Friend's Temper^ from a kind of 
Inconftancy of Mind, which makes Men 
QTow weary of their Friends, with no more 
Keafon than they often are of their Mif- 
treffes. To fay the Truth, there are Jilts 
in Friendftiip as well as in Love ; and by 
the Behaviour of fdmc Men in both, one 
would almoft imagine that rfiq? induftrioufly 
•fought to gain the AfFeftions of others, 

VflL. II. D with 
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with a View only of making the Fartics 
niiferable. 

This was the Confcquence of the Colo- 
nel's Behaviour to Becib. Former Calami- 
ties had afilided him ; but this altnoft di- 
ftraded him ; and the more fo, as be was 
not able well to account for fuch Conduft, 
nor to conceive the Keafon of it. 

Amelia at his Return, prefently perceived 
the Dlfturbance in his Mind, the' he en- 
deavoured with his utmoft Power to hide 
it ; and he was at length p'reviuled upon 
by her Entreaties to difcover to her the 
Caufe of it J which flie no fooner heard, 
than Ihe applied as judicious a Remedy to 
his difordered Spirits, as either of thofe-great 
mental Fhyficians, Tuily or ^JigtU, could 
have thought of. She ufed many Argu- 
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my Dear, that Mr. Jatms (hould prove 
the unaccountable Peribn you have fu« 
fpedted, and fhould, without being able 
to alledge any Caufe, withdraw his Friend- 
fhip from you, (for furely die Accident 
of burning his Letter is too trifling and 
ridiculous xx> menticHi) why ihould this 
grieve you ? The Obligations he. hath 
Confer'd on you, I. allow, ought to make 
his Misfortunes almofl: your own ; but 
they (hould not, I thinlc, make you fee 
his Faults fo very fcnfibly,.* . cfpeciaUy 
when by one of the greateft Faults in the 
World conimittcd agamft youfrfdf, he 
hath confiderably leffened all Obligations : 
For fure, if the fame Perfon who h^h 
contributed to my Happinefs at one time, 
doth every thing in his Power malicioufly 
and wantonly to make me miicrable ac 
another, I am very little obliged to ^fuch 
a Peribfi. And kt it t)c a Comfort to 
my dear jB/7/y, that^^bowdver qttoar Friends 
may prov^ faife and -fickle f to /him, he 
hath one Friend, whom no Inconftancy 
of her own^ nor any Change, of his For- 
tune, nor .Tim9, - nor Age, nor Sick- 
nefs,. nor any Accident can ev^er^alter ; 
"^ but who wHl efteetn, t will: love, and doat 
« on him for sever/ So . faying, flie flung 
hsx foowy Anns about his Neck, and gave 

D 2 him 
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him a Carefs fo tender, that it feemcd al- 
moft w balance all the Malice of his Fate 

And, indeed, the Behaviour of Ame^a 
would have made him completely happy, 
in defiance of all adverfe Circumftances, 
had it not been for thofe bitter Ingredients 
which he himfelf had thrown into his Cup; 
and which prevented him from truly relilh- 
ing his Jmeiia'^ Sweeinefs, by cruelly re- 
minding him how unworthy he was of this 
excellent Creature. 

Booth did not long remain in tlie dark 
as to the Conduft ot James, which at firil 
appeared to him to be fo great a Myflery; 
for this very Afternoon he received a Lft- 
ter from Mifs Mathews^ which unravelled 
the whole Affair. By this Letter, which 
was full of Bittcrnefs and Upbraiding, 
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to be, like the Dirt in the Street, indifferently 
common to all. She diftributed her Fa- 
vours only to thofe (he liked, in which 
Number that Gentleman had not the Hap- 
pinefs of being included. 

When Bopib had made this Difcovery, 
he was not fo little verfed in human Nature, 
as any longer to hefitate at the true Motive 
to the Colonel's ConduA •, for he well knew 
how odious a Sight a happy Rival is to an 
unfortunate Lover. I believe he was in 
reality glad to aflign the cold Treatment 
he had received from his Friend, to a Caufe 
which, however injuftifiable, is at the fame 
time highly naftiral ; and to acquit him of 
a Levity, Ficklenefs^ and Csqprice, which 
be muft have been unwillingly oUiged to 
have feen in a much worie L^ht. 

He now refolvcd to take the firft Op- 
portunity of accofting the Colonel, and of 
coming to a perfect Explanation upon the 
whole Matter. He debated likewife with 
himfelf, whether he fhould not throw him* 
felf at ^m^iSrVs Feet, and confefs a Crime 
to her, which he found fo little Hopes of 
concealing, and which he foreiaw would 
occafion him fo many Difficulties and Ter- 
rors to endeavour to conceal. Happy had 

D 3 it 
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it been for him, had he wifely purfued this 
Step 1 fince in great Probability he would 
hsve received im.mediate Forgivencfs from 
that bed of Women ; but he hadnot fuffi- 
cient Refokilionj or. to fpcak, perhaps, 
more truly, he had too much Pride to con- 
f^ls his Guilt, and preferred the Danger of 
ihe higheft Inconveniences to the Certainty 
of being puE. to tlie Blulh. 

CHAP. VI. 

In •which may appear that Violence is fame- 
times dane to the Nata& of Lave, 

WHEN thac happy Day came, ia 
which unhallowed Haiids Me ita- 
bidden to contaminate, the Shouldecs of the 
unfortunate;,.£00/i' went early to.thc:Cakiner& 
Houfe, and being admitted to his Prefence, 
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* with Juftice. The true Rcafbn was, that 

* IwaS' afhamed of my own Folly. D — n 
' me, Bcotb^ if I have not been a moft con- 
' fummate Fool, a very Dupe to this Wo- 
' man; and (lie hath a particular Pleafure in 

* making, me fo. 1 know what the Imper- 
*. tinence of Virtue is, and I can fubmit to 
*. itv but to be treated thus by a Whore. 
*. You muft forgive me, de^vBootb^ but your 
** Succefs was a Kind of Triumph over me 
' which I could not bear. I own I have not 
y the leaft Reafon to conceive any A nger a- 
' gainftyou;and yct,curleme,if lihould not 

* have been lefs difp leafed at your lying with 

* my Qwn Wife ; nay I coufd almoft have 

* parted wit-h half my Fortune to you more 

* willingly, than have fuffered you to re- 

* ceive that Trifle of my Money, which 

* you received at her Hands. However, 
*- 1 alk ydur Pardon, and I promife you, I 
*• will never more think of you with the 
^ leaft Ill-will, on the account of this Wo- 
^ man •, but as for her, d — ^n me^ if I da 
^ not enjoy her by fome means or other^ 

* whatever it cofts me ; for I am already 
^ above 200/. out of Pocket, without hav* 
s ing fcarce had a Smile in return/ 

Booth expr^ft much Aftonifliment at this; 
Declaration -^ he faid^ he could not conceive 

& 4 h(^w 
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how it was pofTible to haye fuch an Affec- 
tion for a Woman, who did not fliew the 
leaft Inclination to return it.---7<n»w gave 
Iwr a hcany Curfe ; and laid, * Pox ot her 
' Inclination^ I want only the PoUeflian of 

* her Perfon ; and that you will allow is a 
' very fine one. But, befides my Paflion 

* for her, ftie hath now piqued my Pride ; 
' for how can a Man of my Fortune brook 

* being rcfufed by a Whore ? ' ' Since you 
' are lb fet on the Bufmefs,' cries Booth ; 

* you will cxcufe my faying fo; I fancy you 
' had better change your Method of apply- 

* ingtoher: for, as Ihe is perhaps the vaincft 

* Woman upon Earth, your Bounty may 

* probably do you little Service, nay, may 

* rather adually difoblige her. Vanity is 

* plainly her predominant Paffion, and, if 

* you will admlnifter to that, it will infallibly 

* throw her into your Arms. To this I 
own unfortunate Succefs. 
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■^ chev have conferred Obligations on, thaa 

* fuch SIS they have received them from/ 

There was fomething in this Speech which 
pleafed the Colonel i and he laid with a Smilcy 

* I don't know how it is, ff^ll ; but you 
^ know Women better than 1/ ^ Perhaps. 
^ Colonel,' anfwered Bcofbj * I have mi- 

* died their Minds mcM^.* • I don*t however 

* much envy you your Knowledge,' reply *d 
the other : * for I never think their Minds 

* worth conlidering. However, I hope I 
^ (hall profit a little by your Experience 
^ with Mifs Mathews. Damnation leize the 
^ proud infolent Harlot! The Devil take 

* me if I don't love her more than I ever 

* loved a Woman !' 

The Reft of their Converfation turned on 
Boofb^s Aflfairs. The Colonel again reaf- 
fumed the Part of a Friend, gave him the 
Remainder of the Money, and promifed to 
^ take the firft Opportunity of laying his 
Memorial before a great Man, 

Bcotb was greatly over)oycd at this Sue- 
cefs* Nothing now lay on his Mind, but 
to conceal his Frailty ivom Amelia^ to whom 
he was afraid Mifs Mathews in the Rage 
of hqr Refentment would communicate it. 

D 5 Thif 
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This Apprehenfiwi mada htm ftay alirt^ 
conftantly at borne ; and ha. tremUed at 
every Knock at the Door. His Fear more- 
over betrayed him into a Meanncfs, which he 
would have heartily defpifed on any other 
Occafion. This was to order Ehe M»d to 
deliver him any Letter direfted lo Aauliat 
at the fame time ftriftly charging her not 
to acquwic her Miftrefs with her having 
received any fuch Orders. 

A Servant of any Acotencfs would have 
{brnied {Irange Conjectures from fuch an 
Injunflion \ but this poor Girl was of per- 
fect Simplicity j fo gre^t indeed was ber 
Simplicity, that had npt Amelia been void 
of all Sufpicion of her Hufband, the Mud 
would have foon after betrayed her Matter. 



One Afternoon while they were drinking 
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to you. This Hint with many Womea 
would have been fufficient to have blown 
up the whole Affair ; hut Jmelia who heard 
what the Girl faid, through the Medium of 
Love and Confidence, faw the Matter in a 
jprjuch betterLight than it deferved > and look- 
ing, tenderly on her Hulband, faid, ' Indeed,, 
my Love, I muft blame you for a Con- 
dud, which perhaps I ought;- rather to. 
praife, as it proceeds only from the ex- 
treme Tendcrnefs of your Affe6lion. ^uc 
why will you endeavour to keep any Se- 
crets from me ?■ Believe me, for my own 
fake, you ought not : for as you cannot 
hide the Gonlqquences, you majce me air 
ways iiifpeft ten times worfe th^ni the 
Reality. Whife I have you and my Chil- 
dren well bcfofc my iEyc§, I am capable of: 
facing any Hews* wMch c^n arrive : for 
what iH-^cws can conie (unl^fs indeed it 
concerns my little Babe in the Country) 
which doth not relate to the B^dnefs of 
opr Circumftances ? and thofe, I thank 
Heaven^ we have now a fair Profpeft of 
retrieving. Befides, dear Billy^ though 
my Un(Jcrftatic}ing be much infcriour to. 
yours, I have fometinves had -the If^^ppinefsi 
of luckily hitting 011 fome Argument 
which l^ath afforded you Comfort. This' 
ypu know, my dear, was the Cafe with 

t regard 
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' regard to Col. James^ whom I perfuadcd 
' you to think you had miftaken, and you 
' fee the Event proved me in the right.' 
So happily, both lor hcrfcif and Mr.Saetbj 
did the Excellence of this good Woman's 
Difpofition deceive her, and force her to fee 
every thing in the moll advantageous Light 
to her HufbaRd. 

The Card being now infpc&ed was found 
to contain the Compliments ot Mrs. Jamts 
to Mrs. BoBtby with an Account of her bring 
arrived in Town, and having brought with her 
a very great Cold, yfffl^&'n was overjoyed at 
the News of her Arrival ; and having dreft 
herfelf in the utmoft Hurry, left her Children 
to the Care of her Hufband, and ran away 
ta pay herRefpeAs to her Friend, whom {he 
loved with a mod fincere AS(:£tion. But 
how was fhe difappointed, when eager with 
the utmoft Impatience, and exulting with 
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Amelia^ who had no Safpicion that Mrs. 
James was really at home, and, as thePhrafe 
is, was denied, would have made a fecond 
Vifit the next Morning, had ihe not been 
prevented by a Cold, which (he herfelf now 
got, and which was attended with a flight 
Fever. This confined her feveral Days to 
her Houfe, during which Bcoib officiated 
as herl^urfe, and never ftirred from her. 

In all this Time (he heard not a Word 
&om Mrs^Jamess which gave her fome Un- 
eafinefs, but more Aftonifhment. The 
tenth Day when ihe was perfedlv recovered » 
about nine in the Evening, when fhe and 
her Hulband wer« juft going to Supper^ 
ihe heard a moft violent Thundering at the 
t>oor, and prefently after a Ruftling of Silk 
upon her Stsur-Cafe, at the fame time a fe- 
maleVoice cried out pretty loud — * Blefs me ! 
< whatami toclimb up another Pairof Stairs ?' 
Upon which, Amelia^ who well knew the 
Voice, prefently ran to the Door, and ufher* 
ed in Mrs. James moll fplendidly dreft; 
who put on as formal a Countenance, and 
made as formal a Courtefie to her old 
Friend, as if fhe had Ipeen her very diftant 
Acquaintance^ 

Poor 



€i 



AMELIA. Book IV. 



Poor Avseliat who was ^iflg to rulh into 
her Friend's Arms, was ftnjck motionlcfs 
by this Behaviour ; but recollecting her Spi- 
rits, as file had an excellent Prefence of 
Mind, ihe prefently underftood what the 
Lady meant, and refolved to treat her in her 
own way. Down therefore the Company fat, 
and Silence prevailed for feme time, during 
which MrsL James fiwveyed th« Room with 
more Attention than Ihe would have be- 
ftowed on one much finer. At lengih the 
Converfation began, in which the "Weather 
and the Diverfions of the Town, were well 
canvaffed. j^'melia, who was a Woman of 
great Humour, performed her Part to Ad- 
miration 1 fo that a By-ftander woyid have 
doubted, in every other Articie than Drefs^ 
which of the two was the moft accomplilh- 
cd fine Lady. 
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Amelia directly to a Rout, where fhe fpent 
two Hours in a Croud of Company, talked 
again and again over the Diverfions and 
News of the Town, played two Rubbers 
at Whiflce, and then retired to her own 
Apartment, where having paft another Hour 
in undreffing herfelf, fhe went to Bed by 
herfelf. 

Bifotb and his Wife, the Moment their 
Companion was gone, fat down to Supper 
on a Piece of cold Meat, the Remains of 
their Dinner. After which, over a Pint of 
Wine, . they entertained themfel ves for a 
while with the ridiculous Behaviour of their 
Vifitant. But Amelia declaring (he rather 
faw her as the Objeft of Pity than Anger, 
turned the Difcourfe to pleafanter Topics. 
The little Actions of their Children, the 
former Scenes, and future Profpefts of their 
Life, furniftied them with many pleafant 
Ideas, and the Contemplation of Amelia^s 
Recovery threw Boolb into Raptures. At 
length they retired, and with mutual De- 
iires, and equal Warmth, flew into each 
other's Arms. 

It is poflibk fome Readers may be no l«fs 
furprized at the Behaviour of Mrs. James^ 
than was Amelia herfelf, fmce they may 

have 
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have perhaps received fo favourable an Im- 
prefTion of that Lady from the Account given 
of her by Mr. Boetby that her prtfent De- 
meanour may feem unnatural and incon- 
fiftent with her former Charafter. But they 
wijl be plcafcrd to confider the great Altera- 
ti on in her Circumllances, from a State (4 
Dependency on a Brother, who was himfctf 
no better than a Soldier of fortune, to that 
ot being Wife to a Man of a very large 
P^lUte, and cnnfiderabJe Rank in Lite, 
And what was her prefent Behaviour more 
than that of a fine Lady, who conddered 
Form and Show as efTential Ingredients of 
human Happinefs, and imagined all Friend- 
Ihip to confifl; in Ceremony, Curt'fies, Mef- 
fages and Vifits? In which Opinion ftic 
hath the Honour of the Concurrence of 
much tlie larger Part of one Sex, and no 
fni,d! Number of the other. 
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CHAP. VII. 

X^ontaining a very extraordinary andpkafanf 

Incident. 

THE next Evening Booth and yfmelia 
went to walk in the Park with their 
Children. They were now' oh the Verge 
of the Parade, and Booth was defcribing to 
his Wife the feveral Buildings round it ; 
when on a fudden yfmelia miffing her little 
Boy cried out, where's little Billy j upon 
which Booth calling his Eyes over the 
Grafs faw a Foot-Soldier fhaking the Boy 
at a little Diftance. At this Sight, without 
making any Anfwer to his Wife, he leapt 
over the Rails; and running direftly up to 
the Fellow, who had a Firelock with a 
Bayonet fixed in his Hand, he, ftized him 
by the Collar, and tript up his Heels, and 
at the fame time wrefted his Arms from 
him. A Serjeant upon Duty feeing the 
Affray at fome Diftance ran prefcntly up^ 
and being told what had happened, gave 
the Centinel a hearty Curfe, and told him 
he deferved to be hanged. A By-flander 
gave this Information ; tor Booth was return- 
ed with his little Boy to mtti Jmelia^ who 
ftaggered towards him as fail as fhe couid,- 

aU 
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Amelia \yf fuppofing he had a Commiflion 
in the Guards had been guilty of no Af- 
front to diat honourable Body. 

Booth had a real Affeftion for Jth'tifon, 
the' in faft he knew not half his Merit. 
He acquainted him with his Lodgings, 
where he earncftly defircd to fee him. 

AmtUa, who was far from being recovered 
from the Terrors into which the feeing her 
Hafband engaged with the Soldier had thrown 
her,defired to go home -, nor was (he well able 
to walk without fome Afiiftance. While flie 
fopported herfelf therefore on her Hulband's 
Arm, Ihc told Atkinfon, (he fhould be ob- 
l^cd to him, if he would take care of the 
Children. He readily accepted the Office; 
bat upon offering his Hand to Mifs, fhe 
refufed, and burft into Tears. Upon which 
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sftrongly braced that nothing could (hake 
them, he had enough in his Mind to have 
Xet him a tremblk^ equally with the Lady. 

. When they airived at the Lodgings, the 
Miftrefs of the Houfe opened the Door, 
•who, feeing Anelia^s Condition, threw open 
the Parlour, and begged her to walk in ; 
upon whkrh (he immediately &ung herfelf 
into a Chair ; and all prefent thought ihe 
would have fainted away ^^ However ihe 
efcaped that Mifery, and having drank a 
Glafs of Water with a little white Wine 
mixed in it, (he began in a little time to 
regain her Complexion, and at length aT- 
fured Bcotb that (he was perfectly recovered ; 
i)yt declared fhe had fiever undo'gone fo 
much, and earneftly begged him never Co 
be fo rafii for the future. She then called 
iher little Boy, and gently chid him ; fay- 
ing, ^ you muft never do fo more» 

* Billy ; you fee what Mifchief you might 
^ have brought upon your Father ; and 

* what you have made me fuffcr.' * La ! 

* Mamma<»' faid the Child, * what Harm 
^ did I do? I did not know diast People 

^ might not walk in the green Fields in 
' ^ London. I am fare if I did a Fauk, the 

* Man punifhed me enough for it ; for he 
^ pinched me almoft through my flcnder 

• Arm.* 
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' Arm.* He then bared hia little Arm, 
which was greatly difcoloured by the Injury 
it had received — Booth uttered a moft dread- 
ful Execration at this Sight ; and the Ser* 
jeant, who was now prefent, did the like. 

J/kinfon now returned to his Guard, and 
went diredly to the OfHcer to acquaint him 
with the Soldier's Inhumanity ; buc he who 
was about fifteen Years of Age, gave the 
Serjeant a great Curfe, and faid the Soldier 
had done very well ; for that idle Boys ought 
to be corrcfted. This however did not 
fatisfy poor Atkinfan^ who the next Day, 
as foon as the Guard was relieved, beat the 
Fellow moll unmercifully, and told him he 
would remember him as long as he flayed 
in the Regiment. 

Thus ended this trifling Adventure, which 

fome Readers will perhaps be pleafcd wich 
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This Accident pfoduced the firft Ac- 
quaintance between the Miftrcfs of thfe 
Houfc^ and her Lodgers 5 for hitherto they 
had fcarce exchanged a Word together. 
But. the great Concern which thd good 
Woman had Ihewn on Amelia's account at 
this Tinfe, was not likfely to "pafs unob- 
ferved^ or unthankcd either by the Hufband 
or Wife. Amelia therefore, as foon as ftie 
ivas able to go -up Stairs, invited Mrs. £/- 
lifon (for that was her Name) to her Apart- 
ment, and defired the Favour of her to flay 
to Supper. She readily complied 5 and they 
pall a very agreeable Evening together, in 
which the two Women feemed to have 
conceived a ttioft extraordinary Liking to 
each other. 

Tho* Beauty in general dc«:h not greatly 
recommend one Woman to another, as it 
is too^pt'to {rreate Envy ; yiet in Caf^s 
where this PaiBon doth not interfere, a fine 
Woman -is often a pleafing Objeft even to 
fome of her own Sex ; efpecially when 
her Beauty is attended with a certain Air: rff 
-Afiabillty, as was that of Amelra in thfc 
Wgheft Degree. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ellifon therefore was as much charm- 
ed with the Lovchnefs of her fair Lodger, 
as with all her other engaging QuaHues. 
She was indeed fo taken with Amelia's 
Beauty, that fhe could not refrain from 
crying out in a kind of Tranfport of Ad- 
niiration, ' upon my Word, Captain Booth, 

* you are the happieft Man in the World. 

* Your Lady is fo extremely handfome, 
■■ that one cannot look at her without 
' Plcafure,' 

This good Woman herfelf had none of 
thefe attractive Charms to the Eye, Hh 
Perfon was Ihort, and immoderately fat; 
her Featnres were none of the mod regular; 
and her Complexion (if indeed Ihe ever had 
a good one) had confiderably fuffercd by 
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CHAP. VIIL 
Containing various Matters. 

A Fortnight had now paft, fince Booth 
had feen or heard from the Colonel; 
ivhich did not a Iktle furprize hini, as they 
ba^ parted fo good Friends, and as he had 
(b cordially undertaken his Caufe concern- 
ing the Memorial, on which all his Hopes 
depended* 

The Uneafinefs which this gave him, far- 
ther encreafed on finding that his Friend re- 
fufed to fee him : for he had paid the Colonel 
a Vifit at Nine in the Morning, and was told 
he was not ftirring ; and at his Return back 
an Hour afterwards, the Servant faid his 
Mailer was gone out ; of which Booth was 
certain of the ralfehood : for he had, during 
that whole Hour, walked backwards and 
forwards within Sight of the Colonel's Door, 
and mufl: have feen him, if he had gone out 
within that Time. 

The good Colonel however did not long 
fuffer his Friend to continue in the deplora- 
ble State of Anxiety -, for the very next 
Morning Booth received his Memorial in- 

Vou II. E clofcd 
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clofeJ in a Letter, acquainting him thai 
Mr. James had mentioned his Affair to the 
Ferfon he prc^fed \ but that the great Man 
had fo many Engagements on his Hands, 
that it was impofTible for him to make any 
further Fromifes at this Time, 

The cdd and diftant Stile of this Letter^ 
and indeed the whole Behaviour of JameSt 
lb different from what it had been formerly, 
had fomething fo myfterious in it, that it 
greatly puzzled and perplexed poor Baotb\ 
and it was fo long before he was able to 
folve it, that the Reader's Curiofity will 
perhaps be obliged to us for not leaving 
him fo long in the dark as to this M^ter. 
The true Reafon then of the Colonel's Con- 
duit was this : His unbounded Generofity, 
together with the unbounded Extravagance, 
aiid confequently the great Neceffity of Mifs 
Malbcws, had at length overcome the 
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from Bco^^ was no other than the identical 
Colonel, than fhe employed every Art of 
vhich fhe was Miftrefs, to make gn utter 
fireach of Friendfliip between thefc two* 
For this P«irpofe (he did not fcruple to in- 
linu&te, that the Colonel was not at all ob- 
liged to the Charaftcr given of him by his 
Friend ; and to the Account of this latter 
fte placed moft of the Cruelty which fhe 
liad mewn to the former. 

i 

Had the Colonel made a proper Uft 
t)f his Reafon^ and fairly examined the 
Probability rf the Faft, he could fcarcc 
have been impofed upon to believe a Matter 
fo iiiconfiftent with all he knew of Boolb^ 
and in which that Gentleman muft: have 
jinned againft all the Laws of Honour with- 
out any vifible Temptation. But in folemn 
faft, the Colonel was fb intoxicated with 
his Love^ that it was in the Power of his 
Miftncfi to have perfoaded him of any 
thing \ beiides, he had an Interefl: in giving 
her Credit : for he was not a little pleafed 
with finding a Reafon for hating the Man, 
•whom he could not help hating without any 
Reafon, at leafl:, without any which he 
durft fairly aflign evjen to himfelf. Hence- 
jforth therefore lie abandoned all Friendlhip 
^r Boeth^ and wai mere inclined to put him 

£ 2 out 
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out of the World, than to endeavour my 
longer at fupporting Iiim in it. 

Beoib communicated this I^etter to Hi 
Wtte, who endeavoured, as ufual, to tbe 
litmoft of her Power to confole him unda 
one of the greateft Affliftions wluch, I 
think, can befal a Man, namely, tbe On- 
kindnefs of a Friend ; but he had lucluly 
at the fame time the greatell Blefling in 1^ 
Fofltrflion, the Kindnefs of a faithful andb^ 
loved Wife. A Blefling however, which 
thu' it ccmpenfatcs mod of the Evils cf 
Life, rather f'erves to aggravate the Misfor- 
tune ot diftrcfs'd Circumftances, from tbe 
Confideration of the Share which £he is to 
bear in them. I 

This Afternoon Amelia received a iecond 
Vifit from Mrs. Eliifon^ who acquainted 
her that Ihe had a Piefent of a Tiiiet for 
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• fadion I have in any of your Pleafurest 

• I am convinced you would not refiile th« 

• Favour Mrs. Ellifon is fo kind to offer 

• you 5 for as yoU are a Lover of Mufic, 

• you, who have never been at an Oratorio, 

• cannot conceive how you will be do- 

• lighted.' I well know your Goodnefs^ 

• my Dear/ aniWered Amelia^ * but I can- 
« not think of leaving my Children without 

• fome Pcrfon more proper to take care of 

• them than this poor Girl.' Mrs. Ellifon 
removed this Objedion, by offering her 
own Servant, a very difcreet Matron, to 
attend them ; but notwithftanding this, anci 
all Ihe could fay with the Affiftance of 
Booth J and of the Children thjcmfelvcs, 
Amelia dill perfifted irf her Refufal 5 and 
the Miftrcfs of the Houfe, who knew how 
far good Breeding allows Perfons to be prelt 
ing on thefe Occafions, took her Leave. 

She was no fooner departed, than Amelia 
looking tenderly on her Hufband faid, 

• how can yqu, my dear Creature, think 

• that Mufic hath any Charms for me at 

• this Time — Or indeed do you believe thai 

• I am capable of any Senfation worthy the 

• Name of Pleafure, when neither you nor 

• my Children are prefent, cr bear any 

• part of it ? * 

E 3 Aa 
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An Officer of the Regiment to which. 
Booth had formerly belonged^ beatiog from 
Alkinfen where he lodged, now came to 
pay him a ViJlt. He told hioi that feverat 
of their old Acquaintance were to meet the 
next Wednefday at a Tavern, and very 
ftrongly prcfled him to be one of the Com- 
pany. Booth was in truth what is called a 
hearty Fellow, and loved now aad then to 
take a chearful Glafs with his Friends } but 
he excufed himfclf at this Time. Hi* 
Friend declared he would take no Oeni^U 
and he growing very importunate, JimtUs 
at length feccmaed him. Upon this Booth 
anfwered» * well, my Dear, fince you de- 

* fire me, I will comply, bpt on one Con- 
^ didon, that you go at the fame time to 

* the Oratorio.* Amilia thought this Re- 
queft reafonab!e enough, and gave her 
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fides Booth were confined to that Air, which 
hath beea always found extremely whole- 
fome to a broken military Conftitution. And 
here if the good Reader will pardon the 
Pun, he will fcarce be offended at the Ob- 
fervation-, fince how is it pofiible that>yith- 
out running in Debt, any Perfons (hould 
maintain the Drefs and Appearance jof /a 
-Gentleman, whofe Income is not half ft> 
goad as that of a Porter ? It is true, thsfc 
•this Allowance, fmall as it is, is a great 
Eitpence to the Public •, but if feveral more 
tmneceflary Charges were fjpared, the Public 
mi gilt perhaps bear a little Encreafe of this 
without much feeling it. They wouldnot^ 
I am fure, have equal Reafon to complaia 
at contributing to the Maintenance of a Set 
'of brave Fellowis, who, at the Hazard of 
their Health, their Limbs atid their Ltves^ 
'have maintained the Safety and Honour 
of their Country ; as when they find them- 
fclves taxed to the Support of a Set of 
Drones, who have not the leaft Merit or 
Claim to their Favour ; and who, without 
contributing in any manner to the Good of 
the Hive, live luxurioufly on tlic Labourii 
•of the induftrious Bee. 
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CHAP. IX. 

/« wBieh Amelia, with her Friend^ giei 
to cbe Oratorio. 

NOTHING happened between the 
Monday and the H^ednefday worthy a 
i:'lacc in this Hiftory. Upon the Evening of 
the latter the two Ladies went to the Ora- 
torio, and were there time enough to get t 
firfl: Row in the Galery. Indeed there was 
only one Ferfon in the Houfe when they 
came : for yimeHa's Inclinations, when fhe 
gave a Loofe to them, were pretty eager for 
this Diverfion, fhe being a great Lover of 
Mulic, and particularly of Mr. Handel's Com- 
pofuions. Mrs. EUi/on was, I fuppofe, a 
great Lover likewife of Mufic, for flic was 
the more impatient of the two i which 
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their firft Arrival in the Galery ; and who, 
though plainly, or rather roughly drefled, 
very luckily for the Women happened to 
be not only well-bred, but a Perfon of very 
lively Converfation. The Gentleman on his 
part feemed highly charmed with Amelia^ 
and in faft was fo: for, though he rcftrained 
himfelf entirely within the Rules of Good- 
Breeding, yet was he in the higbeft Degree 
officious to catch at every Opportunity of 
ihewing his Refpedl^ and doing her little 
Services*. He procured her a Book and 
Wax-Gandle, and held the Candle for her 
himfetf daring the whole Entertainment. 

At the End of the Oratorla, he declared 
he would not leave the Ladies till he had. 
feen them fafc mto their Chairs or Coach ; 
and at the fame time very eameftly entreat- 
ed that he might have the Honour of wait- 
ing on thcn>. Upon which Mrs. EMifon'^ 
who was a very good-humoured Woman, 
anfwered, * Ay lure. Sir, if you plcafe ; 

* you have been very obliging to us -, and a 

* Dilh of Tea (hall be at your Service at 

* any time \ and then told him where fhe 

* lived.^ 

The Ladies were na fooner feated in theii: 
Hackney-coach, than Mrs. Ellifon burft into 

E 5 , a. 
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a loud Laughter, and cried, * I'lV be hanged, 

* Madam, if you hare not made a Con- . 

* quell to night ^ and wliat is very plealaot, 

* I believe the poor Gentleman takes you 

* for a fingle Lady.' ' Nay/ anfwered 
Amelia very gravely, * I proteft I began to 

* think at laft he was rather too particular, 

* though he did not venture at a Word that 

* I could be ofTendcd at \ but if you fancy 

* any fuch thing, I am forry you invited , 

* him to drink Tea.* * Why fo ? * replied ' 
Mrs. Ellifen, ' Are you angry with a Maa 

* for liking you ? If you ai'e, you will be 

■ angry with almoft every Maa that fees 

* you. Ir I was a Man myfelf, I declare 

* I fliould be in the Number of ycmr Ad- 

* mirers. Poor Gentleman, I pity him hear- 

■ tily i he little knows that you have not a 

* Heart to difpofe of. For my own part, I 

■ fliould not be furprized at feeing a ferious 
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* a Maoj who had an improper Liking for 
*• me/ Mrs. Ellifen^ who was one of the 
gayeft Women in the World,, repeated the 
Words^ improper Liking, with a Laugh ^ 
and cried, * My dear Mrs. BoQthy believe 

* me, you are too. handlbme and too good- 

* humoured for a Prude. How can you aF- 

* fe6t being offended at what I am con- 

* vinced is the greateft Pleafure of Woman- 

* kind, and chiefly I believe of us virtu- 

* ous Women I for I affure you, not with- 

* ftanding my Gaiety, I am as viEtuous as. 

* any Prude in Europe.* * Far be it fron* 

* me, Madam,* faid Amelia^ ^ to. fufpe^ 

* the contrary of abundance of Women^ 
" * who indulge thcmfclves in much greater 

* Freedoms than I Ihould take, of have 

* any Pleafure in taking r for I folemnly 
proteft, if I know my own KEearc, the 

* liking of all Men, but of one, is a Mat- 

* ter quite indifferent to me, or cathcr would 
^ be highly difagreeable..*' 

This Diftx)urfe brought them* home, where 
Amelia finding her Children afleep, and her 
Hulband not returned, invited her Com- 
panion to. partake of her homely Fa^e, and 
down they fat to Suppep together. The 
Clock ftruck twelve •, and no News being 
' arrived of Booths Mrs. EUifon began tx> ex- 
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prefa feme Aftoniihmenc at his Stay, whence 
Ihe launched into a general Reflexion on 
Hulbands, and foon palt to fome particular 
Invectives on her own. ' Ah, my dear 

* Madam,* fays (he, * I know the prefent 

* State of your Mind by what I have ray- 

* felf often felt formerly. I am no Stranger 

* to the melancholy Tone of a midnight 
' Clock. It was my Misfortune to drj^ 

* on a heavy Chain above fifteen Years with 

* a lotdfh Yoke-fellow. But how can I 

* wonder at my Fate; fmce I fee even your 
' fuperiour Charms can't confine a Hufbaod 

* from the bewitching Pleafures of a Bottle.' 

* Indeed, Madam,' fays j^meiia^ ' ] have 

* no Reafon to complain, Mr. Boeib Is one 

* of the fobcreft of Men i but now and 

* then to fpend a late Hour with his Friend, 

* is, I [hinic, highly excufabie.' . O, no 

* doubt,' cries Mrs. EiUfon, ' if be can ex- 

* cufe himfelfi but if I was a Man.' — Here 
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neither bis Wife, nor Mrs. Ettifon^ thoughc 
•of their Beds during a jMrhole Hour. 

Early the next Morning the Serjeant came 
to Mr. Boofb*s Lodgings^ and with a me- 
lancholy Countenance acquainted him, that 
he had been the Night before at an Ale- 
houfe, where he beard one A^r. Murpby 
an Attorney declare, that be would get a 
Warrant backed agaioil one Capt Booth at 
the next Board of Green-Cloth. « I hope^ 

* Sir,' faid he, • your Honour will pardon 
^ me ; but by what he faid, I was afraid he 
< meant your Honour; and therefore I 
^ thought it my Duty to tell you ; for I knew 
^ the fame thing happen to a Gentleman 

* here t'other Day. V 

Booth gave Mr. Jltkinfon many Thanks 
for his Information. ^ I doubt not,' laid 
he, ^ but I am the Perfon meant ; for it 
^ would be foolifh in me to deny that I am 

* liable to Apjprehenfions of that fort/ * I 

* hope. Sir,' faid the Serjeant, * your Ho- 

* nour will foon have Reafon to fear no 

* Man living; but in the mean time, if 

* any Accident Ihould happen, my Bail is 
^ at your Service as far as it will go ; and 
« I am a Houfckeepcr, and can fwcar my- 

! f^i^ ]?9[^ .^99/1* ]yVhich hearty and 

' friendly 
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frienilly Declaration received all thofe Ac- 
knowledgments from Beotby which ic rcallf 
defer ved. 

The poor Gentleman was greatly aiarmtd 
at this News ; but he was altogether as 
much furprized at Murphy's being the At- 
torney ctpployed againft him, as all his 
Debts, except only co Cape. James, arol'e 
in tlie Country, where he did not know 
that Mr. Murphy had any Acquaintance. 
However, he made no doubt that he was 
the Pctfon intended, and refolved to remain 
a clofc Prifoner in his own Lodgings, 'till lie 
Taw the Event of a Propofal which had been 
made him the Evening before at the Ta- 
vern, where an lioncftGentleitian, who had 
a Pofl: under the Government, and who was 
-one of the Company, had promifed to ferve 
him with the Secretary at War, telling him, 
that he made no doubt of procuring him 
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k not been thai, jimlia gave, on this Occa>* 
•fipn, an Inltance of that Prudence whtchi 
can never be too €ircumfpe(ft in. married 
Women of Delicacy : for before (he would 
conftnt to drink Tea with Mrs, Ellifon^ fhe 
made Conditions, that the Gentleman who 
had met them at the Oratorio fhould not be 
Jet in. Indeed this Circumfpedion proved 
unneceflary in the prefent Inftance ; for na 
Xuch Vifitor'ever came; a Circumftance 
which g^ve great Content to Amelia : for 
that Lady had been a little uneafy at the 
Raillery of Mrs. Ellifon^ and had upon Re- 
flexion magmfied every little Compliment 
made her,, and every little Civility (hewn her 
by the unknown Gentleman, far beyond the 
Truth. Thefe Imaginations, now all Tub- 
.fided ag^; and ihe imputed aU^that Mrs. 
Ellifon had iaid> either to Raillery or Mlf* 
Cake. 

A young Lady made a fourth with them 
at Whiik, and likewife ftayed the whole 
Evening. Her Name was Bennet. She 
•was about the Age of fivie and twenty % 
but Sicknefe had ^ven her an older Look, 
and had a good de^ diminifhed her Beauty '\ 
cS which, young as (he was, fhe plainly 
ajppeared to have only the Remains in her 
prefent Po^effion. She was in one parti* 

cular 
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cular the very Reverie of Mrs. EJlifon, being 
altogether as remarkably grave as the other 
was gay. This Gravity was not however 
atteniled with any Sou-nels of Temper : On 
the contrary, (he had much Swcetnefs in 
her Countenance, and was perfedtly wcU- 
brcd. In (hort, Amelia imputed her grave 
l).^portmcnc to her ill Health, and began to 
emi.rCLiin a Compafilon tor her, which in 
good Minds, that is to fay, in Minds capa- 
ble of Companion, is certain to introduct 
fome little Degree of Love or Friendftiip. 

Amelia was in (hort fo pleafed with the 
Converfation of this l-.ady, that, though si 
"Woman of no impertinent Curiofity, (he 
could not help taking the firft Opportunity 
of enquiring who ftie was. Mrs. EllifoH 
faid, that (he was an unhappy Lady, wb« 
had married a young Clergyman for Love, 
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(he is a Woman of no Form : and as I 

' ~ faw plainly (he was extremely pleafed with 

Mrs. Bcoib^ I am convinced I can bring 

her to drink Tea with you any Afternoon 

* you plcafc.' 

The two next Days BooSb continued at 
home, highly to the Satisfa£tion of his jfme- 
lia^ who really knew no Happinefs out of 
bis Company, nor fcarce any Mifery in it. 
She had indeed at all times fo much of his 
Conrpany when in his Power, that fhe had no 
occanon to aflign any particular Reafon for 
his flaying with her, and confequently it could 
give her no Caufe of Sufpicion. The Sa- 
turday one of her Children was a little dif- 
ordered with a feverifli Complaint, which 
confined her to her Room, and prevented 
her drinking Tea in the Afternoon with her 
Hufband in Mrs. Eilifon^^ Apartment, where 
a noble Lord, a Coufin of Mrs. ElHfon*% 
happened to be prefent : for though that 
Lady was reduced in her Circumftances, 
and obliged to let out Part of her Houfe 
in Lodgings, fhe was born of a good Fa- 
mily, and had fome confiderablc Relations. 

His Lordfhip was not himfelf in any 
Office of State ; but his Fortune, gave him 
great Authorty with thofe who were. Mrs. 

Elli/ou 
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ElUpm thcrefcH'c very bluntly took an Op- 
portunity of recommendir^ Bo9tb to his 
Confideration. She took the firft Hint 
from my Lord's calling the Gentleman 
Captain— To which (lie anfwered— * Ay^ 

* I wifli your Lord (hip would make him 
^ fo. It would be but an A& of Juf- 

* tice^ and I know it is in your Power 

* to do much greater things.* She then 
nuentioncd Boclb^s Services, and the Wounds 
:be had received at the Siege, of which (hd 
'had heard a fiaithful Account ivom AmfUa-^ 
B^osb blufhed, and was as filent as a young 
Virgin at the hearing her own Praifes. H» 
Lordfliip anfwered, ^ Coufin Eilifmy you 
> know you may command my Intereft \ 
^ nay, I fhall faikve a Pleafure in ferving 
;• one of Mr. Bo4fth\ Cbarafter : for my 
^ part, I think Merit in all Capacitiei 
^ ought to be encouraged ; but I know thie 

* Miniftry are greatly peftercd with Solici- 
-• tations at this time. However, Mr. Bootl 

* may be aflured I will take the firft Oppor- 
^ tunity ; and in the mean time I (hall b( 

* glad of feeing him any Morning he 

* pleafcs.* For all thefe Declarations, Bo^l 
was not wanting in Acknowledgments to 
the generous Peer, any more than he wai 
in fccret <jratitude to the Lady, who had 

ftie^ 
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fhewn fo friendly and uncommon a Zeal in 
his Favour* 

The Reader, when he knows the Cha- 
ra^er of this Nobleman, may perhaps 
conclude t-bat his feeing Booib alone was a 
UtfrkyCirqtmftance ; for he was fp paflSonate 
an Admirer of Women, that he could fcarce 
Jbav« eicaped the Attradiion of Amelia^ 
Beauty. And few Men, as I have ob** 
fcrved, hav^-fuch difintercfted- Gcnerofity 
as to ferve k Huiband the better, becaufe 
they are in Love with hi§ Wife, unlefs fhe 
will condefcend to pay a Price beyond the 
Beach, of. a virtuous Woman. 



(v 



BootV% Affairs now put on a better A- 
-j^d tb^ they 4ad ever worn before, ' and 
he neturoed with, great, Pleafure to\it9 Amt^ 
Ua^ to coomfiunicater tQi her the good Nctws ; 
which jQie was /not at prefent very capable 
of enjoying, as her little Girl was growa 
worfe^ and her Fears on that account bad 
abibrbed the whpk Attention of the Mother^ 
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E left jtmelia^ at the End of our 

laft Book, nurfing her (ick Child t 

and tho' our Reader is no doubt 

dcfirous el" krwwirg the Event of fo 
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nation of that Behaviour which appeared to 
him (o myfterious ; but the Colonel was ^ 
inacceflSble as the beft defended Fortrefs ; 
and it was as impoflible for Boofb to paf9 
beyond his Entry, as the Spaniards found 
it to take Gibraltar. He received the ufual 
Anfwers*, firft, that the Colonel was not 
ftitring, and an Hour after that he was 
gone out. All that he got by aflcing fur- 
ther Queftions> was only to' receive ftill 
ruder and ruder Anfwers ;• by which, if he 
had been very fagacious, he might have 
been fatisBed how little worth his while it 
was to defire to go in : for the Porter at a 
great Man's Door is a kind of Barometer, 
by which you may difcover the Warmth 
or Coldnefs of his Matter's Friendlhip. 
Nay, in the higheft Stiaripns of all, as the 
great Man himlelf hath his different kinds 
of Salutation, from an hearty Embrace with 
a Kifs, and my dear Lord, or dear Sir 
Charles^ down to, well Mr. ■ what 

would you have me do ? So the Porter to 
fonie bows with Refped, to others with a 
Smile, to fome he bows^ more^ to others 
lefs low, to others not at all. Some he juft 
lets in, and others he juft fluits out. And 
in all this they fo well correipond, that one 
would be. inclined to think that the grear 
Man. and his Porter had cpmpared their 
I Li% 
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get in again, fxying, that he was a prettf 
JLad, and they muu not lofe him. 

Booth told him in a Whifper, that he 
had a great deal to fay to him on that Sub- 
jeft, if they were in a more private Place ; 
Upon this the Colonel propofed a Walk in 
the Park, which the other readily accepted. 

During their Walk, Boeih opened hb ^ 
Heart, and among other Matters acquainted 
Col. Balb that he feared he had loA the 
Friendfhip of Col.James; * .though I am 
< not,* faid he, ' confcious of having done 

* the leaft thing to deferve it.* 

Balb anfwered, * You are certdoly mif- 

* taken, Mr. Booth. I have indeed fcarce 

* feen my Brother fince my coming to Town : 

* for I have been here but two Days \ how- 

* ever I am convinced he is a Man of too 
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him from giving you Satisfaftion.' ' The 
AflFair is not of any fuch kind,' fays Booib^ 
I have great Obligatbns to the CoIoneI» 
and have more reaibn to lament than tx>m- 
plain \ and if I could but fee him, I am 
convinced I fliould have no caufc for either; 
hot I cannot get wkkin his Houfe ; it was 
but an Hour ago^ a Servant of his turned 
me rudely from the Door/ * Did a Ser- 
vant of my Brother ufe you rudely ? * 
•fiiid the Colonel, with the utmoft Gravity. 
i do not know, • Sir, in what Light you 
foe iiach -things \ but to me the Affront of 
a Servant is the Affront of the Mafter ; 
and if ho doth not immediately puniih it, 
by^all' the Dignity of Man^ I would fee 
. the Mailer's Nofc between my Fingers/ 
Boofb ofiered to explain, but to no Furpofe; 
theCoionel was got into his Stilts; and it 
was impoflible to take him down, nay, it 
was as much as Booth could poflibiy do to 
part. with him without, an acfcual Quarrel ; 
nor would he perhaps have been able to have 
accomplifhod it, had not the Colonel by Ac- 
cident turned at laft to take Booth* s Side of 
the Queflion ; and before they feparated, 
he fworc many Oaths that James Ihould 
give him proper SatisfafUon. 

Vol. il. ./ F CHAP. 
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CHAP. ir. 

CentMtKtig a Brace ef DeSors^ and. mmb' 

fbyjical Matter. 

SUCH was the End of this preleot lo- 
tcrview, fo little to tbe Concent of 
Jieotb, that he was heartiljr concerned he 
had ever mentioned a Syllable of the Mat 
ter. He now returned with all his Uneali- 
nefs to his Amelia^ whom he found in t 
Condition very little adapted to relieve or 
comfort him. That pcxir Woman was now 
indeed under very great Apprchcnfiohs for 
her Child, whofe Fevernowb^anitonigc 
very violently : and what was worfe, an 
Apothecary had been with her, and fright- 
ened her almoft out of her Wits. He had 
Indeed reprefented the Cafe of the Child to 
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already done for the Patient i all which, a^ 
foon as informed, he greatly approved. The 
Doftor then fat down, called for a Pen 4nd 
Ink, filled a whole Side of a Sheet of Paper 
with Phyfic, then took a Guinea, apd took 
his leave *, the Apothecary waiting upon 
him down St^s, as he had attended hxm up* 

All that Night both Amelia and BBoib fat 
up with (heir Child, who rather grew worfe 
than better. In the Mornlns Mrs. Ellijon 
found the Infant ip a raging Fev^r, burning 
hot, and very light-headed, and the Moth^ir 
under the highclt Dejedipn : for the Dis- 
temper had not given the leaft Ground to 
all the Efforts of the Apothecary and Doc- 
tor, but feemed to defy their utmoft Powcy, 
with all that tremeiidous Apparatus of Phials 
and Qallypots, which were ranged in Battle- 
array all over the Room. 

Mrs. EllifoH feeing the diftrefled, and In- 
deed diftraded Condition of j^elia*s Mind, 
attempted to comfort her by giving her 
Hopes of the Child's Recovery. « Upon 

• my Word, Madam,' fays fhe, ^ I faw a 

• Child of much the fame Age with Mifs, 

• who, in my Opinion was much worfe, 
« re&ored to Health in a few Days by a Phy- 
]^ fician of my Acquaintance ^ nay, I have 

F 2 * known 
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• known him cure feveral others of very bad 

* Fevers } and, if Mifs was under his Care, 

* I dare fwear ihe would do very well ;' 

• Good Heavens! Madam,' anfwcred /tmt- 
lia, * why would you not mention him to 

* me? for my part, I have no Acquaintance 

* with any London Phyficians, nor do I 

• know whom the Apothecary hath brought 

• me.' * Nay, Madam,' cries Mrs. EJlifon, 

• it is a tender thing you know, to recom- 

* mend a Fhyfician -, and as for my Doftor, 
< there are abundance of People who give 
*■ him an ill Name ; indeed it is true, he 
{ hath cured me twice of Fevers, and fo he 

* hath feveral others to my Knowledge \ 

• nay, 1 never heard of any more than one 

• of his Patients that died ; and yet as the 

* Doftors and Apothecaries all give him an 

• ill Charafter, one is fearful, you know, 

* dear Madam.' — Booth enquired the Doc- 
tor's Name, which he no fooner heard, than 




Ch. 2. AMELIA. loi 

thecary attending him, as before. He agairt 
furveyed and handled the Sick ; and when 
Jmelia be^ed him to tell her, if there was 
any Hopes, he (hook his Head, and faid, 

* To be fure, Madam^ Mifs is in a very dan- 
' gerous Condition, and there is no Time 

* to lofe. If the Blilters, which I fhall now 

* order her, fhould not relieve her> I fear 

* — We can do no more.* — * Would not you 

* pleafe. Sir,' fays the Apothecary, * to 

* have . the Powders and the Draught re- 

* peatcd ?' — • How often wete they or- 

* dercd ? * cries the Doctor — * Only iertia 

* quaq. Hord^ fays the Apothecary — * Let 

* them be taken every Hour, by all*means>* 
cries the Doftor •, ^ and — let mc fee, pray 

* get me a Fen and Iuk» — ' If you think 

* the Child in fuch imminent Danger,* faid 
BoQtb^ ^ would you give us Leave to call 

* in another Phyfician to your Afliftance— 

* Indeed my Wife-— * O by all means,* faid 
the Doftor, • it is what I very much wi(h. 

* Let me fee, Mr. jirfenic^ whom Ihall we 

* call'— * what do you think of Dr. jDofc- 

* well ? * faid the Apothecary — * no body 

^ better,* cries th« Phyfician- * I fhould 

« have no Objeftion to the Gentleman,' an- 
fwered Bcofby * but another hath been rc- 

* commended to my Wife.* Hethenmen^ 
tioned the Phyfician , for whom they had 

F 3 juft 
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juft before fcnt. * Who, Sir,' cries the DoQor, 
dropping his Pen i and when Beelh repeated 
che Naineof yiowpy^*, * Exciifc me. Sir,' 
cries the Doftor haftily, * I Ihall not m«t 
'' him' — * why fo. Sir ?' anfwered Booth, ' I 

* will not meet him,* replied the Doftor, 

* Ihall I meet a Man who pretends to know 
' more than the whole College, and would 
< overturn the whole Method of Praftice, 

* which is fo well eftabliflicd, and from 

* which no one Perfon hath pretended to 

* deviate ?* * Indeed, Sir,* cries the Apo- 
thecary, ' you do not know what you are 

* about, afking your Pardon ; why, he 

* kills every body he comes near.' * That 

* is not true,' faid Mrs. EUifon^ • I have 

* been his Patient twice, and I am alive 

* ytt.' — ' You have had good Luck then, 

* Madam,* ^fwered the Apothecary-; 'for 
■ he kills every body he comes near*— 
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anfwcred Mrs. Ellifon^ * for I never heard 
^ but of one^ and chat many Years ago.' 

Before the Difpute was ended, the Doctor 
);^im(elf entered the Room. As be was a 
▼ery well-bred and a very good-natured Man, 
he addreffed hiipfelf wirti much Civility to 
his Brother Phyfician, who was not quite 
fb courteous on his fide. However, he fuf- 
.fered the new Comer to be conducted to the 
fick Bed, and at BootV^ earneft Requeft ca 
deliver his Opinion. 

The Difpute which enfued between the 
two Fhyficians would perhaps be unintelli- 
gible to any but to thofe of tne Faculty, and 
not very entcrtwning to them. The Cha- 
• ra6ter which the Officer and Mrs. EUifon 
had given of the fecond Doftor, had greatly 
prepoflefled Booth in his Favour ; and in- 
deed his Res^bning feemed to be the juller.. 
Booth therefore declared he would abide by^ 
bis Advice ; upon which the former Ope- 
rator, with his Zany the Apothecary, quit- 
ted the Field, and left the other in full Pof- 
feffion of the Sick. 

The firfl: thing the new Doftor did was- 
(to ufe his own Phrafe) to blow up the phy- 
i&gil Magazine. All the Powdas and Po- 

F 4v tions 
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tions inftantly difappcared at his Command : 
for he faid there was a much readier and 
nearer way to convey fuch Stuff to theVault, 
than by firft fending it throi^ a huroaa 
Body. He then ordered the Child K> be 
blooded, gave it a Clyfter, and fomc cool- 
ing Phyfic ; and* in ihort, (that I may not 
'dwell too long on fo unplcafing a Part of 
Hiftory) . within three Days cured the litib 
Patient of her Diftcmper, to the great Sa- 
tisfaction of Mrs. £lli/n, and to . the vaft 
Joy of Amelia. 

'.Some Readers will perhaps think this 
whole Chapter might have been omitted i 
but tliough it contains no great Matter di 
Amufement, it may at leaft ferve to inform 
Fofterity concerning the prefenc State vi 
Phyfic. 
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Bcoib now found a very different Recep* 
tion with this great Man's Porter, from 
what he had met with at his Friend the Co- 
lonel's. He no fooner told his Name, than 
the Porter with a Bow told him his Lordfliip 
was at home; the Door immediately flew 
wide open i and he was condufted to an An^ 
tichamoer, where a Servant told him he 
would acquaint his Lordihip with bis Arriv* 
al. Nor did he wait many Minutes be- 
fore the fame Servant returned, and uihered 
him to his Lordfliip's ApartmenL 

He found my Lord alone, and wasre-^ 
ceived by him in the moft courteous Man* 
ner ima^nable. After the firft Ceremonials 
were over, his Lordfhip began in the fol- 
lowing Words^ * Mr. Booths I do afluie 

• you you are very much obliged to my 
^ Coufin EdUfon. She hath given you fuck 

• a Chara&er that I fhall have a Pleafure \xk 
^ doing any thing in my Power to ferve 

• you.— But it will be very difficult,. I an 
^ afraid, to get you a Rank at home- la 
^ the JVeft'Indies perhaps, or ia (bme Regi- 
^ ment abroad it may be more e^df ; and 
^ when I confider ybuE Reputation as a. 

• Soldier, I make no dbubt of your Readi*^ 

• ncls to go to any Place whcr« the Service 

- • ^ ^^ 
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• of your Country Jhall call you.' Beotb 
anfwered, • that he was highly obliged to 

• his Lordfhipi and affiircd him, he would 

* with great Cheartlilnefs attend his Duty in 

* any Part of the World. The only thing 

* grievous in the Exchange of Countries, 
faid he, * in my Opinion is to leave thofe 

"• I love behind me, and I ani fure, I fiiall 

• never have a fecond Trial equal to my 
■*'fitft. It was very hard, my Lord, to 

• leave a young Wife big with her firft 

* Child, and fo affcfted with my Abfencc, 

* that I had the iitmoft Reafbn to defpair 

• ot ever feeing her more. After fnch a 
' Dcmonftration of my Refohjrion to facri- 
" (ice every other Confideration to my Duty, 

* I hope your Lordlh^ will honour me 
' " with fome Confidence, that I ihall make 

• no Objcflion to ferve ip any Country.' 
IMy dear Mr. Booth,' atifwered the Lord, 
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iMr. Boolb to come to him again on the ff^ect' 
nefday Morhing, that he might be acquainted 
with his Patron's Succefs. The poor Man. 
now blufhed and looked filly, till after fome 
time» he fummoned pp all hi^ Courage to. 
his Affiftance, and relying on tlie other's. 
Friendfliip» he opened thj? whole Affair of 
bis Circumftances, and confeffed that he 
did not dare ftir ftom his Lodgings above 
one Day in Scvea. His Lord (hip expreflcd. 
great Concern aj: this Account, and very 
kindly promifpd to take foaie Opportunity 
of cajling qo him at his Coufin Ell/fon*s^ 

; when he hoped, h.e fai<J^, to bring him com- 

■ fort^ble Tidings. 

Boctb footi afterwards took his Leave 
with the mofl: profufe Acknowkdgments, 
fdr fo much Goodnefs, and hafteried Home 
tp.. acquaint hb .y^;///a wit^h . what . hajd fo. 

', greatly pVFrjbyed i^im. Sh6 hil^hly cop- 
gratulac^'ljim' ?*A l^'!^ having fbynd fo gene-. 
rous and power fiij a. Friend, towards Whon> 
both : thfeir Bofoms burnt with the warmcft 

. Sehtiqpierits of Gratitude. She Was hot how- 
?vpr contested, ;ili lije Ijad inade Buoth re- 
hew hisi Proniife in the ipo^ foiemi) Manner 

•'if Mkiwjg lieif'\*Fith hiiii.-''Aft6rwRichthey 

.r^at-^pwn with their little Children to ^ Scrag 

of Mutton and Brothj^ with the higheft Sa- 
. tisfa^ioA 
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tisfa^ion» and verv heartily drank tus J^ord- 
&ip's Health in a Pot of Porter. 

In the Afternoon this happy Couple, if 

tlie Reader will allow me to call poor Peopfe 

happy, drarrk Tea with Mrs. £////i», where 

his Lordlhip's Praifes being again repeated 

by both the Hufband and Wife were very 

loudly echoed by Mrs. EUifon. Whik they 

were here, the young Lady, whom we 

have mentioned at the End ot the laft Book 

to have made a Fourth at Whift, and with 

whom Amelia ieemed fo much pleafed, came 

in 9 fhe was juft returned to Town from a 

fhort Vifit in the Country, and her preleot 

Vifit was unexpeded. It was however very 

agreeable to Amelia^ who liked her ftiU 

better upon a fecond Interview, and was re-^ 

lolved to folicit her further Acquaintance* 

Mrs. Binnet ftill maintained ibme Iktle 
Referve, but was much more famifiar and 
communicative than before. She appeared 
moreover to be as little ceremonious as 
Mrs. Ellifon had reported her> and very 
readily accepted AmeUa^% Apology for not 
paying her the firft Vifit, and agreed to 
^ink Tea with her die very next Auernooiu 

ysmk 
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Whilft the above-mentioned Company 
yrere fitting in Mrs. EJJifan\ Parlour, Ser- 
jeant Atkififin paffed by the Window, ami 
knocked at the Door. Mrs. Ettifon no 
fooner faw him, than ihe faid, ^ pray, Mr. 

* Booths who is that genteel young Ser- 

* jeant ? He was here every Day laft Week, 

* to enquire after the Health of Mifs, and 
^ at the Time of her Dangjcc (hewed almoll 
' as much Concern for her as you did your- 
« felf/ This was indeed a Faft ; but as 
the poor Fellow had received all his Anfwers 
from the Makl or Mrs. ElUfon^ Booth had 
never heard a word of the Matter. 1 Tc 
was however greatly pleafi!d with what ht 
was now told, and burft forth into great 
Praifes of the Sojcant, which were iecondi'd 
by JlnuUa^ who added that he was her Fof- 
ter-Brocher, and Ihe believed one of tlic 

FeUows in the WorkL 
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« And rU fwear,' aies Mrs. FMfin, ' he 
is one of the prctueft— Do, Mr. Booib, 
defire him to walk in. A Smtmt <A tbr 
Guards is a Gentlcmao, and I had radier 
ffwc fuch a Man as you dtfitibt a U!h 
of Tea, don my Baa Fribble of tSKsi 
alf 
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Bioth wanted no great Soricitation ta 

fhew any kind of Regard to Alkinfon ; and 
accordingly the Serjeant was uOicred in, 
tho' not without forae Reluftance on his 
Side. There is perhaps nothing more uneafy 
than thoffi Senfations which tlie French call 
the tnauvaife Hotiie, nor any more difficult 
10 conquer ; and poor Jtkinjhii would, I am 
perfuaded, have moiinted a Breach wich 
lefs Concern, than he walked into a Room 
before three Ladies, two of whona were lus 
avowed well Withers. 



Tlio' I do not entirely agree with the 
late learned Mr. EJfex the celebrated Danc- 
ing-Mafter's Opinion, chat Dancing is the 
Rudiments of police Education, as he 
would, I apprehend, exclude every oti 
Art and Science; yec is it certain, 
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yitkinfon was at prefent an Example of 
this Oblcrvation, which doth fo much Ho*- 
nour to a Profeflion for which I have a very 
high Regard. He was handfome and ex- 
quifitely well made; and yet, as he had 
never learnt to dance, he made fo awkward 
an Appearance fn Mrs. Ellifon^s Parlour^ 
that Jrtie good Lady herfdf, who had in- 
vited him in, could at firft fcarce refrain 
from Laughter at his Behaviour. 

He had not however been long in the 
Room, before Admh'ation of his Periba 
got the better of fuch riTible Ideas. So 
great is the Advantage of Beauty in Men 
' as well as Women, and h fure is this Qua- 
lity in either Sex of procuring fome Regard 
from the Beholder. 

The exceeding courteous Behaviour ot 
Mrs. Eltifan^ johM^d to that of Aindia and 
Booth, at length diffipated the Uneafmefs 
€>f Atkinfon v and he gained fufficient Con- 
fidence to tell the Company fonoe entertain- 
ing Stories of Accidents, that had liap- 

' pcned m the Army within his Knowfcdge ; 
which tho* they greatly pkafed all prefoit, 

' are not however of Confequence enough to 

• have a Place in diis Hiftoiy. 

^ ' ' Mrs* 
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Mrs. ElUfon was fo very importunate with 
her Company to (lay Supper, that they all 
confented. As for the Serjeant, he feemed 
to be none of the leaft welcome Guefts. 
She was indeed fo pleafed with what Ihe 
had heard of him, and what ihe faw of 
him, that when a little warmed wich Wine, 
for fhe was no Flincher at the Bottle, ihe 
began to indulge fome Freedoms in her 
Difcourfe towards him, that a little offended 
jimel$a*s DeUcacy, nay, they did not feem 
to be highly rclilhed by the other Lady, 
Tho' I am far from infmuating that thefe 
exceeded the Bounds of Decency, or were 
indeed greater Liberties than Ladies of the 
middle Age, and efpecially Widows, dd 
frequently allow to themfelves. 

CHAP. IV. 

Relating principally to the Affairs of Serjeant 

Atkinfon. 

• 

THE next Day, when all the fame 
Company, Atkinfon only excepted,^ 
alicmbled in Amelia's Apartment, Mrs. £/- 
lifon prefently began to difcourfe of him, 
and that in Terms not only of Approbation, 
but even of Affedion. She called him her 

clijvci 
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clever Seijeant, and her dear Serjeant, re- 
peated often that he was the prettied Fellow 
in the Army, and faid it was a thoufand 
Pities he had not a Commifliion ; for that if 
he had, (he was fure he would become a 
General. 

* I am of your Opinion, Madam,' an- 
fwered BocSb ; ^ and he hath got loo /. of 

* his own already, if he could find a Wife 

* now to help him to two or three hundred 
' more, I think he might eafily get a Conv 

* miffion in a Marching Regiment ; for I 

* am convinced there is no Colonel in the 
^ Army would refuie him.* 

* Refufe him indeed !' faid Mrs. Ellifcfr ^ 

* no. He would be a very pretty Colonel 
^ that did. And upon my Honour, I be* 
^ lieve there are very few Ladies who would 
' refufe him, if he had but a proper Op* 
^ portunity of foliciting them. The Colo- 

* nel and the Lady both would be better 
' off, than with one of thofe . pretty Ma- 

* fters that I fee walking about, and drag- 

* ing their long Swords after thtm, when 

* they fhould rather drag their Leading- 
; Strings/ 

« WeU 
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Mrs. ElUfon was fo very importunate with 
her Company to (lay Supper, that they all 
confenced. As for the iSerjeant, he feemed 
to be none of the lead welcome Guefts. 
She was indeed fo pleafed with what Ihe 
had heard of him, and what ihe faw of 
him, that when a little warmed with Wine, 
for ihe was no Flincher at the Bottle, ihe 
began to indulge fome Freedoms in her 
Difcourfe towards him, that a little offended 
jimelia's Delicacy, nay, they did not feem 
to be highly reiilhed by the other Lady. 
Tho' I am far from infinuating that thefe 
exceeded the Bounds of Decency, or were 
indeed greater Liberties than Ladies of the 
middle Age, and efpecially Widows, da 
frequently allow to thcmfelves. 

CHAP. IV. 

Rslating principally to the Affairs of Serjeant 

Atkinfon. 

THE next Day, when all the fame 
Company, Atkinfon only excepted,^ 
aliembled in Amelia''^ Apartment^ Mrs. El- 
Ufon prefcntly began to difcourfe of him, 
and that in Terms not only of Approbation, 
but even of Affc&ion. She called him her 
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clever Seijeant, and her dear Serjeant, re« 
peated often that be was the prettieft Fellow 
in the Army, and faid it was a thoufand 
Pities he had not a CommiflTion ; for that if 
he had, (he was fure he would become a 
General. 

* I am of your Opinion, Madam,' an- 
fwered BiMftb\ ^ and he hath got loo/. of 

* his own already, if he could find a Wife 
^ now to help hhn to two or three hundred 

* more, I think he might eafily get a Con>- 

* miflion in a Marching Regiment ; for I 

* am convinced there is no Colonel in the 
^ Army would refufe him.* 

< Refufe him indeed!' faid Mrs. Ellifcn^^ 

* no. He would be a very pretty Colonel 
^ that did. And upon my Honour, I be* 

* lieve there are very few Ladies who would 

* refufe him, if he had but a proper Op- 

* portunity of foliciting them. The Colo- 

* nel and the Lady both would be better 

* off, than with one of thofe . pretty Ma- 
« fters that I fee walking about, and drag- 

* ing their long Swords after them, when 

* they ftiould rather drag their leading- 
t Strings/ 
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* Well falei,' cries Bootbt ' and fpokct 
' like a Woman of Spirit. — Indeed, 1 be- 

* Jieve, they would be both better fcrved,' 

* Trge Captain,' anfwered Mrs.' ElU/en, 

* I would rather leave the two firft Syllabla 

* out of the Word Gentleman, than the 

* laft/ 

* Nay I affure you,' replied Seefbf ' there 

* ia not a quieter Creature in the World. 

* Tho* the Fellow hath the Bravery of a 

* Lion, he hath the Meeknefs of a Laeib, 

* I can tell you Stories enow of that Kind» 

* and fo can my dear Amelia when he was a 

* Boy.' 

* O if the Match fticks there,* cries 

Amelia, * I pofitively ^vill not fpoll his 
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guifh of his Wound, declared he was 
overjoyed it had not happened to Mifs, 
(for the fame Dog had juft before fnapt 
at me, and my Petticoats had been my 
Defence.) Another Inftance of his Good- 
nefs which greatly recommended him to 
my Father, and which I have loved him 
for ever fince, was this. My Father was 
a great Lover of Birds, and ftriftly for- 
bad the fpoiling of their Nefts. Poor Jot 
was one Day caught upon a Tree, and 
being cbncluded guilty, was feverdy la(h- 
ed for it ; but it was afterwards difcovered 
that another Boy, m Friend of Jo^% had 
robbed the Neft of its young ones, and 
poor Joe had climbed the Tree in order 
to reftore them, notwithftanding which, 
he fubmitted tt> the Punifhment rather 
than he would impeach his Companion. 
But if thefe Stories appear chiidifh and 
trifling, the Duty and Kindnefs he hath 
fhcwn to his Mother, mull recommend 
him to every one. Ever fince he hath 
been fifteen Years old, he hath more than 
half fupported her ; and when my Brother 
died, I remember particularly Joe at his 
Dcfire, for he was much his Favourite, 
had one of his Suit^ given him, but in- 
ftead of his becoming finer on that Oc- 
^ Wfion, another young Fellow came to 

• Church 
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* Church in tny Brother's Cloath=, and mji 

* old Nurfe appeared the fame Sunday in a 

* new Gown, which her Son had purchaftd 
' for her with the Sa-le of his Legacy/ 

* Well, I protcfV, he is a very wo:thy 

* Creature,' faid Mrs. Bcnuet. 

* He is a charaiing Fellow,' cries Mr* 
Ellifott, — ' but then the Name of Serjeant, 
' Capt. Booth, the' as the Play iays, my 

* Pride brings me off again. 

yi>!d ii-balfoever the Sages cknrge on PruSe, 
Tbe /Ingeli Fall, and tiumty olher gooi 

faulis btjide j 
Oil Earlb I'm fare— Fin Jure — fonnthlr^ 

— calling 
Fride favei Man and ear Sex tco frm 

Jailing. 
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The Company were in fome Confufion at 
this Inftant, and before they had agreed on 
any thii^^ BooSb*s little Girl came running 
into the Room, and faid, ' there was a pro- 

* digious great Gentleman coming upStairs/ 
She was immediateiy followed by his Lord- 
fhip, who, as he knew Booth muft be at 
home, made very little or no Enquiry at 
the Door. 

jimeUa was taken fomewhat at a Surprize, 
but (he was too polite to (hew much Con- 
fiifion : for though (he knew nothing of the 
Town, (he had had a genteel Education, 
and kept the beft Company the Country af- 
forded. The Ceremonies therefore paft as 
ufual, and they all fat down. 

His Lord(hip foon addreflfed himfelf to 

B^oib^ faying, • As I have what 1 think 

^ * good News for you. Sir, I couW not dc- 

* * lay giving myfcif the Pleafure of conrimu- 

* nicating it to you. I have mentioned 

* your Affair where I promifed you, and 

* I have no doubt of my Succefs. One 

* may ea(ily perceive, you know, from the 

* Manner of Peoples behaving upon fuch 

* Occafions; and indeed, when I related 

* your Cafe I found there was mu:h IncU- 

' nation 
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* nation to ferve you. Great Men, N 

* Bootb, muft do things in their own 'IllD 

* but I think you may depend on htvi 

* fomething done very fooa.* 

Booth made many Acknowledgments i 
his Lordfhip's Goodnefs, and now a leco 
time paid all the Thanks which wot 
ihave been due, even had the Favour been c 
tatned. This Art of promiGng is the Ocx 
nomy of a great Man's Pride» a fort 
good Hu{bat)dry in conferring Favours, 
which they receive ten-fold in Acknowled 
mcnts for every Obligation, I mean amo 
thofe who really intend the Service : 1 
there are others who cheat poor Men 
their Thanks, without ever defigoing 
dcferve them at all. 



This Matter being fuffidently difcufle 
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Both byfuch Operations lofe all their Spirit, 
and nothing but Froth remains. 

His Lordihip was fo highly pleafed with 
jhrnlia^ that ht could not help being fome- 
what particular to her ; but this Particu- 
larity difUoguiflied itfelf only in a higher 
Degree of Refped,. and was fo very polioe 
and.fo very difiant, that, ihe herfelf was 
pleafed, and at his. Departure,, which was 
DOt till he had far exceeded the Length of a 
-cbmmdn Vifit, declared he was the fineft 
Gentleman ihe had ever ieen, with which 
Sentiment her Huiband and Mrs. JEIlifan 
both cntindy coocurred. 

Mrs. Benaef on the contrary expreft fome 
little Diflike to my Lord's ComplaUance, 
wluch Ihe called exccflive. ^ For my own 
^ Part,' (aid ihe, ^ I have not the leait 
^ Reiifli for thofe very fine Gendemen ^ 
« what the World generally calls Politic- 

* nefi, I tenn Infincerity ; and I am more 

* chnmed with the Stones which Mrs. Bocik 
' wtd us .of the honeft Serjeant, than with 
« all that the fineft Gentlcnacn in the World 

CTcr laid in thdr Lives.' 



, « O to be fure,' cries Mrs. Elii/cw^ ' jQ 
^ /cr Imc€^ cr the H^arid wil Ls^^ b a 
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* Motto very proper for fome Folks to 
' wear in tlieir Coat of Arms -, but the 
» Generality of the World will, I believe, 
' agree with that Lady's Opinion of my 

* Coufin, rather than with Mrs. Betjnel.' 

Mrs. Betiritt feeing Mrs. E/UJen took Of- 
Itnce at what Ihe faid, thoughc proper to 
make fome Apology, which was very readily 
accpced, and fo ended the Vific. 

We cannot however put an End to the 
Chapter without obferving, that fuch is tUc 
ambitious Temper of Beauty, that it may 
always apply to itfelf that celebrated Paflage 
in Lucau, 

Nee qiietiquam jam fare ffiteft C'efant 

friorein 
Pomfeiufve parem. ' ■■ 




Ch. 5. AMELIA. 12^ 

CHAP V. 
Containing Makers that require no Preface. 

WHEN Booth and his Wife were left 
alone together, they both extremely 
exulted in Jtheir good Fortune, in having 
found fo good a Friend as his Lordfhip ; 
nor were they wanting in very warm Ex- 
preifions of their Gratitude towards Mrs. El- 
Ufon. After which they began to lay down 
Schemes of Living when Booth fhould have 
his Com million of Captain, and after the 
^cxafteft Computation, concluded that with 
CEconomy, they fhould be able to fave, 
at leaft, fifty Pounds a Year out of their 
Income, in order to pay their Debts. 

Thefc Matters being well fettled, Amelia 
aiked Booth what he thought of Mrs. Bennet. . 

* I think, my Dear,* anfwered Booth ^.^ that 

* fhe hath been formerly a very pretty Wo- 

* man.' ' I am miftaken,* replied fhe, * if 

* fhe be not a very good Creature. I don't 

* know 1 ever took fuch a Liking to any 

* one on fo fhort an Acquaintance. I fancy 

* fhe hath been a very fpritely Woman : 

* For if you obfcrve, fhe difcovers by flarts 

* a great Vivacity in her Countenance.* \ I 

Vol. II. G * made 
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• made the fame Obferyation,' cries Sooth: 

• fiire fome ftrange Misfortune hath befallen 

• her,' * A Misfortune indeed !' anfwered 
Amelia^ 'fure Child, you forgot what Mrs. 

* EUifon told us, that Ihe had loft a beloved 

* Himiand, A Misfortune which I hare 

• »ftcn wondered at any Woman's furviv- 

* big, — at wUcb Words, Ihe caft a t«ider 

• Look at Bcotb, and prefently afterwards 

* throwing herfclf upon his Neok, cried— 

• O Heavens ! what a happy Creature am 

* I ; when I confider the Dangers you hare 

* gone through, how I exuh in my Blifs !* 
The good natured Reader will fuppofe that 
Booth was not deficient in returning fucb 
Tcndcmefs, after which the Convcrfatioo 
became too fond to be here reUted. 

The next Morning Mrs. Elli/on addrefTcd 
herfclf to Bee:b as follows : ' I fhall make 
) Apology, Sir, for what I am i 
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• commend one to you. The Pcrfon I (hail 

• mention is, 1 affute you, of much Abr- 
•* lity in his Ptofcfiion, and I have known 

• him do great Services to Gentlemen under 
^ a Cloud. Do not be afhamed ef your 

• Circumftances, my dear Friend. They 
^ are a much greater Scandal to thofe, who 
^ iiavjB left fo much Merit unprovided fbr/ 

BotUh gave Mrs. Ellifon abundance of 
Thanks for her Kindnels, and cxpliciteJy 
•confeft to her that her Conjedlures we/e 
right, and without Hefitation accepted the 
Offer of her Fricnd*!s Affiftance. 

. Mrs. EUifsH then acquamted him with 
lier Apprebenlions on Jiis Account. She 
iaid flie had both Yefterday and this Morn- 
ing feoi twoor three very ugly fafpiciods 
Fellows pafs fcveral times by her Windo>fr. 
^ Upon.ail Accounts,' faid ihe, * my dtir 
^ Sir, I advSfe ypu to .keep yourfelf dofc 

• confined till the Lawyer Imh been wifti 
^~ you. 1 am fure he will get you yoUr 
-^ Liberty, at lead of walking about withhi 
■* the Verge — ^There's fomeihing to be done 

• with the Board jof Green Cloth, I don*c 
< know N what ^ but this I know, that fe« 

• veral Gentlemen have lived here a long 
f Timevery comfortaUy^and have defied all 

G 2 « the 
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* the Vcngance of their Creditors. How- 
' ever, in the mean time you mull be a 

* clofe Prifoner with your Lady ; and I be- 

* lieve there is no Man in England but 

* would exchange his Liberty for the iame 

* Goal.' 

She then departed, in order to fend for 
the Attorney, and prefently afterwards the 
Seijcant arrived with News of the lilce 
Kind. He faid he had fcraped an Ac- 
quaintance with Murphy, * I hope your 

* Honour will pardon me,' cries Atkinfen, 

■ but I pretended to have a fmall Demand 

* upon your Honour myfcif, and offered 

* to employ him in the Bufinefs. Upon 

* which he told me, that if I would go 

* with him to the MarfhaPs Court, and 
' make Affidavit of my Debt, he ihould be 
' able very lliortly to get it me ; for I lliall 

■ liavetheCaptaininHold,' cries he. *■ wJthJn 
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• rafter of the grcateft Villain upon Earth. 
^ I art! afraid you will think me too bold, 

* Sir; but I have a little Money, if it can 

* be of any Service, do, pray your Ho- 

♦ nour, command it. It can never do me 

• fo much Good any other way. Confider, 

* Sir, I owe all I have to yourfelf, and my 

♦ dear MiftreCs. 

Booth ftood a Moment, as if he had been 
Thunder-ftruck, and then, the Tears burli- 
ng from his Eyes, he faid : * Upon my 
Soul^ JikinfoHy you overcome me. I 
fcarce ever heard of fo much Goodncfs, 
nor do I know how to exprefs my Senti- 
ments of it. But be affured, as for your 
Money, I will not accept it, and let it 
fatisfy you, that in my prcfent Circum- 
ft^nces it would do me no effential Ser- 
vice ; but this be affured of likewife, that 
whilft I live, I (hall never forget the 

Kindnefs of the Offer However, as I 

apprehend I may be in fome Danger of 
Fellows getting into the Houfe, for a 
Day or two, as I have no Guard but a 
poor little Girl, I will not refufc the 
Goodnefs you offer to fhew in my Pro- 
tection. And I make no doubt but Mrs. 
Ellifon will let you fit in her Parlour for 
t thatPurpofe/ 

G 3 Alkinjon 
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. Jiiifi/en with the utmoft Readtnds un< 
dertook the Office of Porter ; and Mrs. El- 
lifen as readily allotted him a PJace in htr 
Back-parlour, where he continued three Days 
together, from Eight in the Morning till 
I'wtlve at Night ; during which Tlnne he 
had fometimes the Company of Mrs. Eiii- 
fen, and fometimes of BoQlb, Amslia, and 
Mrs. Binnet too ; for this lafl had taken ss 
great a Fancy to Amelia^ as Amelia had to 
her, and therefore as Mr. Booth's Affein 
were now no Secret m the Neighbourhood, 
piade her frequent Vifits during the Con- 
finement of her Hufbandi and confequcotlf 
her own. 



Nothing, as I remember, happened in 
this Interval of Time, more woruiy Notice 
than the following Card, which AmeBa re- 
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Amilia had long ^ven orer all Thoughts 
of her Friend, and doubted not but that 
fhe was as entirely given over by her ; (he 
was very much furprized at this. Meflage^ 
and under fome Doubt whether it was not 
ineant as an Infult;, efpecially from the men* 
tion of public Places, which (he thought 
fo inconfiftent wkh her prefent Circum- 
fiances, of which fhe fuppofed Mrs. James 
was well apprized. However, at the En- 
treaty of her Hufband, who languifted for 
nothing more than to be again reconciled to 
his Friend JameSj Amelia undertook to pay 
the Lady a ViQt, and to examine into the 
Myftery of this ConduA, which appeared 
to her fo unaccountable. 

Mrs. James received hef with a Degree 
of Civility that amazed Amelia^ no lefs tbaa 
her Coldnefs had done before. She refolved 
to. come to an EclaircilTement, and having 
fat out fome Company that came in, when 
they were alone tc^ether, Amelia^ after 
iome Silence,- and many Ofiers ta fpeak, 
at laft laid, ' my dear Jenny^ (if you will 
^ now fuffer me to call you by fo familiar a 
* Name,) have you entirely forgot acertaia 
< young Lady who had the Pleafure of be* 
<- ing your intimate Acquaintance at A^t^ 

G 4 * teUeti\ 



128 AM E L I A. BookV. 

* pelier?'—* Whom do you mean, dear 

* Madam ? ' cries Mrs. Jamest with great 
Concern. ' I mean myfelf,' anfwered Ame- 
lia — ' You furprize mc, Madam,' replied 
Mrs. James. ' How can you afk me that 

* Qucftion?' * Nay, my Dear, I do not 

* intend to offend you,' cries Amelia ? * but 

* I am really defirous to foive to myfelf the 

* Rcafon of that Coldnefs which you Ihewcd 

* me, when you did me the Favour of a 

* Vifit. Can you think, my Dear, I wai 

* not diiappointed when I expefted to meet 

* an intimate Friend, to receive a cold 

* formal Vifitant ? ] deOre you to examine 
' your own Heart, and anfwcr me honeftly, 

* if you do not think I had fome litdc 

* Reafon to be diflatisfied with your Beba- 

* viour ?* * Indeed, Mrs. Booth,' anfwered 
tlw other Lady, • you furprize me very 
' much ; if there was any thing difpleafing 

to you in my Behaviour, 1 am extremely 
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complaining of the Hardfhip of climbing 
up two Pair of Stairs to vilit me, and 
then approaching me with the diilant Air 
of a new or a flight Acquaintance ? Do 
you think, my dear Mrs. James^ if the 
Tables had been turned, if my Fortune 
had been as high in the World as yours, 
and you in my Diftrefs and abjedt Con- 
dition, that I would not have climbed as 
high as the Monument to vifit you?* 
Sure, Madam,' cries Mrs. James^ * I 
miftake you, or you have greatly miftaken 
oie. Can you complain of my not vifit- 
ing you, who have owed me a Vifit al- 
raoft thcfc three Weeks. Nay, did I not 
even then fend you a Card, which fure was 
doing more than all the Friendfhip and 
good Breeding in the World required; 

\ but indeed as I had met you in no public 
Place, I really thought you was ill ? * 
How can you mention public Places to 
me,' faid Amlia^ ' when you can hardly 
be a Stranger to my prefent Situation ? 
Did you not know. Madam, that I was 
ruined.' * No indeed. Madam, did I not,* 

replied Mrs* Jame^Sj ' I am fure I fliould have 
been highly concerned if I had.' ' Why 
fure, my Dear,' cries Amelia^ * you could 
not imagine that we were in affluent Cir- 
cumftanccs> when you found us in fuch a 

G 5 c pij^^^^ 
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*- Place, and in fuch a Condition.* * Nay* 

* my Dear,' anfwered Mrsi James, * fined 

* you are pleaicd to inentic»i it firft your- 
' felf, I own I was a little furprized to fee 

* you in no better LodgMigsv tmtl conclud- 
' ed you had your own Keafons for liking 

* them ; andfor my own part, I have laid 
' it down' as a pofitive Rule« never to en- 

* quire into the private ASairs of any one, 

* cl'pecially of my Friends. I am not of 

* the Humour of fome Ladies, who con- 

* fine the Circle of their Acqu^ntance to 

* one Part of the Town, and would not be 
*- known to vifit in the City for the World. 

' * For my part» I never dropt an Acquaint- 

* ance with any one, while it was reputable 

* to keep it up ; and I can folenmly de- 

* clare, I have not a Friend in the World 

* for whom I have a greater Efteem tlua I 

* have for Mrs. B«otb.' 
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equally to fill up a Place in her vifiting 
Roll, and who in reality had not the leaft 
Concern fer the good Qualities or Well- 
bein^ of any of them. 

CHAP. VL 

Containing much berciv Matter.. 

AT the End of three Days Mb. ElUfon^s 
Friend had fo for purchafed Mx.Bootb^ 
Liberty, that he could walk ags^in abroad 
within the Verge, without any Danger of 
having a Warrant backed againft him by 
the Board before he had Notice. As fort^hc 
ilMookedPerlbns that had given the Alarm, 
it' was now difiovered that another unhappy 
Gentleman, and not Booth was the Obje(9k 
of their Purlbit. 

Mr. Booth now being delivered from his 
Fears, went, as* he had formerly done, to 
take his Morning- walk in the Park. Here 
he met Colonel Bath in Company with 
fome other Officers^ and very civilly paid 
his Refpefts tqi him. But inftead of re- 
turniflg the Salute*, the Colonel looked himi 
full in the Face with a very fteht Counte- 
nance*, and if he' could be lakl to take any 
Notice of him, it was in iucfa a Nbnncr as 

to 
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to inform him he would tak^ no Notice of 
him. 

Booth was not more hurt than furprized 
at this Behaviour, and refolved to know the 
Reafon of it. He therefore watched an 
Opportunity till the Colonel was alone, and 
then walked boldly up- to him, and delired to 
know if he had given him any Offence, — the 
Colonel anfwered hallily, * Sir, I am above 

* being offended with you, nor do I think it 
' confiftent with my Dignity to make you any 

* Anfwer.* Booth replied, ' I don't know, 

* Sir, that I have done any thing to de&rve 

* this Treatment.' — ' Look'ee, Sir,* cries the 
Colonel, ' if I had not formerly had fome 

* Refpcft for you, I Ihould not think you 
' worth my Refentment. However, as you 

* are a Gentleman born and an Officer, and 

* as I have had an Eftcem for you, I will 
give you fome Marks of it by putting it in 
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come along, and ftrutted forward dire&ly up 
Conjiitution-Hill to Hyde-Park,^ Booth follow- 
ing him at firil, and afterwards walking be- 
fore him, till they came to that Place which 
may be properly called the Field of Blood, 
being that Part a little to the Left of the 
Ring, which Heroes have chofen for the 
Scene of their Exit out of this World. 

Booth reached the Ring fome Time be- 
fore the Colonel \ for he mended not his Pace 
any more than a Spaniard. To fay Truth, 
I believe it was not in his Power 5 for he 
had fo long accuftomed himfelf to one and 
the fame Strut, that as a Horfe ufed always 
to Trotting can fcarce be forced into a GaU 
lop, fo could no Paflion force the Colonel to 
alter his Pace. 

At length, however, both Parties arrived 
at the Lifts, where the Colonel very delibe- 
rately took off his Wig and Coat, and laid 
them on the Grafs, and then drawing his 
Sword, advanced to Booths who had like- 
wife his drawn Weapon in his Hand, but 
had made no other Preparation for 'the 
Combat. 

The Combatants now engaged with great 
Fury, and after two or three Pafies, Booth 

run 
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run the Colonel through the Body and threw 
him on the Ground, at the fame Time pof- 
fefling himfelf of the Colonel's Sword. 

As foon as the Colonel wai become M^fcr 
of his Speech, he called out to Booth in a 
very kind Voice, and faid, * you have 
' done my Bufmcfs, and fatisficd me that 
' you are a Man of Honour, arid that my 

* Brother James muft have been miftaken : 
' For I amconvinced, that noMan who will 
' draw his Sword in fo gallant' a Manner, 

* is capable of being a Rafcal, d — n me, 

* give me a Biifs, mydear Boy, I afk your 

* Pardon for that infamous Appellation I 

* dilhonourcd your Dignity with j but^ 

* d — n mci if it was not purely out of 
' Love, and to give you an Oppcntunity 

* of doing yourfeif Juftice, which I own 

* you have done like a Man of Honour. 
What may be the Confequence I know 
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* Me r cried the Colonel. * Indeed, my 

* dear Child, you never did- any Thing to 
' offend me. Nay, I have aft«l the Part 

* of a Friend to you in the* whole Affair. 

* I maintained your Caufe widt my Brother 

* as long as Decency would permit, I'could 

* not flatly contraditEk him, tho* indeed 1 
« fcarcc believed him. But what could I 

* do, if I had not fbughl with you, I mufl: 

* have been obliged to have fought with 
« him? Howeverj 1 hope, what- is- done 

* will be fufficient, and that Matters may- 
^ be difcomodated without your being put 

* to the Ncceflfrty of Fighting any more on 

* this Occafion. 

Neva: regard me, cried Booth eagerly, 
for Heaven's Sake think of your own Pre- 
fervation. Let me put you into a Chair,! 
and get you a Surgeon. 

• Thou art a noble Lad,* cries the Colonel, 
who was now got on his Legs, and I am 
glad the Bufinefs is fo well over. For tho* 
your Sword went quite through, it flanted 
io^ that I apprchtend there is Tittle Dange^ 
of Life. However, L think there is enough 
done to put an honourable End to the Af- 
fair, cfpccially as you was fo hafty to dif- 

aroi 
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arm me. I bleed a little^ but I can walk 
CO the Houfe by the Water j and if you 
will fend me a Chair thither I fhall be obli- 
ged to you. 

As the Colonel refufcd any AHiftance, (in- 
deed he was very able to walk without it, 
tho* with fomewhat lefs Dignity than iifual 
Boetb fet forward to Grovefaor-Gaie^ in 
order to procure the Chair, and foon after 
returned with one to his Friend } whom 
having conveyed into it, he attended him- 
fclf on Foot into Bond-Jireett where then 
lived the nioft eminent Surgeon in the 
Kingdom, or perhaps in the World. 

The Surgeon having probed the Wound 
turned towards Booth who was apparently 
the guilty Ferfon, and faid with a Smih^ 
* Upon my Word, Sir, you have perfor- 

' med the Bufmefs with great Dexterity j 




Ch.6. A M E L I, A. 137 

* believe, I havefhewn it at the Head of a 

* Line of Battle. Do 'not impute my Con- 

* cern to that Fear, when I aflc you whether 

* there is or is not any Danger ?* 

* Really, Colonel,* anfwered the Surgeon, 
who well knew the Coniplexion of the 
Gentleman then under his Hands, * It 
' would be a little Prefumption to fay, that 

* a Man who hath been juft run through 

* the Body, is in no manner of Danger, 
« But this, I think, I may promife you 

* with all the Dignity of a Surgeon, that I 

* yet perceive no very bad Symptoms, and 

* unlefs fomething worfe (hould appear, or 

* a Fever be the Confequence, I hope you 

* may live to be again at the Head of a 
« Line of Battle/ 

* I am glad to hear that is your Opinion,* 
quoth the Colonel, * for I am not defirous 

* of dying, tho* I am not afraid of it. 

* But if any thing worfe than you apprc- 

* hend Ihould happen, I defire you will be 

* a Witnefs of my Declaration, that this 
« young Gentleman is entirely innocent, I 

* forced him to do what he did. My deatr 

* Bootbj I am pleafed Matters are as they 
•are. You are the firft Man that ever 
f gained an Advantage over me ; but ic 

^ was 



/ 
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' was very luckjr for you that you difanncd 

* me, and I doubt not, but you have the 

* Equantiammfy to thiak io. IftheBufinefi 

* therefore hath ended without doing an;^ 

* thing to the Purpofe, it was Fortune's 
' Pieafure, and neither of our Faults.* 

Booth heartily embraced the Colonel, and 
allured him of the great Satisfa^ion he had 
received from the Surgeon's Opinion ; and 
foon after the two Combatants took their 
Leave of each other. The Colonel after he 
was dreft, went in a Chair to his Lodgings 
and Booth walked on Foot to his j v;here 
he luckily arrived without meeting any of 
Mr. Mar/iy's Gang i a Danger which never 
once occurred to his Imagination till he wai 
out of it. 

The Affair he had been about bad indeed 
fo entirely occupied his Mind, that it had 
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CHAP. VIL 

Jh which the Reader will find Mat teryvertbf 

bis Conjidgration. 

y^MELlA having waited above an Hour 
for her Huiband conchided^ as he was 
the moft pun^hial Man alive, that he had 
met with forne* Engagement abroad, and 
fat down to her Meal -with her Children ^ 
which, as it was always uncomfortable in 
the Abfence of htr Hufband*, was very fhort ; 
fo that before his Return all the Apparatus 
of dining woSl entirely removed 

Booth fat fomc time with his Wife, ex- 
pefting every Minute when the little Maid 
would .make her Appearance *, at lail: Curi*^ 
ofity, I believe, rather than Appetite, made 
him afk, how long it wasL to Dinner ? Ta 
Dinner ! my dear, anfwered Jwetia \ furc 
you have dined, I hope ? Booth replied ia 
thie Negative ; upon which his. Wife flatted 
from her Chair, and beftirred hcrfdf as nim-^ 
bly to provide hinr a Repsaft, as the moft 
induftrious Hoft'efs ia the Kingdom doth, 
when fome unexpedled Gueft of extraordi- 
nary Quality arrives at her Houfe. 

The 
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The Reader hach not, I think, from any 
FaHages hitherto recorded in this Hiftory had 
much Rcafon to aiccMh/imelia of a blameable 
Curioficy ; he will not, I hope, conclude that 
ftie gave an Inftance of any fuch Fault, 
when, upon Booth's having id long over- 
paid his Time, and fo greatly miftaken the 
Hour of the Day, and upon fome other Cir- 
cumftanccs of his Behaviour : (for he was too 
honeft to be good at concealing any of his 
Thoughts) fhe faid to him, after he had 
done eating, * My Dear, I am fure forac- 

* thing more than ordinary hath happened 

* to-day, and I beg you will tell me what 



Booth anfwered, that nothing of any Con- 
fequence had happened ; that he had been 
detained by a Friend, whom he met acci- 
dentally, ionner than he expected. In rtiort. 
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had fo entirely difqualificd him. His Coun- 
tenance indeed confefled fafter than his 
Tongue denied ; and the whole of his Be- 
haviour gave Ametia an Alarm, and made 
her fufpeft fomething very bad had hap- 
pened ; and as her Thoughts turned prefeiit- 
ly on the Badnefs of their Circumftances, 
Jhe feared fome Mifcbief from his Creditors 
had b^allen him : for Ihe was too ignorant 
of fuch Matters to know, that if he had 
fallen into the Hands of the Phllijiines^ 
(which is the Name given by the Pious to 
Bailiffs) he would hardly have been able fo 
foon to recover his Liberty. Booth at laft 
perceived her to be fo uneafy, that as he 
law no Hopes of contriving any Fiftion to 
fatisfy her, he thought himfelf obliged to 
tell her the Truth, or at lead Part of the 
Truth, and confefled that he had had a lit- 
tle Skirmiih with Colonel Batb^ in which 
he faid the Colonel had received a flight 
Wound, not at all dangerous ^ and this, fays 
he, is all the whole Matter. * If it be fo,* 
cries Jmelia, ' I thank Heaven no worfe 

* hath happened ; but why, my dear, will 

* you ever converfe with that Madman, who 

* can embrace a Friend one Moment, and 

* fight with him the next ?* Nay, my dear,' 
anfwered Booths * you yourfelf muft confefs, 

* though he be a little too much on the ^ 
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* vivCt lie is a Man of great Honour and 

* Good-nature' * Teil me not,* replied 
ihc, * of fuch Good-nanire and Honow 
' as would facrifice a Friend and a whok 

* Family to a ridiculous Whim. O Hci- 

* veil,' cried ftie, falling upon her Knees, 

* from what Mifery have I cfcapcd, from 

* what have thefe poor Babes efcaped thro' 
■* your gracious Providence this Day ! ' — 
Then turning to herHufband-^lhe cry'd— 

* But are you fure the Monftcr's Wound 

* is no more dangerous than you fay ? A 

* Monfter fiirely I may call him, who can 

* .quarrel with a Man that could not, that 
' I am convinced would not oflfcwd hkn.' 

Upon tliis Queftion Booth repeated the 
AlTurances which the Surgeon had gives 
them, perhaps with a Htde Enlargement, 
which pretty well fatisfied Amelia i and tn- 

ftead ot blaming her Hufband for what lie 
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Acquantaincc •, in which (he faid (he (hould 
always forefee m«ch Danger for the future. 
However, Ihe was at laft prevailed upon to 
acquiefce-, and Booth went to the Colonel, 
whofe Lodgings happened to be in the 
Verge as well as his own. 

He found the Colonel in his Night-gown 
and his great Chair, engaged with another 
Officer at a Ganne at Chefs. He rofe im- 
mediately, and having heartily embraced 
Booths prefcnted him to his Friend, faying 
he had the Honour to introduce to him as 
brave and 2A fortitudinous a Man as any in the 
iCing*s Dominions. — He then took Booth 
with him into the next Room, and deCred 
Jiim not to mention a Word of what had 
happened in the. Morning, faying, ' I am 
** very wt}! fatisfied that no more hath hap- 
** pened \ however, as it ended in nothing, 
•* I could wifti it might remain a Secret.* 
Booth told him he was heartily glad to find 
iiim fo well, and promifcd never to mention 
it more to any one. 

The Game at Chefs being but jiift begun, 
.and neither of the Parties having gained 
any .confideraWe Advantage, they neither 
jof them infiftcd on* continuing it \ ancj noW 

lie 
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the Colonel's Antagonift took his leaTe>ar 
left the Colonel and Booth together. 

As foon as they were alone, the latt 
carntftly entreated the former to acquai 
him with the real Caufe of his Anger ■, ' f 

* maylpcrifh,' cries Bootb^ * if 1 can ev 

* guefs what I have ever done to offei 

* cither you, or your Brother Col. Jama 

* Look'ee, Child,' cries the Colonel, ' 

* tcll you 1 am for my own Part fatisfic 

* for I am convinced that a Man who » 

* tight can never be a Rafcal ; and thei 

* fore why (hould you enquire any more 
' me at prefent ? When I fee my Brotl 

* James, I hope to reconcile all Mattt 
» and perhaps no more Swords need 
< drawn on this Occafion.' But Beetb i 
perfifting in his Defire, theColonel after fo: 
Hefitatlon, with a tremendous Oath, cq 
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* lieve him, aitd your Behaviour fince hath 

* convinced me I was in the right, I muft 
^ cither have given him the Lye, and fought 

* <with him, or elfe I was obliged to behave 
^ as I did) and fight ivith you. And new^ 

* my Lad, I leave it to you to do as you 
^ {rteafe ; but if you are laid under any Ne* 

* c^fflky to do yourfclf further JUftice, it is 

* your own Fauk.' 

• Alafs! Gofontl,* att{Wer6d-jfirf^i&, « be* 
« fides the ObKgatiwjsr have to the Coionel, 

* I 'have really 'fo much liovefor him, that 

* I think of nothing tefs than* Rt fen tmcfnr. 
' AH I wifli is to have this Affair brought 

* to an Eclairciffement, and -to fatisfyhim 

* that he is in an Error : for though his Af- 

* fcttions are cfueBy injurious, «nd I have 

* never deferved them ; yet I -am convinced 

* he would not fay -what he did^ not htmfclf 

* think. Soffie^Rafcal envioos^of his Friend- 

* (hip for me hath belyed me to him j iatnd 

* the only Refeiitment I defire is* to* cdnvincie 
« him of his Miftake.* 

At thefeWords-^the Colonel grinHedkor* 
ribty a gbaftly Smile j • or rather Sneer, and 
anfwered, * Yonng Gentleman, you may 

* do as you pleafe ; but by the eternal Dig- 

* nity of Man, if -any 'Man breathing had 
Vol. II. H * taken 



r 
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* taken a Liberty with my Charafter,— 

* hcre.here — WiT.Boatb {JhewiKg his Fingm) 

* here — d — n me Ihould be his Noftrils, he 
> fhould breathe through my Hands, and 

* breatlie his laft — d — ii me.' 

Booth anfwcred, • I think Colonel I niajr 

* appeal to your Teftimony that I dare do 

* myfelf Jiiftice j fince he who dare draw 

* his Sword againll you, can hardly be fup* 

* pofed to fear any other Perlbn ; but I r^ 
' peat to you again that I love Coi. Jamu 

* lb well, and am fo greatly obliged to him, 

* that it would be almoft indifferent to me, 

* whether I direfted my Sword agajnft hit 

* Breaft, or my own,* 

The Colonel's Mufclcs were confide robljr 
foftened by Boelb's laft Speech i but he 
again contracted them into a vaft Degree of 

Fiercencfs, before he cryed out ' Boy, 
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^ fatisfied my Brother can produce the Av- 
••* thor of the Slander— I fay, I am 'fatisfied 

*. of that, d— n me, if any Man tilive 
' * dares affert the contrary ; for that would 

* be to make my Brother himfelf a Liar, 
.* I will make him produce his Author; and 

* then, my dear Boy, your doing yourfetf 

* proper Juftice there, will bring you finelf 

* out of the whole Affair. As loon as my 
■* Surgeon gives me Leave to go abroad, 
^ which, I hope, will be in a few Bays, I 

* will bring my Brother James to a Tavern, 

* where you fhall meet us -, and I will en- 

* gage my Honour, my whole Dignity to 

* you, to make you Friends.* 

This Affurance of the Colonel gave Bcoi-h 
great Pleafure ; for few Perfons ever loved 
a Friend better than he did James > and as 
for doing military Juftice on the Author of 
that (candalous Report which had inC>nfed 
his Friend againft him, not Batb himfelf 
was ever more ready on fuch an Occafion 
than Booth to execute it. He foon after 
took his Leave, and returned home in high 
Spirits to his Ameliay whom he found in 
Mrs. Ellifon's Apartment, engaged in a 
Party at Ombre with that Lady, and her 
• right* honourable Coufin. 

H 2 HU 
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His Lordfhtp had, it leems, had a ficoiul 
Interview with the great Man, and haviiw 
obtained further Hopes (for I think then 
was not yet an abfolute Promifc) of Succcfs 
in Mr. Bectb'& Affairs, his ufual good Ki- 
ture brought him immediately to acquaint 
Mr. Booth with it. As he did not therefore 
find him at home, and as he met Witli tBe 
two If adies, together, he refolved to flay oil 
his Friend's Return, which he was affurHi 
would not be long, efpecially as he was To 
lucky, he faid, to have no particular Engage- 
ment that whole Evening. 

We remarked before, that his Lordftiip, 
at the firft Interview with Amelia^ had di- 
ftinguifhcd her by a more particular Ad- 
drcfs from the other Ladies -, but that now 
appeared to be rather owing to his ptrfeft 
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Stealth; for they conftantly withdrew the 
IVfeiflient they were difcovercd. In (hart, 
ly: trea^4 Amelia with the grcateft Diftance^ 
siAd/^ti ^ faipje tinij? \yith the nipft profound 
ajid. a^viifgl Rcfpedl; •, his Converfation was 
f?.g^n^al, fo Uyely, and h obliging, that 
-^^^rwh^n. (he added to his Agrt^eablencfs 
the Ofe)lrgatiQfis Ihe had to him. for his 
KrijfjTy^ip tp Ra^tl^^ \yas certainly as much 
;pleAr9^ Wi^H liis JLiQrdfliip, as any virtuous 
Yf PP^P pan ppflTjhly t|? with any Man, 
befides her own Hufband. 



CHAR VIIL 
Onfaimng various Matters^ 

Et hsis^ already mentioned the good 
Humour in which Booth returned 
l^omc ; and the Reader will eafily believe it 
was not a littk encreafed by the good Hu- 
mour in which he found his Company. My 
Ix^rd received him with the utmoft Marks 
of Fric;ndlhip and AfFeftion, and told him 
that his Affairs went on as well almoft as he 
Ijimfelf could defire, and that he doubted 
not v£ry foon to wilh him Joy of a Com- 
pany, 

H 2 When 
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When Soetb liad made a proper Return 
to all his Loi'tlfhip's unparallelled Goodneffy 
he vhifpcTcd Amelia that the Colonel was 
entirely out of Danger, and almoft as well 
as himfelf. This made her Satisfa^licn 
complete, threw her into fuch Spirits, 
and gave fuch a Luftre to her Eyes, that' 
her Face, as Horace fays, was too dazzling 
ro be looked at ; it was certainly too hand- i 
iome to. be looked at without the higheft 
Admiration. - < ■ 

His Lordlhip departed about lo o'CIock, 
and Itft the Company in Raptures with him, 
efpecially the two Ladies, of whom it is 
difficult to fay which exceeded the other in 
hisCommendations. MniElH/oii fworefhe 
believed he was the beft of all Humankindi 
and /Jiiislh, witliout making any Exception, 
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declare. Madam, if you was to fee his 
Behaviour to them, you would thiitk they 
were his own. Indeed he is vaftly fond* 
of all manner of Children. ' ' Good 
Creature/ cries Amelia^ * if ever he dotiV 
me the Honour of another Vifit, I am 
refolved I will (hew him my little Things.' 
I think, Mrs. Eltifon^ as you fay my Lord 
loves Children, I may' fay without Vanity, 
he will not fee many fuch.' * No indeed, 
will he not,* anfv/ered Mrs. EWfon^ * and 
now I think on't,. Madam, I wonder at 
my own Stupidity in never making the 
Offer before; but fince you put it into' 
my Head, if you will give me Leave, 
ril take Maftcr and Mifs to wait on my 
Lord's Nephtw and Niece. They ae 
very pretty behaved Children ; and little' 
Mafter and Mifs will be, I dare fwear, 
very happy in their Acquaintance ; be- 
fides, ir my Lord himfelf fliould fee 
' them, I know what will happen ; for he 
is the moft generous of all human Be* 

jimelia very readily accepted the Favour 
Tvhich Mrs. Ellifon offered her ; but hooth 
cxpreft fome Reluftancc. ' Upon my word, 
• my Dear,* faid he, with a Smile, * this. 
J Behaviour of ours puts me in mind of the 

H 4 * common 
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* common CanduA of Be^;ar5 ; who, 

* whenever they receive a Favour, are fure 

* to fend other Objefls to ibe fame Foun-. 
' tain of Charity. Don't we, my Dear, 

* repay our Obligations to my Lord in the 

* fame manner, by fendmg our Children a 

* begging to him ?* 

• O bcaftly!' cries Mrs. EllifoM^ • how 
« could fuch a Thooght enter your Braiosl 

* I proteft. Madam, I begin to grow a< 

* Ihamed of this Huibaod of yours. How 

* can you have fa vulgar a way of tbink- 
*- ing. Begging indeed ! the poor little deaf 

* Things a begging — If my Lord was a- 

* pable of fuch a Thought, tho' he was my 
» own Brother inftcadofmyCoufin, I fliould 

* fcorn him too much ever to enter his 

* Doors.' — ' O dear Madam,* anfwered 
Jmelia, ' you take Mr. Beetb too ferioufly, 

uvhcn he was onJy in jeft ; and the Chil- 
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and let his Simile go off with chat Air of a 
5eft, which his Wife had given it. 

- Mcs. EUifon howenrer could not let it pafs 
without paying foiue Compliments to Ame- 
Ha*s Underllanding, nor without fome ob- 
icure Reflexions upon Boofby with whom 
fhe was more offended than the Matter re- 
quired. She was indeed a Woman of mod: 
profufe Generofity, and could not bear a 
Thought which Qic deemed vulgar or fheak- 
ing. She afterwards launced forth the mofb 
profufe Encomiums of his Lordfhip's Li- 
berf lity, and concluded the Evening with 
ibme inftances which he had dven of that 
Virtue, which if not the nobleft, is perhaps 
one of the moft ufeful to Society, with 
which great and cict^ Men can be endowed. 

'The next Moqiing early Seijeant Atkinfon 
cain£ to wfit 00 Lieutenant ^othy and deiired 
to fpeaj^ with bis Honour in private. Upon, 
wiiich, the Lieutenant and Serjeant took a 
Walk together ip the Park. Booth expeA- 
cd every &linute when the S^jeant would 
i^pen bis Mquth, under which Expedatiort 
he continued tiU he came to the End of the 
Mall, and fo he might have condnued tiH 
be came to the End of die World : For 
tho fbv^al Words flood at the End of the 

H 5 Serjeant's 
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Serjeant's Lips, there they were likely to 
remain for ever. He was indeed in the. 
Conilition of a Mifer, whom a charirablc 
Impiilfc hatU ioipelled ro draw a few Pence 
to the Edge of his Pocket, where they arc 
altogethir as fecure, as if they were in the 
Bottom : For, as the one hath iwt the' 
Heart to part with a Farthing ; fo neither 
had the other the Heart to fpeak a Word. 

Bccik at length wondermg that the Ser- 
jeant did not (peak, aflied him what hia 
Bufinefs was, when the latter with a ftam- 
mering Voice began the following Apology. 

• I hope, Sir, your Honour will not be 

• angry, nor take any thing amifs of me. 
' 1 da afiure you, it was not of my Scek- 
*. ing, nay, I dare not proceed in the Mm- 

• tcr without firft afking your Leave, In- 
' deed, if I had taken any Liberties from 
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* upon your Honour's Goodnefs, I fliould, 

* dcferve to be whipt through the Regi- 

* ment. I hope therefore. Sir, you will 

* not fufpecl me of any fuch Attempt/ 

* What can all this mean, Jlkinfon,^ cries 
Booth J * what mighty Matter would you 

* introduce with all this previous Apology ? 

* I am almoft afhamed and afraid to. 

* mention it,* anfwered the Serjeant, ' and 
.* yet I am fure, your Honour will believe 

^ what I have faid, and not think any thing 

* owing to my own Prefumption •, and at 

* the fame time I have no Reafon to think 
« you would do any thing to fpoii my For- 

* tune in an honeft Way, when it is dropt 

* into my Lap without my own feeking. 

* For may I perilh if it is not all the Lady's 

* own Goodnefs, and I hope in Heaven 

* with your Honour's Leave, I fhall i v£ 

* tanEiake her amends for it.' — In aAVor.r, 
that we may not detain the Reader's Curio- 
fity quite ^o long as he did Bootb\ he aj> 
quainted that Gentleman that he had aa 

. Ofier of Marriage from a Lady of his Ac- 
quaintance, to whofe Company he had in- 
tFociuced him, and defired his Permiflion 
to accept of it. 

B^otb 
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Baoib muft have iaeeii very dull indeed, 
if after what the Serjeant had i'aid, and aftei 
■what he had heard Mrs. Etlifon fay, he 
liad wanted any Infornvation concerning the 
i,ady. He anfwered him bri£kly and chcar- 
fully, that he had his free Confent to marry 
any Woman whatever ; * and the greater 
' and richer (he is,' added he, ' the more 

• I fliall be pleafed with the Match. I 

• don't enquire who the Lady is,' faid he, 

• fmiling, * but 1 hope flie wiU make as 

• good a Wife, as I am convinced her 

• Hufband will defervc.' 



' Your Honour hath been always too 
good to me,' cries Jlkinfmi^ * but this i 

■ promife you, I will do all in my Powct 

■ to merit the Kindnefs Ibe is pleafed to 

■ fbew me. I will be bold to fay Ihe wi+i 
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« knowing that, as I think it would be dif- 
f honourable if) rm to mention it.* 

^ Not at aH/ replied B^dti^ ^ I am ^e 

* fsittheft in the World from any fuch De- 

* fire. I know thee better than to imagine 

* thou wouldft difclofe the Name of a fair 

* Lady.? Ssolb then (hook yltkinfon hcarti- 
]y by the Hand, and aiiured him earneftl^ 
m the Joy he had in his good Fortune % for 
which the good Serjeant failed not of mak- 
ing all proper Acknowledgments> After 
3vhich they parted^ and Bo$th returned home. 

As Mrs. EUif^n opened the Boor, Bdotb 
haftily rufiied by ; tor he had the utmoft 
Difficuky to prevent laughing in her Face^ 
fie ran ^liredly tip Stairs, and throwifig 
himfeif into a Chair difchargod fueh a Fie 
of Laughter m greatly furprized, and at 
iirft almoft frightned his Wife. 

jtmlia^ it will be fuppofed, ppefently en* 
qmred into the Cauie of tiiis rlwnonnenon, 
wnsk which Bc^bj as loon as he was able 
(for that was not within a few Minutes) ac*- 
quainted her. The New« did not aflftft 
her in fihe fame Manner it had affefted her 
Hufband. Oa the contrary, (he cried, ^ I 
* proteft I cannot guefs what makes you fee 
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prehended might lomc time or other give 
him fome Trouble : For Batb was the moft 
affi'ftionate ef Brothers, and had often fwortf 
in the Prefence of James, that he would eat 
any Man alive who fhould ufe his Sifter ill,' 

Col. Batb was v/ell raclsfled that his Bro- 
ther and the Licut<;nant were gone out wiiff 
a Dcfign of Tilting, from which he ofFtred 
not a Syllable to dilTuadc thcnr, as he ^uS 
convinced it was right, and thai^ Bootb could 
in Honour take, nor the Colonel give any 
lefs Satis faft ion. When they had been 
gone thertfore about half an Hour* he rang 
his Bell, to enquire if thtre was any Newj 
of his Brother ; a Queftion which he repeat- 
ed every ten Minutes, for the Space ol two 
Hours, when having heard nothing of him, 
he began to conclude that both were killed 
on the Spot. 
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Booth ftill continued laughing ; hviX.Am$lia 
Compofing her Mufcles faid, ' I a(k your 

* Pardon, dear Mrs. Ellifon ; but Mr. Booth 

* hath been in a ftrange gigling Humour al) 

* this Morning ; and. I really think it is in-. 

* fedious/ 

* I afk your Pardon too, Madam,* cries 
Booths ' but one is fomttimes unaccount- 

* ably foolifh.* 

' * Nay, but ferioufly,' faid fhe, * whaffs 

* the Matter ? — Something I faid about the 

* Serjeant, I believe i but you may laugh' 

* as^much as you pleafe, I am not alhamed 

* of owning, I think him one of the prettieft 

* Fellows I ever faw in my Life •, and, I 

* own, I fcolded my Maid at fuffering hint) 

* to wait in my Entry ; and. where is tii« 

* mighty ridiculous Matter, pray ?? 



« 



« None at all,' anfwered Booths * and, I 
hope, the next Time he will be uihered 
• into your inner Apartment.* 

* Why Ihould he not, Sfr,* replied fixe? 
•* For wherever he is uflbered, 1 am con» 
< vinced he will behave himfelf as a Gentle* 
l^ man Ihould,' 

Here 
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Here AnfUa pvt an end to die Di£i» 
or i( mighf h^ve proceeded to very 
Lengths : for Saat$ wat of a vag^ 
(iliiutioa ; 4nd Mrs. £lli/oa was not a 
of the niccft Delicacy. 



CHAP. IX. 

fS* Awwf BehavioHT ef Col. Bath. 

T>0OTH went this Morning to | 
fecond Vifit to the Colonel, lyhe 
found Col. Jamti. Both the Colonel an 
Lieutenant appeared a little ftiocked a( 
Brft Meeting -, but Matters vere foon < 
ed up -, for the former iK-efently advant 
tlie latter, Ihook him heartily by the t 
and faid — * Mr. Booib, I am afham 
• fee you ; for i have injured yeu, £ 
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Booth anfwered) * As ta what reg^rd^ 
\ yourielf, my deai* CqIom), I am abun* 
^ dandy faci^fi^d ; but;, as I an^ conviac^d^ 

* fQnfie R^cal haFl;^ been tpy Eitemy with 

* you in the cruelleft Manner, I hope, you 

* will not deny me the Opportunity of 
\ kicking him tt^rough th^ World.* 

^ By all the Dignity of Man/ cries Co-i 
Ipnel Bath^ ^ the Boy fpeak^ with Spirit^ 

* and bis Requ^ft i3 reafonatblf / 

ColQnei J4mifi$ hcfitated a Monvenfi, an4 
tihen whifpered Boiftb that he would giv^ 
him aU thQ SatisfaAion irnaginabie con€ern-^ 
ing tbs whole Affair» wb^n: tbey wer^ 
^lone toge^tr I upon which jB^0/i& ^ddreflV 
iog Wffifeif tQ Colpn^l.^d/i^^ the Difipwrfij 
turned on other Matters, during ^, R,^ 
mainder of the Vifir, which was but ftiort, 
and then both went away together). leaving 
Colonel Baib a» wqII as it wa$ po0ible to 
<»icpe<5):» more to the Satisfaction of Bo^tb 
than of Col. Jamsy who would not havq 
been difple^Ted if his Wound had been mor^ 
dangsrous: for he w^ gfown fonxewhaft 
veary of a Difpolition that he rather calle4 
c,aptious than heroic, and which, as he ever]|» 

Day qifire afld awrc hated his Wife, he ap-. 
. . prthended 



i 
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faying, * Brother, I muft beg the Favour 

* ot you to let your Footman ftep ta my 

* Mantuii-makcr, I am lure it is a Mirack 

* in my prefcnt diftradted Condition, bow 
'* it came into niy Head.' The Footaian 

was prefently fummoned, and Mrs. Jama 
delivered him his Mcflage, which was to 
countermand the Orders which fhc bad 
given that very Morning,. to make her up 
a new Suit of Brocade. ' Heaven knows,* 
fays flie, ' now when I can wear Brocade, 
■* or whether ever I fhall wear it.* And 
now having repeated her MelTage with 
great Exaiftncfs, left there fiiould be any 
Miftakc, fhe again lamented her wretched 
Situation, and then departed, leaving the 
Colonk;! in full Expectation of hearing ipee* 
dy News of the fatal Iflue of the Battle. 

, But tho' the Reader fliould entertain the 
fame Curiofity, we mpft be excufed from 
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. It muft be remembrcd, that the Anger 
.ivbich the former of thcfe Gentlemen had 
iconceived againft the latter, arofe entirely 
from the fall'e Account given by Mifs Ma- 
thews of Booths whom that Lady had ac- 
cufed to Colonel James of having as bafely 
^s wickedly traduced his Charadcr, 

Now, of all -the Mi«ifl:e:« of Vengeance^ 
^here are none with whom the Devil deals 
So treacheroufly, as with thofe whom he 
.employs in executing the mifchievous Pur- 
pofes of an angry Miftrefs -, for no fooner 
is Revenge executed on ^n offending Lover, 
than it isfure to be repented, and all the 
Anger which before raged againfl the be- 
Joved Objedt, returns with double Fury on 
^he Head of his AfTaflTui. 

Mifs Mathews therefore no fooner heard 
<that. Booth was killed, ( for fo was the Re- 
port at firft, and by a Colonel of the Army) 
-^Ijan flie immediately concluded it to be 
James. She was extremely fhock*d with 
the News, and her Heart inftantly began ta 
relent. All the Reafpns on which Ihc had 
Jounded her laove, recurred in ^che ftrongeft 
And Jivelieft Colours to her Mind, and all 
the Caufes of her Hatred funk down and 

difap* 
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dlfappeared ; or if the leaft Remembrance 
£»t any thing which had dilbbliged her re< 
mained, her Heart became hiszcaldus Ad- 
vocate, and ibon fatisfied ber that her own 
Fates were more to be blamed thftn he, wd 
that without being a Villain, he could have 
Kded no ocherwifc than he had done. 

In this Temper of Mind, fhe looked on 
hcYfclf as the Murderer of an innotent Man, 
and wliat to her was much wtfrfe, of the Man 
flic had loved, and (till did love with all rt« 
Violence imaginable. She looked on JamB 
as the Tool with Which Ihe had done this 
Murder ; and as it is ufual for People who 
have rafhly or inadvertently made any ani- 
llnate or inanimate thing the Inftrum^nt of 
Mifchief, to hate the innocent Means by 
which the Mifchief was effcfted : (for rfiis is 
a fubtlc Method which the Mind invents to 
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* I hope this will find you in the Hands 

* of Juftice, for the Murder of one of the 

* beft Friends that .e^er Man was bleft with. 

* In one fenfe indeed, he may feem to have 
■* dcfervcd his Fate, by <:hufing a Fool for 

* a Friend ; for who but a Fool would 

* have believed what the Anger and Rage 

* of art injured Woman fuggefted •, a Story 

* fo improbable, that I could fcarce be 
f thought 4n earneft when I mentioned it. 

« Know then, cruel Wretch, that poor 

* Booib loved you of all Men breathings 

* and wasi I believe, in your Commenda- 

* tion, guilty of as mucli Falfehood, as I 
^ was in what I told you concerning him. 

* If this Knowledge makes you miferable^ 

* it is no more than you have mad^ 

* The unhappy 

* F. Mathews.* 

This Letter was communicated to the 
Author of this Hiftory by Mr. Booth him- 
felf, who received it from the Hands of 
Colonel James ; as to the other Anecdotes 
relating to this Lady,, he had them from 
Mifs Matbewf% Maid-Servant, who was in 

Vol. II. 1 all 
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all the Secrets of her Miftrefs ; and after 
Ihe quitted her Service, came to live with 
a young Lad^, who was an intimate Ac- 
quaintance of the Author. 

Many other Materials of a private Na- 
ture were communicated by one of the 
Clerks of the Univerfal Regifter Office; 
who, by having a general Acquaintance with 
Servants, is Mafter of all the Secrets rf 
every Family in the Kingdom. 



CHAP. X. 

Being the laft Chapter of the Fifth Book. 

WE (hall now return to Colonel Jams 
and Mr. Boeth, who walked toge- 
ther from Colonel BatFs Lodgir^ with, 
much mcwe peaceable intention than that 
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the Letter which we have inferted at the 
End of the laft Chapter. 

B^tb expreft great Aftonifliment at this 
RekMiioD) not without venting feme Detefta* 
tion of the Wickednefs of Mifs MaPbe^s ; 
upon which James took- him up, faying, 
he ought not to fpeak with fuch Abhorrence 
of Faults, which Love for him had occa*^ 
fioned. 

* Can you mention Love, my dear Cor 
^ lonel,* cried So^b^ • and fuch a Woman 

* in the fame Breath ?* 

* Yes faith 1 can I,' fays James \ • for 

* the Devil take me, if I know a more 

* lovely Woman in the World.' Here he 
began to defcribe her whole Perfon 5 but as 
we cannot infert all thie Defcription, fo we 
IhaH omit it all \ and concluded with faying, 
.« curfe me, if I don*t think her the lincll 
« Creature in the Univerfe, T would give 

* half my Eftatc, Booths Ihe loved mc as 

* well as ihe doth you. The*, on feccnd 
^ Confidcration, I believe I Ihould repent 

* that Bargain i for then, very poflibly, I 

* fhould not care a Farthing for her.* 

I 2 « You 
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* You will pardon Jnc, .dear Colonel,' 
anrwered Booth ; • but to me there appear* 
,• fomewhat very fingular in your way of 

* thinking. B^uty is indeed the Obje^ of 

* Liking, great Qyai'i^cs of Admiration, 

* good ones of Eftcem ; but the Devit take 

* me, if I think any thing but Liove to be 
5 the Dbjea: of Lovfi.' 

* Is there not fomething too fdfifli,* re- 
plied Jama, * in that Opinion ; but wkh- 

* out confidering it in that Light, is it not 

* of all things the moll infipid .? All Oil t 

* all Sugar ! all Honey ! Zounds ! it is 

* enough to cloy the ihai^-fet Appetite of 

* a Parlbn. Adds furely are the mA 

* likely to quickeo.' 

* I do not love r-eafpning in AUegories,' 
cries Boolb, ' but with regard to Love. I 
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* This is all very extraordinary and ro- 

* mantic to me,' anfwcred the ColoneL 

* If I was to be (hut up three Years with' 
*,the.fan)e Womanj which Heaven forbid? 

* nothing, I think, couW keep me a!ive, 

* but a Temper as violent as that of Mifs 
^ , Mathews., As to Love, it would make 
^ me fick to EK^ath, in the twentieth Part 

* of that Time. If I was fo condeinned, 

* let me fee, What would I wifli the Woman 
•^ to be ! I think no one Virtue would he 

* fufficient. With the Spirit of a Tigrcfs, 

* I would have her be a Prude, a Scold, a 

* Scholar, a Critic, a Wir, a Politician, and 

* a Jacobite •, and then* perhaps eternal Op- 
« pofition would keep up our Spirits ; and 
^ wifhing one another daily at the Devil, 

* we fiiould make a {hift to drag on a dam- 

* nable State of Life, without much Spleen 

* or Vapours*' 

* And fo you- do not intend,* cries Booiby, 
f to break with this Woman.* 

* Not more than I have already, if I can 

* help It,* anfwered the Cotonel. 

* And you will be reconciled to her ?* 
did Booib. 

I 3 ' Yes, 



»74 



AMELIA. Book V. 



* Yu, faith ! will I, if I can,' aufwered 

the Colonel ' I hope you have no Obi 

' jeftion.' 

* None, my dear Friend,' fud Seoih, 

* unlefs on your Account.' 

* I do believe you,* fald die Colonel, 

* and yet let me leH you, you are a very 

* extraordinary Man, not to dcfire me ra 

* quit her on your own Account. Upon 

* my Soul, I begin to pity the Woman, 

* who hath placed her Affeftioti perhaps 

* on the only Man in England of your Age, 

* who would not return it. But for my 

* part, I promife you I like her beyond all 

* other Women ; and whilft that is the Cafe, 

* my Boy, if her Mind wai as hill of Ini» 
' quity as Pandora s Box was of DJfeafes, 
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B^oib then acquainted the Colonel with 
the Promifes be had reccivM from the noMe 
Lord^ upon which James {hook him by 
the Hand, and heartily wifh'd him Joy, 
crying, ' I do affure you if you have his 

* Intereft, you will need no other \ I did 

* not know you was acquainted with him .' 

To which Mr. Booth anfsvered that he 
was but a new Acquaintance, and that he 
was recommended to him by a Lady. 

* A Lady,' cries the Colonel, — * well, 

* I don't aft: her Name. You are a happy 

* Man, BMbt amongft the Women j and 

* I aJSlire you, you could have no ftronger 

* Recommendation. The Peer loves the 

* Ladies, I believe, as well as ever Mark 

* Atitoir^ did ; ^nd "it is not his Fault, if he 

* hftth not fpent as much upon them. If 

* he once fixes his Eye upon a Woman, he 

* will ftick at nothing to get her/ 

* Ay, indeed I' cx\t% Booth. * Is tliat his 
/ Charader?* 

* Ay, faith 1' anfwered the Colonel, * and 

* theCharafterof moftMenbefidehim. Few 
^ of them, I mean, will ftick at any thing 

I 4 * befidc 
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* befide thdr Money. Jufque a la Bourft, n 
' fometimes the Boundary <^ Love as well i& 
*■ Friendlhip. And, indeed, I never knew 

* any other Man pare with hts Money To 

* very freely on thefe Occafions. Yeu'fce> 

* dear Booth, the Coofidetice I have in your 

* Honour.' 

* I hope, indeed, you have/ cries Bootbt 

* but 1 don't fee what Inftance you. now 

* give me of that Confidence.' 

* Have not I fliewn you,* anfweredyiJBtfi^ 

* where you may carry your Goods to Mar- 

* kct? I can aflure you, my Friend,, that is 
*- a Secret I would not impart to every Man 
*- in your Sltu^lcui, and all Circumftancea 

* confidered-' 

' I ana very forry. Sir,* erica Hoelh very 

'cly, and turning as pale as Death, 
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* what greater I may be driven ; but my 

* Honour, I thank Heaven, is in my own 

* Power, and I can boldly fay to Fortune^ 
f fhe (hall not rob me of it.* 

* Have I not expreft that Confidence, 

* my dear Booth ?* anfwered the Colonel, 
f And what you fay now well juftifies my 

* Opinion ; for I do agree with you, that 

* -confidering all things, it would be the 
' higheft Inftance of Dilhonour.* 

* Dilhonour indeed I * returned Bootlt^ 

* What to proftitute my Wife! — Can I 
' think there is fuch a Wretch breathing ? * 

* I don't know that,' faid the Colonel ; 

* but I am fure, it was very far from my 

* Intention to infinuate the Icaft Hint of 

* any fuch Matter to you. Nor can I 

* imagine how you yourfelf could conceive 

* fuch a Thought. The Goods I meant, 

* were no other than the charming Perfon 

* of Mifs Mathews ; for whom I am con- 

* vinced my Lord would bid a fwinging 

* Price againft'me.* 

Soothes Countenance greatly cleared up 
at this Declaration, and he anfwered with a 
Smile, that he hoped he need not give the 

I 5 Colonei 
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Colonel anyAfllirances on that Head. How- 
ever, tho' he was fatisfied with regard to the 
Colonel's Sufpicions -, yet fome Chimeras 
now arofe in his Brain, which gave him no 
very agreeable Senfations. What thefe were 
the fagacious Reader may probably fufpefl ; 
but if he fhould not, we may perhaps have 
Occafion to open them in the Sequel. Here 
we will put an End to this Dialogue, and 
to the fifth Book of this Hiftory, 
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BOOK VI. 

C H A P. L 

Panegyrics on Beauty^ wipb other grave 

Matters.. 

THE Colonel and Booth walked to- 
gether to the latter's Lodgings 
for as it was not that Day in the 
WeeTc in which all Parts of the Town ar^e 
indifTerent, Booti -could not wait on the Co** 
lonel. 

When they arrived in Spring - Garden^ 
Booth to his great Surprize found «o one ^ 
home but his Maid. In truth, :AmeUa had 
accompanied Mrs. Ellifon and her Children 
to his Lord&ip's; Tor as her little Gid 
fliewcd agreat Unwillingnefe to go without 

her, 
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her, the fond Mother was eaGIy perfuadcd 
to make one of the Company. 

Booth had fcarce ufliered the Colonel np 
to his Apartment, when a Servant from 
Mrs. James knocked haftily at the Door. 
The Lady not meeting with her Huiband 
at her Return home began to defpair of 
him, and performed every thing which was 
decent on the Occafion. An Apothecary 
was prefcntly called with Hartihorn and Sal 
Volatile, a Doflor was fcnt foF, and Mcf- 
fengcrs were difpatched every way^ amongft 
the reft one was fent to enquire at the Lodg- 
ii^gs of his fuppofed Ant^onift. 

The Servant hearing that his Matter was 
alive and well above St^rSy ran up eagedy 
to acquaint him with the dreadful Situation 
in which he left his miferable Lady at home* 

and likewife with the Occafion of all her 
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* his Behaviour was fomewhat odd at the 

* time. I fuppofe he overheard me whifper 

* that I would give you Satisfaftion, and 

* thence concluded we went together with 

* a Delign of Tilting. — D — n the Fellow,. 

* I begin to grow heartily fick of him, and 

* wifli I could get well- rid of him without 

* cutting his Throat, which I lometimes 

* apprehend he will infift on my doing, as 

* a Return for my getting him made a Lieu- 
*• tenant-Colonel/ 

Wh'lft ^^^^^ ^wo Gentlemen were com- 
mienting on the Charadler of the third, Arne^ 
lia and her Company returned^ and all pre- 
fently came up Stairs, not only the Children, 
but the two Ladies, laden with Trinkets as 
if they had been come from a Fair. Ame- 
Uaj who had been highly delighted all the 
Momii^ with the exccffive Pleafure which 
her Childrtn enjoyed, when ftie faw Col. 
yames mih her Hufband, and perceived the 
moft manifeft Marks of that Reconciliation, 
which fhe knew had been fo long and fo 
earneftly wifhed by Booib^ became fo tran- 
fported with Joy. that her Happincfs was 
fcarce capable of Addition. Excrcife had 
painted her Face with Vermilion ; and the 
highefl Good-humour had fo fwectened 

every 
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every Feature, and a vaft Flow of Spirits 
had To lightened up her bright Eyes, that 
Ihe was all a Blaze of Beauty. She feem- 
cd indeed, as Milton (ublimely defcribes 
Eve, 

■ — ■■ -adorned 
Wilb what all Earth or Heaza 

could befievo 
To make ber amiable — — 

Again, Grace was in all her StepSy HentH 
I in ber Eye, 
In ev*ry Gtfiuft Dignity and Love. 

Or, as Waller fweetly, though Icfs fub- 
limely, fings. 

Sweetuefii frutb, and every Graet, 
IVbicb Time and Vfe are wont U 

leach. 
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— - M bis lovely Looks ^ bis f leafing Ftres^ 
All bis fweet Motions^ all bis taking Smiles^ 
All tbat awakes^ all tbat inflames Defires^ 
All tbatfweetly tommands^ all that beguiles j 
He Hoes into one Pair of Eyes convey^ 
And tbere begs Leave tbat be bimfelf may flay. 

Such was Amelia at this time when (he en- 
tered the Room, and having paid her Re- 
fpeds to the Colonel^ flic went up to herHuf- 
band, and cried , • O my dear ! never was any 

* Creatures fo happy as your little Things 

* have been this whole Morning ; and all 

* owing to my Lord's Goodnefs \ fure never 

* was any thing fo good-natur'd and fo ge- 

* nerous ! *•= — She then made the Children 
produce their Prefents, the Value of which 
4iiounted to a pretty large Sum ; for there 
was a Gold Watch amopgft the Trinkets 
that coft above twettty Guineas. 

Inltead of difcovering fo much Satisfac^ 
tion on this Occafion as Amelia expe£ted, 
Bootb very gravely anfwered, * And pray, 

* my dear, how are we to repay all thefe 

* Obligations to his Lordfliip ? * How caii 

* you alk fo ftrange a Queftion ? * cries 
Mrs. EllifoHy * how little do you know of 

! ?!?? §?y^ 9? 9??????^^ (% ^H^c my Coufin 

d^fcrves 
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deferves that Name) ' when you call a few 

* little Trinkets given to Childrenj an Ob- 

* ligation ?' ' Indeed, my dear,' cries /fiM* 
lia, ' I would have ftopped his Hand, if it 
' had been poUible j nay, I was forced at 
« laft: abfoliitely to refufe, or I believe he 

* would have laid a hundred Pound out on 

* the Children : for I never faw any one fo 
' fond of Ciiildren, which convinces me he 

* is one of the beft of Men ; but I aflc your 
' Pardon, Colonel,' faid (he, turning to 
him, ' 1 fhould not entertain you with thefe 

* SubjetSlsj yet I know you have Good- 

* nefs enough to excufe the Folly of a 
; Mother.' . 

The Colonel made a very low aflent- 
ing Bow i and foon after they all fat down 
to a fmall Repaft ; for the Colonel had 

promifcd Bi5c/i to dine with him when 
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was but juft recovered from a confumptive 
Habit,, and looked pale and thin ; befides 
his Engagements with Mifs Bath at that 
time took total Poflcflion of him, and guard- 
ed his Heart from the ImpreflLons of an- 
other Wom^ ; and when he had dined 
with her in Town, the Vexations through 
which fhe had lately paffed had fomewhat 
<]cadned her Beauty ; befides, he was then 
engaged, as we have feen, in a very warm 
Purfuit of a new Miftrefs 5 but now he had 
no fuch Impediment : for though the Rea- 
der hath juft before feen his warm Declara- 
tions of a Paflfion for Mifs Mathews ; yet it 
may be remember'd that he had been in 
Poffeflion of her for above a Fortnight •, and 
one of the happy Properties of this kind of 
PalTion is, that it can with equal Violence 
love half a Dozen, or half a Score, diffe- 
rent Objeds at one and the fame time. 

But indeed fuch were the Charms now 
difplayed by Amelia^ of which we endea- 
voured above to draw fome faint Refem- 
blahce, that perhaps no other Beauty could 
have fccured him from their Influence ; and 
here to confefs a Truth in his Favour, how- 
ever the grave, or rather the hypocritical 
Part of Mankind may cenfure it, I* am 
firmly J)erfuaded that to withdraw Admira- 
tion 
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tion from exquifite Beauty, or to feel no De- 
light in gazing at it, is as impofTible as to feel 
no Wariinh from the mod fcorching Rays of 
the Sun. I'o run away is all that is in our 
Power 1 and yet in the former Cafe if it 
jiuifi: be allowed we have the Power of Tun- 
ing away, it mull: be allowed alfo that it 
requires tlie ftrongeft Refolution to execute 
it : for wUun, as Dryden fays, 

Jll Parad'ift is opened in a Faci^ 

how natural is the Defire of going thither! 
and how difficult to quit the lovely Fro- 

fpeftl ' 

And yet however difficult this may be, 
tny young Readers, it is abfolutely neaf- 
fary, and that immediately too : flatter not 
yourfelves that Fire will not fcorch as well as 
warm j and the longer we ftay within its 
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known Remark of nemo repente fuit tur- 
ptffimus. It fares indeed with us on this 
Occafion, as with the unwary Traveller in 
Ibme Parts oi Arabia the Defart, whom 
the treacherous Sands imperceptibly betray 
*till he is overwhelmed and loft. In both 
Cafes the only Safety is by withdrawing our 
Feet the very firft Moment we perceive 
them Hiding. 

This DigreflSon may appear impertinent 
to fome Readers ; we could not however 
avoid the Opportunity of oflFering the above 
Hints ; fince . of all Pafiions there is none 
againft "^hich we fhould fo ftrongly fortify 
ourfelves as this, which is generally called 
Love : for no other lays before us, efpecially 
in the tumultuous Days of Youths fuch 
fweet, fuch ftrong, and almoft irrefiftiUe 
Temptations 5 none hath produced in pri- 
vate Life fuch fatal and lamentable Trage- 
dies 4 and what is word: of all, there is none 
to whole Poifon and Infatuatiorr the beft of 
Minds are fo liable. Ambition fcarce ever 
produces any Evil, but when it reigns in 
cruel and favage Bofoms -, and Avarice ^-A- 
dom flouriflies at all but in the bafeft and 
pooreft Soil. Love, on the contrary, fprouts 
ufually up in the richeft and nobleft Minds \ 
but there unlefs nicely watched, pruned, and 

cultivated^ 
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cultivated, and carefully kept clear of thofe 
vicious Weeds which are tDo ape to forround 
it, it branches forth into Wildnefs and Dif- 
order, produces nothing defirableybucchoafcs 
Dp and kills whatever is good and noble in 
the Mind where it fo ahounda. fn fliort, to 
drop the Allegory, not only Tendcmeft 
and Good-nature, but Bravery, Generofityi. 
and every Virtue are often made the Iiiftru- 
ments of effcding the moft atrocious JPgr- ' 
pofcs of this a)l-fubduing Tyrant. 



CHAP. 11. 

Which mil not appear^ we prefmne^ un- 
natural to all married Readers: 



IF the Table of poor Bsctb afforded but 
an indifferent Rcpaft to the Colonel's 
"Hunger, here was moft excellent Entertain- 
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During -the firft two Houfs, the Colonefl 
fcarce ever had his Eyes off from Amelia ^ 
for he was taken by Surprize, and his Heart 
was^gone before he fufpefte-d himfelf to be 
in any Danger. His Mind however no 
fooner fuggelled a certain Secret to him^ 
than it fgggeiled Tome Degree of Prudence 
%o hitn dt the fame time ; and the Know- 
ledge that he liad Thoughts xo conceal, and 
the Care of concealing them, had Birth at 
^ne and 'the iame loftant. During the Re- 
:iidue of the Day therefore, he grew more 
circumfpedl;, and contented himfelf with 
410W and then ftealing a Look by chance^ 
efpecially as the more than ordinary Gravity 
pf Bofitb made him fear that his former 
PehayiQur had betrayed to Booth's Obferva- 
tion the great and fudden Liking he had 
conceived for his Wife, even before he had 
obferved it in himfelf. 

Amelia continued the whole Day in the 
higheft Spirits, and highed good Humour 
imaginable ; never once remarking that Ap- 
pearance of Difcontent in her Hulband, of 
which the Colonel had taken Notice ; fo 
jnuch more quick - fighted, as we have 
fomewhere elfe hinted, is Guilt than Inno- 
xence. Whether Booth hsA in reality made 

3 y^a 
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any fuch Obfcrvations on the Colonel's Beha- 
viour as he had lufpedtcd, we will noc ud> 
tiertake'to determine; yet fo far may be 
material to fay, as we can with fufficienl 
CertMnty, that the Change in Sooib's Beha- 
viour that Day, from what was ufual with 
him, was remarkable enough. None of 
liis former Vivacity appeared in his Convcr- 
fetion; and his Countenance was altered from 
being the Piiiurc of Sweetneft and good 
Humour, not indeed to Sournefs or Mo^of^ 
ncfs, but to Gravity and Melancholy. 

Tho* the Colonel's Sufpicion had the Ef- 
fe6t whicli we have mentioned on his Beha- 
viour ; yet it could not perfuade him to de- 
part. In rtiort, he fat in his Chair as if con- 
fined to it by Enchantment, ftealing Lookj 
now and then, and humouring his growing 
Paffior, without having Command enough 
over his Limbs to carry liim out of the 




S Ch. 2. AMELIA. 191 

!^ however aukwardly he afted his Part, pafled 

- very well on Amelia: for flic could not 
E well conceive a Difpleafurc, of which ftie 
S had not the Icaft Hint of any Caufc ; and 
^i indeed at a time^ when from his Ueconcilia- 
» tion with James^ (he imagined her Hulband 
« to be entirely and pcrfeftly happy. 

X 

i The greateft Part of that Night Booib 

h paft awake ; and if during the Refidue he 

t might be faid to fleep, he could fcarce be faid 

to enjoy ftepofe ; his Eyes were no fooner 

clofed, than he was purfued and haunted by 

the moft frightful and terrifying Dreams, 

- which threw him into fo reftlefs a Condition, 
that he loon difturbed his Amelia^ and grearly 
alarmed her with Apprehenfions that he had 
been feized by fome dreadful Difirafe, tho' 
he had not the leaft Symptoms of a Fever 
by any extraordinary Heat, or any other 
Indication, but was rather colder than 
ufuaL 

As Booth aflured his Wife that he was 
very well, but found no Inclination to fleep, 
flie likcwife bid adieu to her Slumbers, and 
attempted to entertain him with her Con- 
verfation. Upon which his Lordfliip oc- 
curred as the firfl: Topic ; and flie repeated 
to him all the Stories which flie had heard 

from 
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from Mrs. Ellifon of the Peer's Goodndi 
to bis Sifter and his Nephew and Niect 

* It is impoflible, my dear,' fays Ihe, ' to 

* defcribe their Fondnefs for their Uacic, 

* which is to me an Jnconteftable Sign of 

* a Parent's Goodnefs.' — In this Manm 
Ihe ran on for fevcral Minutes, concluding 
at laft that it was pity fo very few had 
fuch generous Minds joined to immcnfe 
Fortunes. 

Booth inftead of making a direA Anfwer 
to what Amelia had f^d, cried coldly, ' But 

* do you think, my dear, it was right to 

* accept all thofe expenfive Toys which tbe 

* Children brought home ? And I afk you 

* again, what Return we are to make for 

* thefc Obligations?' 

* Indeed, my dear,' cries Aneliat * you 

* fee this Matcer in too ferlous a Lis' 
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* itfelf, and I am convinced he expedls no 
^ Other.* 

* Very well, rtny Dear/ cries J^coflf, ' you 

* Ihall have it your way 5 I-muft confefs, I 

* never yet faw any Rcafon to blame your 

* Difcernment i and perhaps I have bctn in 
^ the wrong to give myfclf fo much Unea- 

* finefs x>n this Account ' 

* Uneafinefs ! Child/ faid Amelia eagerly^ 
^ Good Heavens \ hath this made you un- 
^ eafy ?* 

^ I do X)Wn It hath/ anfwered Bootb^ ' and 
^ it hath been the only Caufe of breaking 
f my Repofe.' 

* Why then I wifh/ cries Amelia^ ' all 

* the Things had been at the Devil, before 
^ ever the Children had feen them •, and 

* whatever I may think myfelf, I promife 

* you they (hall never more accept the 
-• Value of a Farthing — If upon this Occa- 
"* fion, I have been the Caufe of your Un- 

* cafincfs, you will do me the Juftice to 
*• believe that I was totally innocent.* 

At thofe Words Booth caught her in his 

Arms, and with the tendercft Embrace, 

Vol. II. K cmpha- 
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emphatically repeating the Word Inaeccnt, 
cried — * Heaven forbid I Ihould think ubo- 
I wife, O thou art the beft of Crcaturet 

* that ever blelTcd a Man.* 

* Well but,' faid flie fmiling— * Do cob- 

* fefs, my Dear, the Truth ; T promife yqo 

* I won't blame you nor difeftcem you foe 

* it -, but is not Vride really at the BoK0|d 

* of this Fear of an Obligation ?* 

• Perhaps it may,* anfwered he^ * er if 

* you will, you may call it Fear. . I own! 

* am afraid of Obligations, as the word kind 

* of Debts ; for I have generally obfbrved 

* thofe who confer them, expe^ to be se- 

* Ujid ten thoufand fold.' 

Here ended all that is- material of that 
Difcourfe i and a little time afteiwards, they 
both fell faft adeep in one another*s. Axmc ; 
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ii chey ix>th rofe with the utmoft Chearfukiefs i 
I and while Amelia beftirred herfelf in the Af* 
[ fairs of her Family^ Booth went co vilit the 
lyounded Colonel. 

I He found that Gentleman ftill proceeding 
f very faft in his Recovery, with which he 
was more pleafed than he had Reafon to be 
' with his Recejltidn \ for the Colonel received 
him very coldly indeed, and when Booth 
told him he had received perfefi Satisfadion 
from his Brother, Bath erefted his Head, 
and anfwered with a Sneer, * Very well, Sir^ 

* if you ttunk thefe Matters can be fo made 

* up, d — n me, if it is any Bufinefs of 

* mine. My Dignity hath not been inf 

* jured.* 

• No one, 1 believe/ cries Booths « dare 
^ injure it*' 

^ You believe fo !' faid the Colonel, * I 
« thinks Sir, you might be affured of it; 

* but this, at leaft, you may be affured ofj 

* that if any Man did, I would tumble 

* him down the Precipice of Hell, d — n 

* me, that you may be affured of/ 

As Booth found the Colonel in this Dif- 
pofition^ he had no great Inclination to 

K 2 lengthen 
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lengthen out his Vifit, nor did the Colonel 
himfelf feem to defire it ; (0 he foon return- 
ed' back to his jimHia, whom he found per- 
forming the Office of a Cook, with as much 
Pleafure as a fine Lady generally enjoys ia 
drefTing herfelf out for a Ball. 

CHAP. in. 

/* which the Hijiory looks a Utile 
backwards. 

BEFORE we proceed farther in our 
Hiftory, we fhall recount a fliort .Scene 
to our Reader which pafled between Amelia 
and Mrs. Ellifon, whilft S«/i v/aa on his Vifit 
to Col. Bath. We have already obferved, 
that Amelia had conceived an extraordinary 
Affeflion for Mrs. Bennett which had ftill 
cncreafed every time the faw her-, fhe thought 
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of her Friend, and likewife with her Curi- 
ofity to know her Story : ' For there muft 

* be fomething uncommonly good,* faid 
(he, * in one who can fo truly mourn for a 

* Huftand above three Years after his 

* Death/ 

* 0/ cries Mrs. E^lifon^ * to be fure the 

* World muft allow her to have been one 

* of the beft of Wives. And indeed, upon 

* the whole (he is a good Sort of Woman ; 

* and what I like her the beft for is a ftrong 

* Rtfemblance that flie bears to yourfrlf in 

* the Form of her Peifon, and ftill more* 

* in her Voice. But for my own Fart, I 

* know nothing remarkable in her Fortune 

* unlefs what 1 have told you, that Ihe was 

* the Daughter of a Clergyman, had little 

* or no Fortune, and married a poor Parfon 

* for Love, who left her in the utmoft; 

* Diftrefs. If you pleafe, I will fhew you 

* a Letter which fhe writ to me at that 

* time, tho' I infift upon your Promife 

* never to mention it to her ; indeed, you 

* will be the firft Perfon I ever ftiewcd it 

* to.* She then opened her Scrutorc, and 
taking out the Letter delivered it to Amelia^ 
faying. * There, Madam, is, I believe, as 

* fine a Pidlurc of Diftrefs as can well be 

* drawn/ 

K 3 < Dear 
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* Dear Madam, 

' As I have no other Friend on Earth 
' but yourfelf, I hope you will pardon my 
' writing to you at this Scafon ; tho' I do 
■ not know that you can relieve my Di« 
' ftreffes, or if you can, have I any Prc- 
' tence to expeft that you fliould. My 

' poor dear, O Heavens! — my lies 

' dead in the Houfe, and after I had pro- 
' cured fufficient to bury him, a fet of 
' Ruffians have entered my Houfc, icized 
• all I have, have feized his dear, dear 
' Corpfe, and threaten to deny it Burial. 
' For Heaven's Sake, fend me, at leaft, 
' fome Advice ; little Tommy ftands now by 
' ine crying for Bread, which I have noi 
' tQ give him.-TT-I can fay 00 more thm 
» that I ap], 

• Your mpft diftcefled humble Servant, 




Gh. 3. AMELIA. 19^ 

Account, I poftcd awav immediately to 
the Lady. As to the leizing the Body, 
that I found was a mere Bugbear •, but all 
the reft w^ literally true. I fcnt imme- 
di2rtely for the fame Gentleman, that I 
recomntcnded'to Mr. Sootby left the Care 
of burying theCorpfe to bim, and brought 
my Friend and her little Boy immediately 
a^ay to my own Houfe, where fhe re- 
mained fome Months in the moft mifera- 
ble Condition. I then prevailed with her 
to retire into the Country, and procured 
her a Lodging with a Friend at St. Ed^ 
fmrndfiinj^ the Air and Gayety of which 
Place by degrees recovered her ; and (he 
returned in about aXwelvemonth toTown^ 
as wellt I think, as Ihe is at prefent/ 



c 



^ r am almoft afraid to afk,* cries Amelia ^ 
and yet I long methinks to know what is 
become of the poor little Boy.* 

* He hath been dead,* faid Mrs. Ellifon^ 
a little more than half a Year ; and the 
Mother lamented him at firft almoft a& 
much as fhe did her Hufband^ but I. 
found it indeed rather an eafier Matticr ta 
comfort her, tho* I lat up with hec near 
a Fortnight upon the latter Occa&oix, 
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* You are a good Creature,*" faid jimtUCf 
' and I love you dearly.' 

*■ Alas ! Madam,* cries fhe^ *■ what could 
^ I have done, if it had not been for the: 
' Goodnefs of that beft of Men, my noble 
' Coufin ! His Lordfliip no fooner heard 
' of the Widow's Diftrcfs from me, than. 
' he immediately fettled 150/. a Year upon, 

* her during her Life.' 

* Well ! how noble, Bow generous, was- 

* that !^ ' faid Jmelia, * I declare I begin to. 
' love yourCoufin^ Mrs. EiUfon' 

' And I declare if you do,* anfwered flie» 
' there is no Love loft, I vcriiy believe i 

* jf you had heard what I heard him lay 

* Ytfterday behind your Back ' ■ 
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* the happieft in the World. And I fin- 

* cerely think, I n<rf er faw a Woman who 

* defervcd it more/ 

* I am obligied to you. Madam/ cries 
jimelia^ * for your good Opinion •, but I 

* really look on myfelf already as the hap- 

* pieft Woman in t;he World. Our Cir- 

* cumftaoces it is true might have been a 

* little more fortunate •, but, O my dear 

* Mrs. Ellifon, what Fortune can be put 

* in the Balance with fuch' a Hufband as 

* mine ?* 

* I am afraid, dear Madam,' anfwered 
Mrs. Ellifon^ ' you would not hold the 

* Scale fairly. — I acknowledge indeed, Mr. 

* Booth is a very pretty Gentleman •, Hea- 

* ven forbid I (hould endeavour to leffen 

* him in your Opinion ; yet if I was to be 

* brought to Confeffion, I could not help 

* faying, I fee where the Superiority lies, 
^ and that the Men have more Reafon to 

* envy Mr. Booths than the Women have 

* to envy his Lady.* 

* Nay, 1 will not bear this,* replied Ame* 
lia. * You will forfeit all my Love, if you 

* have the lead difrefpedful Opinion of my 

* Hufband. — You do not know him Mrs. 

K 5 I Elli/on, 
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* ElUfen^ he is tha bcft, the kindtft, the 
f worthieft of all his Sex. 1 have obferved 
' indeed once or twice before that you have 

* taken rome Dillike co Mm, I can't con> 

* ceive for whac Reafon^ If he ha^ laid or 

* done any thing to difbblige ytifi, I am 

* fiire I can jaftly acquit hinpk of DeGgn. 

* His extreme Vivacity makes bJm fome- 

* times a little too heedlefs \ tmt, I am 

» convinced, a more innocent Heart, or one , 

* more void of Offence, was never in a bu' 

* man Bofom.' 

• Nay^ if you grow ferious,* cries Mrs. 
EllifoHt * I have done. How is it poflible 
» you Ihould fufpeil I had taken any Diflikc 

* to a Man, to whom I have always ihewn 

* fo perfect a Regard ! But to fay I think 

* him, or almoft any other Man in the 

* World worthy of yourfelf, is not within 
1 Power with Truth. And fince < 
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^ miferablc Women have lain in the Armt 
•' of Kings ? — Indeed, Mrs. ElUforij if I 
^ had all the Merit you compliment mcL 

* with, I (hould think it all fully rewarded 
^ with fuch a Man as I thank Heaven hath 
•* fallen to my Lot ; nor would I, upon my. 

* Soul, exchange that Lot with any Queen 

* in the Univerfe/ 

* Well, there are enow of our Sex,* faid 
Mrs. EUtfiny ^ to keep you in Countenance \ 
^ but I fhall never forget the Beginning 

* of a Song of Mr. Congrev^s^ that my 
' Hufband was fo fond of, that he was aU 

* ways finging it.* 

• 

trove's but a Frailty of the MinJU 
tVbtn *tis not with Amhitiim join^ d. 

^ » 

* Love without Intereft makes but an un- 

* favory Difti in my Opinion.' 

* 

* And pray how long hath this been your 

Opinion V faid JmeUa^ fmiling. 



4 



• Ever fince I was bom,* anfwered Mr^ 
ESi/offj ^ at leaft, ever fince I can rer 
* member/ 

« And 



• - » 
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' And have you never,' faid jfyieiia, 

* deviated from this generous way of thint- 

* ing?' 

* Never once,* anfwcred the other, • in 

* the whole Courfe of my Life' 

« O Mrs. EB/cn ! Mrs Eili/oft !* cries 
jCmelia, * why do we ever blame chofewbo 

* are difingeruous in confefling their Faulu, 

* when we are fo often afhamed to own 

* ourfelves in the Right. Some Women 

* now, in my Situation, would be angry 

* thaf you had not made Confidantes of 

* them ; but I never defire to know more of 

* the Secrets of others, than they are pleafcd 

* to cntruft me with. You muft believe 

* however, that I (hould not have given you 

* thefe Hints of my knowing all, if I had 
' difapproved your Choice. On the con- 
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* Upon my Honour,' cries Mrs. EllifoVy 
very gravely, ' I do not undcrftand one 

• Word of what you mgan.* 

* Upon my Honour, you aftonilh me,* 
laid Amelia^ * but I have done/ 

* Nay then/ faid the other, * I infift 

• upon knowing what you mean.' 

* Why what can I mean,' anfwered Jme- 
Jia^ * but your Marriage with Serjeant At^ 

• kinfonV 

* With Scijeant AtkinJonV cries Mrs, 
ElUfon eagerly, * my Marriage with a Ser- 

• jeantl' 

* Well, with Mr. Atkinfon then. Captain 

• Atkinfon^ if you pleafe •, for fo I hope to 

• fee him/ 

* And have you really no better Opinion 

• of me,' faid Mrs. Ellifon^ ' than to ima- 

• ginc me capable of fuch Condefcenfion ? 
« What have I done, dear Mrs. Bootby to 
« deferve fo low a Place in your Efteem ? 

• I find indeed, as Solomon fays. Women 

• ought to watch the Door of their Ups. 

* How 
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* How little did I ima^ne that a. litde 

* harmlefs Freedom in Difcourfe, could 

* pcrfuade any one that I could entertain a 

* ferious Intention of difgracing my Fa- 

* mily ! for of a very good Family am I 

* come, I aflure you. Madam, tho I now 

* let Lod^ngs. Few of my Lodgers, I 
' believe, ever came of a better.* 

* If I have offended you, Madam,* faid 
^meliat ' I am very forry, and afk ytxa 

* Pardon; but befides what I heard from 
■ yourfclf, Mr. Beefh told me.* 

* O yes,* anfwered Mrs. Elli/en, * Mr. 

* Boeib, I know, is a very good Friend of 
< mine — Indeetl, I know' you better thaji 

* to think it could be your own SilfpiciiH). 

* — I am very much obliged to Mr. Booth 

* truly.' 
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^ happened. When I roTe in the Morning, 

• I toand the Fellow waiting in the Entry ; 
^ and as you had expreft fome Regard for 

• him as your Fofter-Brothcr, nay, he is a 
^ very genteel Fellow that I miift own, I 

• (colded my Maid for not ibewing him 
« into my little Back-Room ; and I then 
^ afked him to walk into the Parlour. 

• Could I have imagined he would have 

• conftrued fuch little Civility into an En- 
^ couragement? 

• Nay, IwiB have Juftice done to my 

• poor Brother too,^ faid Jmelia. ' I my- 

• lelf have feen you give him much greater 
Encouragement than that/ 



< 



• Well, perhaps I have,' faid Mrs. Ells- 
fin. * I have been always too unguarded 
f in my Speech, and can't anfwer for all I 
* have laid/ She then began to change her 
NotC) and with an affefted Laugh turned 
all into Ridicule ; and foon afterwards the 
two Ladies feparated, both in apparent good 
Humour ; and Amelia went aoout thofe do- 
meftic Offices^ in which Mr. Booth found 
lier engaged at the End of the precedinjg 
Chapter. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

ContainiTig a very txtraordinary Incident. 

IN the Afternoon, Mr. Booth with Ame- 
lia and her Children went to refelh thetn- 
lelves in the Park. The Converfatipn now 
turned on what paft in the Morning with 
Mrs. Eliifon, the latter Part of the Dia- 
logue, I mean, recorded in the laft Chapter. 
Ainelia told her Hufband, that Mrs. ElUfm 
w flrongly denied all Intentions to marry 
the Serjeant, that (Tie had convinced her the 
poor Fellow was under an Error, and had 
miftaken a little too much Levity for feri- 
oiis Encouragement ; and concluded, by de- 
firing Booth not to jeft with her any more on 
that Subject. 



Booth burft into a Laugh, at what his 
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^ own Accord take frequent Occafions to 

* ridicule and vilify hep Hufband (for fo he 
•* was at the time) and exprefs great Wonder 

* and Indignation at the Report which (he 

* allowed to prevail, that (he fhould con- 

* defcend ever to look at fuch a Fellow, 

* with any other Defign than of laughing 

* at, and defpifing him. The Marriage 

* afterwards became publicly owned, and 

* the Lady was reputably brought to Bed. 

* Since which, I have often fcen her ; nor 

* hath (he ever appeared to be in the \tafk 

* a(hamed of what (he had formerly faid, 

* tho* indeed I believe (he hates me heartily 

* for having heard it/ 

• But for what Reafon,* cries Amelia^ 

* fhould (he deny a Faft, when (he mu(t 

* be fo certain of our difcovering it, and 

* that immediately?* 

* I can*t anfwer what End (he may pro* 

* pofe,' faid Booth. ' Sometimes one would 

* be almoft perfuadcd that there was a Plea- 

* fure in Lying itfelf. But this I am cer- 

* tain, that I would believe the honed Ser* 

* jeant on his bare Word, fooner than I 

* would fifty Mrs. ElUfons on Oath. I. am 

* convinced he would not have faid whait 

* be did to me, withput the ftrongeft Ei> 
^ * couragemene } 
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* couragement ; and, I think, after wfiat 

* we have been both Witneflfcs to, it re- 

* quires no great Confidence in bis Veracity, 

* to give him an unlimited Credit with re- 

* gard to the Lady's Behaviour.* 

To this^sfi'ii made no Reply j and they 
difcourfcd of other Matters during the Re- 
mainder of a very pleafant Walk. 

When they returned home, Amelia wai 
furprized to find an Appearance of Dirorder 
in her Apartment. Several of the TriiJtets^ 
which his Lordfhip had given the Children^ 
lay about the Room ; and a Suit of her own 
Cioaths which fhe had left in her Dnwen, 
was now difplaycd cixm the Bed. 

She immcdi^.tcly fummoned her linle 
Girl up Sr..;ir, v. ho, aS flie plainly ptf- 
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left alone in the Houfe ; and hearing 
fomebody knock at the Door, I opened 
it, I am fure thinking no harm. I did 
not know but it might have been you, or 
my Matter, or Madam Ellifon ; and im- 
mediately as I did, the Rogue burft in 
and ran direAly up Stairs, and what he 
hath robbed you of I can't tell ; but I 
am fure I could not help it : for he was 
a great fwingmg Man with a Fiftol ia 
each Hand i and if I had dared to call 
out, to be fute he would have killed me» 
I am fure I was never in fuch a Fright in 
my born Days, whereof I am hardly 
come to myfelf yet. I believe he ia 
fomewhere about the Houfe yet 5 for I 
never faw him go out.' 

Amelia difcovered fome little Alarm at 
^is Narrative, but much lefs than many 
other Ladies would have fhewn : for » a 
fright is, I believe, fome time laid hold 
of as an Opportunity of difclofing feveral 
Charms peculiar to that Occafion. And 
yhich, as Mn jiddifon fays of certain Vit- 
tues, 

'Jbun the Day^ and lie concealed 

fy tkefinpotb Seajonj^ and the Calm of Life. 

Booth 
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Booth having opened the Window, and 
fummoned in two Charrmen to his Afiftancc, 
proceeded to fearch the "Houfe i but all to 
no piirpofe -, the Thief was flown, though 
the poor Girl in her State of Terror had not 
feen him tfcapc. 

But now a Ciicuniftance appeared which 

greatly fiirprizcd both licelb and Amelia -, in- 
deed 1 believe it will have the fame E£Fe6t on 
the Reader ; and this was, that the Thief 
had taken nothing with him. He had in- 
deed tumbled over all Booth and jimeUa'i 
Clothes, and the Childrens Toysj but had 
left all behind hira. 

Atndia was fcarce more pleafed than 
aftoniihed at this Difcovery, and re-examined 
the Girl, afTuring her of an abfolute Pardon, 
if fhe confcfi'cd the Truth, but gcicvoufli 
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to fome Circumftances (he began to vary a 
little from her iirft Account, particularly as ta 
the Piftols -, concerning which being ftridly 
examined hy Booth (he at laft cried, — ' To be 

* fure, Sir^ he xnuft Jiave had Piftols about 

* him/ And inftead of pcrfifting in his hav- 
ing rulhed in upon her, fhe jiqw confcffed, 
that he had alked at the Door for her Mafter 
and Miftrefs •, and that at his Defire Ihc 
had fhewn him up Stair?^ where he at firft 
faid he would ftay till their Return home ; 

* but indeed,' cry^d fhe, * I thought no 

* harm ; for he looked like a Gentleman- 

* like fort of Man. And indeed fo I thought 

* he was for a good while, whereof he fat 

* down and behaved himfelf very civilly, 

* till he faw fome of Matter's and Mifs's 

* Things upon the Cheft of Drawers j 

* whereof he cry'd, heyday 1 what's here ? 
« and then he fell to tumbling about the 

* things like any mad. Then I thinks, 

* thinks I to myfelf to be fure he's a High- 

* wayman, whereof I did not dare fpeak to 

* him : for I knew Madam Ellifon and her 

* Maid was gone out, and what could 

* fuch a poor Girl as I do againft a great 

* ftrong Man ? And befides, thinks I^ to 

* be fure he hath got Piftols about hina 
« though I can't indeed, (that I will not do 
; for the WorW,) take my Bible-Oath that 

* I 
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* I faw an/ ; yet to be fure he would have 
■ Ibon pulled them out, and fhot me dead, 

* if I had ventured to have iaid any thing 

* to ofFcnd him,' 

' I know not what to make of this/ cries 
Booth, * The poor Girl I verily believe 

* fpcaks to the . beft of her Knowledge. 

* A Thief it could not be j for he hath not 

* taken the leaft thing-, and it is plain he 

* had the GirPs Watch in his Hand.— If it 

* had been a Bailiff, furely he would hare 

* ilaid til! our Return. I can conceive no 

* other from the Girl's Account, than that 

* it muft have been fome Madman.'^ 

* O good Sir,' faid the Girl, * now you 

* mention it, if he was not a Thief, to be furc 

* he muft have been a Madman i for indeed 

* he looked and behaved himfelf too, very 
' much like a Madman : For now I re- 
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* StairS) I was in fuch a Fright, I can'c 

* remember particularly % but I am furc 

* they were very ill Words, he faid be 
^ would do for bun J I am fure he faid that, 
^ and other wicked bad Words too, if I 

* could but think of them. 

* Upon my word,' faid Bootbj * this is 

< the molt probable Conjedure ; but^ftill I 
^ am puzzled to conceive who it fhould be : 

* For I have rio Madman to my Knowledge 

* of my Acquaintance •, and it feems, as 
^ the Girl fays, he afked for me.' He then 
turned to the Child, and aflced her if fhe 
ivas certain of that Circumftance. 

The poor Maid after a little Hefitation, 

anjfwered. * Indeed, Sir, I cannot be very 

^ pofitive ; for the Fright he threw me into 

^. afterwards drove every tl^ng almoft out 

. of my Mind.' 

* Well, whatever he was^' cries Amelia^ 

* I am glad the Confequence is no worfe \ 

* but let this be a Warning to you, little 

< Betty^ and teach you to take more Care 

* for the future. If ever you Ihould be 
^ left alone in the Houfe again, be fure to 

* let no JPerlbns in, without firft looking out 

* at the Window, and feeing who they are. 

* I 
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' I promifed not to chide you any moreoB 

* this Occafion, and I will keep my Wordt 
■• but it isv«-y plain you defired thisPcrfoi 

* to walk up into our Apartment, wludi 

* was very wrong in our Ablence.* 

Betty was going to anfwer — but Amilit 
wiiuld not let licr, faying, * don't attempt 

* to excufe youriclfj for I mortally hatea 
' Liar, and can forgive any Fault foooEt 

* than taifchood.' 

The poor Girl then fubmitted ; and now 
jimelia with her Affiftance began to replace 
all tilings in their Order ; and little Emiij 
hugging her Watch with great Fondnefs 
declared fhe would never part with it any 
more. 

Thus ended thb odd Adventure, not en- 

to the Saasfaftion of Booth .- for, be- 




s 
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„ much more dreadful than any. Realities, and 

", like ClJIdrcn, when they tell Talcs of Hob- 

' iKns, feems induftrious in terrifying it- 



r. 




CHAP. V. 

€$ntaini^fome Matters not very unnatural 

MATTERS were fcarce fooner re- 
duced into Order and Decency, than 
a violent Knocking was heard at the Door, 
fuch indeed as would have perfuaded any 
one not accuftomed to the Sound, that the 
Madman was returned in the higheft Spring* 
Tide of his Fury. 

Inftead, however, of fo difagreeable an 
Appearance, a very fine Lady prdently came 
irtco the Room, no other indeed than Mrs. 
\yames herfdf ; for (he was refolved to Ihew 
Amelia by the fpeedy Return of her Vifit, 
how unjiift all her Accufation had been of 
any Failure in the Duties of Friendfhip ; 
(he had moreover another Reafon to acce* 
lerate this Vifit, and that was, to congm- 
tulaie her Friend on the Event of the Duel 
between Colonel Bath and Mr. Booth. 

Voi. Ih L The 
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The Lady Iiad fo well profited bj* Mn. 
Booth's Rcmonftrance, that ftie had now no 
more of that Stifihcrs and Formality which 
Jhe had worn on a former Occafion. On 
the contrary, Ihe now behaved with the ut- 
nioft Freedom and Good - Humour, and 
made herfeJt' ib very agrecrible, that /fmiiit 
■was highly pleafed and delighted with her 
Company. 

An Incident happened during this Vifit, 
that may appear to fome too inconfidcrable in 
itfclf to be recorded ; and yet, as it certainly 
produced a very ftrong Confequence in ih: 
Mind of Mr. Booth-, we cannot prevail 
ourfelves to pafs it by. 



Little Emily, who was prefent 

Room while Mrs. James was there, ; 
flood near that I 
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She prefently acquainted Mrs. James with 
•^ the Donor's Name, and ran on with great 
^. Encomiums on his Lordfhip's Goodnefs^ 
-^'and particularly on his Generofity. To 
^ which Mrs. James anfwered, ' O certainly, 
^ * Madam, his Lordfhip hath univerfally 
r; * the Charafter of ixing extremely gene* 
1 « roUs— where he likes.' 

r 

In uttering thefe Words, Ihe laid a very 
flrong Emphaiis on the three lafl: Mono- 
fyllables, accompanying them at the fame 
time with a very fagacious Look, a very 
IigniBcant Leer, and a great Flirt with her 
Fan. 

■ 

The greateft Genius the World hath ever 
produced, obferves in one of his moD: ex- 
cellent Plays, that 

'Trijles light as Air 



Are to the jealous Confirmations firo^^g 
As Proofs of holy fVrit. 

That Mr. Booth began to be poffcfled by 
this worft of Fiends admits, 1 think, no 
longer doubt -, for at this Speech of Mrs. 
Jamts^ . he immediately turned pale, and 
from a high Degree of Chearfulnefs, was 
all on a (udden ftruck dumb, fo that he 

L 2 fpoke 
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fpoke not another Word lUJ Mrs. Jamt 
left the Room. 

The Moment that Lady drove from the 
Door, Mrs. EUifon came up Stairs. She 
entered the Room with a Laugh, and very 
plerrtifully rallied both Beetb and Am^ia 
concerning the Madman, of which fiie had 
received a full Account below Stairs j and 
at laft afked Amelia^ if flie couJd not gucfs 
who k was but without receiving an An- 
fwer went on, faying, * for my own par:, 

• I fancy it muft be fome Lover of youts ; 

• fome Pcrfon that hath feen you, and fo is 
' run mad with Love. Indeed, I fhould 
' not wonder if all Mankind were to do 

* the fame. La ! Mr. Booth, what makes 
' you grave ? why, you are as melan- 

* choly as if you had been robbed in earneft. 
» Upon my word, tho' to be ferious, it is 

1 ftrange Story ; and as the Girl tells ' 
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* Welly Capt^n/ cries Mrs. Ellifon^- « I 

* hope you wiU take more Care of the 

* Houfe to-'tnorrow ^ for your hady and I 

* {hall leave you alone to the Care of it. 
^ Here, Madam,* MA fhe, * here is a Pre- 
.* fent from my Lord to us ; here ape two 

* Tickets for the Mafquerade at Ranelagb. 
^ You will be fo charmed with it. It ift 

* the fweeteft of all Diverlions.' 

* May I be damned. Madam,' cries 
Booths ' if my Wife (hall go thither ! ' 

Mrs. ElUfin^ ftared at thefe Words, and 
kideed fo did Amelia : fur they were fpoke . 
with greatVehemence. At length the former 
cried out with an Air of Aftonifliment, 
; Not let your Lady go to Ranelagb^ Sir ? j 

* No, Madam,* cries Boatby * I will not 

* let my Wife go to Ranekgb.^ 

* You furprize me,' cries Mrs. ElUfotk 
f Sure you arc not in earneft.* 

* Indeed, Madam,' returned he, • I am 

* ferioufly in earneft. And what is more^ 

* I am convinced fhe would of her own ac- 
^ cord rcfufe to go.* 

L 3 c Now, 
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* Now, Madam,' faid Mrs. Ellifon^ ' you 

* are to anfwer for yourfelf -, and I will tot 

* your Hufband, that if you have a Defir! 

* to go he will not refufe you.' 

' I hope, Madam,* anfwered MtU 

* with great Gravity, * I (hall never defirt 

* to go to any Place contrary to Mr. 5«e/i'i 

* Inclinations.' 

* Did ever Mortal hear the like? • laid 
Mrs. EUifon-t * you are enough to (poU the 

* beft Huftand in the Univcrfe. Indint 

* tions ! What is a Woman to be governed 

* then by her Huiband's Inclinations, tho* 
■ • they arc never fo unreafonable ? * 

* Pardon me, Madam,' faid ^^/w, •! 

* will not fuppofe Mr. Boeti^i Inclinationi 
"' ever can be unreafonable. I am very much 
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* both- my Senfibility of fuch Goodnefs, and 

* my lafting Gratitude to it.' 

* And pray, Sir,' cries Mrs. Elliforiy 

* what can be your Objedlion to your Lady's 

* going to a Place, which I will venture to 

* fay is as reputable as any about Town, and 

* which is frequented by the belt Com- 

* pany?' 

Pardon me, good Mrs. Ellijon^ faid 
Booth. * As my Wife is fo good to acquiefce 

* without knowing my Reafons, I am not> 
/ I think, obliged to affign them to any 

* other Perfon, We have no Confeflbrs in 

* England! 

« Well,' cries Mrs, Ellifon^ • if I had 

* been told this, I would not have believed 
^ it. What refufe your Lady an innocent 
' Diverfion, and that too when you have 

* not the Pretence to fay it would coft yoa 

* a Farthing ? * 

• Why will you fay any more on this 

* Subjeft, dear Madam ? ' cries Amelia. 

* All Diverfions are to me Matters of 

* fuch Indifference, that the bare Inclina- 

* tions of any one for whom 1 have the 
^ Jeaft Value, would at all times turn the 

L 4 « Balance 
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* Balance of mine. I am fure then after 
» wimt Mr. Beotb bath fiud'*— — — 

* My dear,* cries he, * taking her up 

* haftily, I fincerely aflc your Pardon, I 

* fpoke inadvertently and in a PafiSon — I 
' never once thought of controuling you— 

■ nor tver would. — Nay^ I fiud in the fame 

* Breath you would not go i and upon my 

* Honour I meant nothing more.* 

* My dear,' faid ihe, < you have no neej 
' of nuking any Apology. I am not in 
*■ the leaft offended, and am convinced you 

* will never deny me what I fhall defiic' 

* Try him, try him, Madam,* crieiMrf, 
Ellijon, ' I will be judged by all the Women 

* inl'own, if itispolTiblcfor aWife to afk 

* her Ilufband any thing more reafbnable. 

■ You can't conceive what a fwcet, charm- 
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• Pardon me, Madam/ faid Mrs. Ellifon. 

* If vou will not accept of it, I am not fo 

* diiircfled for want of Company as to gp 

* to fuch a public Place with all fort of 

* People neither. I am always very glad 
^ to fee Mrs. Belmit at my own Houfe -, be- 

* €aufe I look upon her as a very good fort 

* of Woman ; out I don't chufe to be feen 
^ with fuch People in public Places^' 

Amlia expreft fome little Indigmtion at 
laft Speech, which (he declared to be 
entirely beyond her ComprehenQon \ and 
foon after Mrs. Ellifon^ finding all her Ef- 
forts to prevail on Ameka were ineffedual, 
took her Leave, giving Mr. Boatb two or 
three £urcaftical Words, and a much more 
iaicaflical Look at her Departure. 
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'yt Scene, in which feme Ladies will pe^ibl] 
think Amclia'j ConduH exceptionable. 

OOTH and his Wife being left alone, 
a rolcmn Silence prevailed during a few 
Minittes. At lalV ylvuUa, wiio though a 
good, was yet a human Creature, faid to 
her Hufhand, ' Pra-y, my dear, do inform 

• me, what could put you into To great a 

• Pafiion when Mrs. ^lifon fiift: offered me 

• the Tickets for this Mafqueradc i* ' 

* I had rather you would not alk me,' 
faid Booth. * You have obliged me grcat- 

■ ly in your ready Acquiefcencc with my 

■ Defire, and you will add greatly to the 

■ Obligation by not enquiring the Rcafon of 
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* like a Child, and whether I can "poffibl/ 

* help being a liule offended at it/ 

* Not in the leaft/ replied he. ' I ufe 

* you only with the Tenderncfs of a Friend. 

* I would only endeavour to conceal that 
*. from you, which I think would give you 
*^ U-neafinefs if you knew. Thcfe are called' 

* the pious Frauds of Fricndfliip/ 

* I deteft all Fraud,* fays fhe ; * and pious 
^ is too good an Epithet to be joined to fo 

odious a Word. You have often, you 
know, tried thefe Frauds with no better 
Effedl than to teize and torment me/ 
You cannot imagine, my Dear, but that 
I muft have a violent Defire to know the 
Reafon of Words, which, 1 own, I never 
expefted to have heard- And the more 
yo'J have fliewn a Reluftance to tell me,. 
the more eagerly I have longed to know. 
Nor caa this b& called a vain CurioHty ^ 
fmce I feem fo much interefted in this* 
Affair." If after all this, you ftill infilt 
on keeping the Secret, 1 will convince 
you, I am not ignorant of the Duty of st 
Wife, by my Obedience ; but I cannot 
help telling you at the fame time, yoii 
will make me one of the moft miferable 
of Women.* 

.^That 
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* That is,* cries bf, * in other Wordj, 

* my dear Emily^ to fay, I will be contented 

* without the Secret ; but I am n:r<dved to 

* know it ncverthclels.' 

* Nay, if you fay fo,* cries flie, * I am 

* convinced you will tell me — PofidTcly, 

* dear SiUy^ I muft and will know.* 

* Why then pofidvely,* fays Be§tht * 1 

* will tell you. And I dunk I fhall then 

* Iliew you, that however well yon may 

* know the Duty of a Wife, I am ntK al- 

* ways able to behave like a Hufband. In 

* a word then, my Dear, the Secitt is no 
' more than this ; I am unwilling ycu 

* fhould recdve any more Frefents firom 

* piy Lord.* 
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* To be finccrc with you^ I have not liked 

* her Behaviour for fomc Time. What 

* might be the Confequence of g(Mi^ with 

* fuch a Woman to fuch a Place, to meet 

* fuch a Perfon, I tremble to think — And 

* now, my Dear, I have told you my Rea- 
^ ion of refufing her Offer with fome little 

* Vehemence, and, I think, I need explain 

* myfclf IK) farther.' 

• You need not indeed. Sir,* anfwered 
fhe. ^ Good Heavens ! did I ever exped: 

to hear this! I can appeal to Heaven, 
nay, I will appeal to yourfclf, Mr. Booib^ 
if I have ever done any thing to deferve 
fuch a Sufpicion. If ever any Adion of 
mine, nay, if ever any Thought had 
ftained the Innocence of my Soul, I couki 
be contented.' 

* How cruelly do you miftake me,' faid 
Bootb^ what Soipidon have I ever fhewn?' 

« Can you a(k it,' anfwered (he, * after 
I what you have juft now declared V 

^ If I have declared any Sufpicion of 
« you,' replied he, ' or if ever I enter-' 
< tained a Thought leading that way, may 
f the worft of Evils that ever afflided hu- 
" * man 
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* man Nature attend me. I know the pure 

* Innocence of chat tender Bofocn, 1 do 
*. know it, my lovely Angcl, and ador^it. 
' The Snares which might be laid for that 
' Innocence, were alone the Caufe of my 

* Apprehenfion. I feared what a wicked 
' and voluptuous Man, rcfolvcd to facrifice 

* every thing to the Gratification of a fenfuat 
' Appetite with the moft delicious Repaft, 

* might attempt. If ever I injured the un- 

* fpotted Whitenefs of thy Virtue io my 
' Imagination, may Hell — 

' Do not terrify me,' cries flie inter- 

* rupting him, * with fuch Imprecations. 
' O Mr, Booth, Mr. Booth, you mull; well 
' know that a Woman's Virtue is always 
*. htr fufficient Guard. No Hufband with- 

* out fufpefting that can fufpeft any Dan- 
■ ger from thofe Snares you mention— And 
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* rather remarkably diilant than otherwife. 
^ Particularly when we played at Cards to- 

* gether. I -don't remember he fpoke ten 
^ Words to me all the Evening ; and whtn 

* I was at his Houfe^ tho' he fhewed the 

* greateft Fondnefs imaginable to the ChiN 

* dren, he took fo litcle Notice of me, that 

* a vain Woman would have been very litcle 

* pleafed with him. And if he gave them 
« many Prefents, he never offered me one. 
^ The firft indeed which he ever offered me 
^ was that, which you in that kind manner 

* forced me to refufe.* 

. • All this may be only the Effedl: of Art/ 
iaid Boofb. • I am convinced he doth, nay 

* I am convinced he muft like you •, and 

* my good Friend James^ who perfedly 

* well knows the World, told me, that his 

* Lordfliip's Charafter was that of the moft 

* profufe in his Pleafures with Women ; 

* nay, what faid Mrs. James this very Even- 

* ing, '* his Lordfliip is extremely generous 
«* — where he likes." « 1 fhall never forget 

* the Sneer with which (he fpoke thofe h&, 
^ Words,* 

•« I am convinced they injurie him,*. cries 
jtmdia. ' As for Mrs. Jamesy ibe was aU 

* ways given to be ccnforious. I rcmasked 

" " * it 
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* it in her long ago, as her greateft Fault. 
' And for the Colond, I bcTicve, he may 

* Bnd Faults enow of this kind in his own 

* Bofom, without fearching after them a- 

* rnong his Neighbours. I am fure he hadi 

* the moft impudent Look of all the Men 

* I know i and I foiemnly declare, the very 

* lafl time he was here, he put me out of 

* Countenance more than once.* 

• Cdonel James* anfwcred Booth, • may 
■ have his Faults very probably. I do not 

* look upon him as aSunt, nor do I believe 

* he dcfires I ftiould ; but what Intereft 

* could he have in abufing this Lord's Cha- 

* rafter to me : or why ftiould I queftion 

* his Truth, when he afiured me that my 

* Lord had never done an Ad of Beneficence 
' in his Life, but for the Sake oTfome W07 
» man whom he lufted after?* 




Clu 6. AMELIA; 3J5 

* —I need not mention all that I have heard 

• from Mrs. EUifon^ every Word of which 

• I believe : fOr I have great Reafon to 

• think, notwithftanding fome little Levity, 

* which to give her her due (he fees and 
^ condemns in herfelf, (he is a very good 

• Sort of Woman/ 

• Well, my dear/ cries Booths * I may 

* have been deceived, and I heartily hope I 
^ am fo $ but in Cafes of this Nature k is 
^ always good to be on the fureit Side : For 
f as Congreve (ays^ 

* The wife too Jealous are. Fools toa 
• ficure! 

Here AmeUa burft into Tears, upon which 
Booth immediately caught her in nis Arms^ 
and endeavoured to comfort her. — Paflion 
however for a while obftrudled her Speech, 
and at loft (he cried, — * O Mr. Booth ^ can 

♦ I bear to hear the word Jealoufy from 

♦ your Mouth ? ' 

* Why, my Love/ faid Booths « will you 

♦ fo fatally mifundtrftand my Meaning ? 

• How often (hall I proteft that it is not of 

• you, but of him that I was jealous. If 

♦ you .CQuKi Igok into my Breaft, and there 

* read 
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* read all the moft fecret Thoughts of my 

* Heart, you would not fee one feint Idea 

* to your Difhonour.* 

' I don't mifunderftand you, my Dear,* 
faid fhe, * fo much as 1 am afraid you mif- 

* undcrftand yourftlf. What is it you fear? 
' — you mention not Force but Snares. Is 

* not this to confi;fs, at lead, that you have 
' fome doubt of my Undcrftanding ? Do 

* you then really imagine me fo weak as to 

* be cheated of my Virtue ? Am I to be 
' deceived into an AfFeftJon for a Man, 

* before I perceive the ieaft inward Hint of 

* my Dang-r ? No, Mr. Booth, brKcve me 

* a Woman muft be a Fool indeed, vho 

* can have in earneft fuch an Excufe for her 

* Adions. I have not, I think, any vm 

* high Opinion of my Judgment ibut lo 
'■ far I mall rely upon it, that no Mai 
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* I will, I do forgive you, my dear/ 
faid (he. * If Forgivenefs be a proper 
Word for one whom you have rather 
made miferable than angry •, but let me 
entreat you to banifli for ever all fuch 
Sufpicions from your Mind. I hope Mrs* 
Elhfon hath not difcovered the red Caufe 
of your Paflion ; but poor Woman, if 
fhe had, I am convinced it would go no 
farther. Oh Heavens! I would not for 
the World it fliould reach his Lord (hip's 
Ears. You would lofe the beft Friend 
that ever Man had. Nay, I would not 
for his own Sake. Poof Man ! for I re- 
ally believe it would afFeft him greatly,, 
and. I muft, I cannot help having an 
Efteem for fo much Goodnefs. An E- 
fteem which by this dear Hand,' faid 
file, taking Booib*s Hand and kilTins it,, 
no Man alive fhall ever obt;ain by making 
Love to me/ 

Booth caught her in his Arms and tender- 
ly embraced her. After which the Recon- 
ciliation foon became complete j and Booth 
in the Contemplation of his Happinefs en- 
tirely buried all his jealous Thoughts. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. vir. 

'A Chapter in which- there is mub Learmng. 

THE next Morning whilft BeotB^ was 
gone to take his Morning- walk,- ^e- 
Ua went down into Mrs. ElUfon'i Apart' 
irent, where though Ihe was received with 
great Civility^ yet (he found chat Lady was 
not at all pteafcd with Mr. Booth \ and 
by fome Hints which d'ropt ffem her in 
Convtrfation, Amelia very greatly apprc 
hcnded that Mrs. ElUfin hud too- much 
Sufpicion of her Hufband's real Uneafinefi. 
For that Lady declared very openly, (he' 
could not help perceiving what fort of Man 
Mr. Booth was \ < and though I have the 
greattll Regard for you, Madam, in the 
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Occafion, as it was natural, (he refumed a 
iittle -the Topic of their former Difcourfe, 
nor could mc help cafting, tho' in very 
jentle Terms, fomc flight Blame on Booths 
tor having entertained a *Sufpicion, which 
Ihe faid, might in its Confequence very 

E>ffibly prove their Ruin, and oecafion the 
ofs of his Lordfhiji^s Friendfhip. 

Booth became {lighly afi^dled with what 
iiis 'Wife'faid, and the more as he had juft 
received a Note from Gol. Jamti^ informing 
4iim that the Colonel had heard of a vacant 
Company -in the Regiment which Booth had 
mentioned to him, and tliat he had been 
^with his Lordihip about it, who had pro- 
mifed to ufe his utmoft Intereft to obtain 
4iim the 'Command. 

The poor Man now expreft the utmoft 
Concern for bis Ye(terday*s Behaviour, faid, 
*^ he believed the Devil had taken PolTelfion 

* of hinn' and concluded with crying out, 

* fare I was bom, my deareft Creature, to 

* be your Torment.' ^. 

Amelia no fooner faw her Hufhand's Dif- 
treft, ^han (he inftantly forebore whatever 
mighc €eem likely to aggravate it, and ap* 
plied herfelf with all her Power to comfort 

him« 
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him. * If you will give mc leave to offer 

* my Advice, my deareft Soul,' faid ihe, 

* 1 think all might yet be remedied. I 

* think you know me too well, to fufpeft 

* that the Defire of Diverfion fliould induce 

* me to mention, what I am now going to 

* propofe.. And in that Confidence, I will 

* aflt you to let me accept my L.ord's and 

* Mrs. ElUfon\ Offer, and go to the Maf- 

* qucrade. No matter how little while I 

* Itay there ; if you defire it, I will not be 
» an Hour from yoti. I can make a hun- 

* dred Excufes to come home, or tell a 

* real Truth, and fay I am tired with the 

* Place. The bare going will cure every 

* Thing.' 

Amelia had no fooner done fpeaktng, than 
Booib immediately approved her Advice, 
and readily gave his Confent. He could 

not however help faying, ' that the lliorter 
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dant good Humouf of chat Lady gave him 
great Hopes of Succefs. 

Mrs. Bennet came that Afternoon to 
make a Vifit, and was almoft an Hour 
with Booth and /Jfnelia^ before the Entry 
of Mrs. EUifon. 

Mr. Booih bad hitherto rather difliked 
this young Lady, and had wondered at the 
Pleafure which jimelia declared (he took in 
her Company. This Afternoon, however, 
he changed his Opinion, and liked her al- 
xnofl: as much as his Wife had done. She 
did indeed behave at this Time with more 
than ordinary Gaiety; and Good- humour 
gave a Glow to her Countenance that fet 
off her Features, which were very pretty, 
to the beft Advantage, and lefiened the 
Deadnefs that had ufually appeared in her 
Coi)fipiexion. 

But if Booth was now pleafed with Mrs. 
Bennetj Amelia was {till* more pleafed with 
her than ever. For when their Difcourfe 
turned on Love, Amelia difcovered that 
her new Friend bad all the fame Sentiments 
on that Subjedt with hcrfclf. In the Courfe 
of their Converfation, Booth gave Mrs. 
Benne$ a Hint of wifliing her a good Huf- 

I band. 
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band, upon which both the Ladies decMm< 
ed againft fecond Marri^es* with equal 
Vehemence. 

Upcm this Occafion, Booth and his Wife 
difcovered a Talent in their Vifitant, to 
which they had been before entirely Stran- 
gers, and for which they both greatly ad- 
mired her ; and this was that the Lady was 
a good Scholar, in which indeed Ihe had 
the Advantage of poor //n«£u), whofe Read- 
ing was confined to Englijb Plays, and 
Poetry; befides which, I think, fhenadcoo' 
verfed only with the Divinity of the great 
and learned Dr. Barretv, and with the Hifto- 
ries of the excellent Bifhop Burnet, altnoft 
the only Englijb Hiltorian that is likelf 
to be known to Pofterity, by whom he 
will be moll certainly ranked atnongfl the 
greateft Writers of Antiquity. 
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^ the Decency of it, and in this Light, I 
^ . own myfelf as ftrenuous an Advocate a- 
^ gainfl: it, as any Roman Matron would 

* have been in thofe Ages of the Common- 
^ . wealth, when it was held to be infamous. 

* For my own part, how great a Paradox 
'•; Ibcver my Opinion may feem, I folemnly 
^ dedare, I fee but little Difference between 

* havmg two Huibands at one time, and at 
••: ieveral times ; and of this I am very con- 

* fident, that the fame Degree of Love for 

* a firft Hufband, which prefervcs a Wo- 

* man in the one Cafe, will preferve her in 
*. the other. There is one Argument, which 
•• I fcarce know how to deliver before you, 

* Sir; but — if a Woman hath lived with 

* her firft Hufband without having Chil- 
^ dren, I think it unpardonable in her to 

* carry Barrennefs into a fccond Family.* 

* On the contrary, if Ihe hath Children b/ 

* her firft Huft>and, to give them a fecond 
*, Father is ftili more unpardonable/ 

* But fuppofe^ Madam,* cries Boolb^ in- 
terrupting her, with a Smile, * fhe fhould 
« have had Children by her firft Hufband, 
^ and have loft theiti.' 
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* That is a CaTe,' anfwered llie, with a 
Sigh, * which I did not defire to think of, 

* and, I muft own it, the mod favourable 

* Light in which a fccond Marri^e can be 

* fcen. But the Scriptures, as Petrarch ob- 

* fervcs, rather fuffer them than commend 

* them i and St. Jerom fpeaks againft them 

* with the utmoft Bitternefs.* ' I remcm- 

* bcr,* cries Booth, (* who was willing either ■ 

* to Jhew his Learning, or to draw out 

* the Lady's,) a very wife Law of Charm- 

* das the famous Lawgiver of Thurium, by 

* which Men, who married a fecond time, 
' were removed from all public Councils: 

* for it was fcarce reafonable to fiippofe, 

* that he who was fo great a Fool in his 

* own Family, fiiould be wife in public 

* Aff^rs. And tho' fccond Marriages were 
' permitted among the Remans, yet they 
' were at the fame time difcouragcd ; and 
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* True, Sir, fays Mrs. Bemet, and Virgil 

* calls this a Violation of Chaftity, and 
^ makes Bido fpeak of it wich the utmoft 
< Deteftation. 

Sed mibi vel Tellus optem prius ima de- 

bifcat ; 
Vtl Pater omnipotens adigat me Fulmine 

ad umbras J 
Pallentes umbras Erebi^ noSlemque pro* 

fundam^ 
Ante^ pudor^ quam te violo^ aut tua Jura 

refolvo. 
Illi meos^ primum qui me ftbi junxit^ 

amores 
Hie habeat femper fecum^ fervetque Se- 
pulcbro. 

She repeated thefe Lines with fo ftrong 
an Emphafis, that (he almoft frightned Ame- 
lia out of her Wits, and not a little ftag- 
gercd Bootbj who was himfelf no contemp- 
tible Scholar — He expreffed great Admira- 
tion of the Lady's Learning; upon which 
Ihe faid it was all the Fortune given her by 
her Father, and all the Dower left her by 
her Hufband ; ' and fometimes,* faid fhe, ' I 

* am inclined to think I enjoy more Plea- 

* fure from it, than if they had beftowed 

M 2 «' on 
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* on me what the World would in gene- 

* ra] call more valuable.' She then took 
Occafion from the Surprize which Botth 
had affefted to concciTc at her repeating 
Latin with fo good a Grace, to comment 
on that great Abfurdity, (for fo (he termed 
it,) of excluding Women from Learning; 
for which they were equally qualified with 
the Men, and in which fo many had made 
fo notable a Proficiency : for a Proof of 
which, fhe mentioned Madam Daeier, and 
many others. 

Tho* both Beetb and jimtiia outwardly 
concurred with her Sentiments, it may be a 
Queftion whtther they did not affent rather 
out of Complaifance, than from their real 
Judgment. 
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CHAP. viir. 

Containing fame unaccountable Behaviour in 

Mrs. Ellifon. 

MRS. Ellifon made her Entrance at 
the End of the preceding Difcourfe. 
At her firft Appearance Ihc put on an unufual 
Degree of Formality and Rcfcrve ; biic 
"whtii Amelia had acquainted her that fhe de- 
figned to accept tlie Favour intended her, 
flie foon began to alter the Gravity of her 
Mufcles, and prefently fell in with that 
Ridicule which Bcotb thought proper to 
throw on his Yefterday*s Behaviour. 

The Converfation now became very lively 
and pleafant, m which Booth having men- 
tioned the Difcourfe that pafled in the lafl: 
Chapter, and having greatly complimented 
Mrs. Bennett Speech orf that Occafion, Mrs. 
EUifon who was as ftrenuous an Advocate 
on the other Side, began to rally thac 
Lady extremely, declaring it was a certain 
Sign fhe intended to marry again foon. 

* Married Ladies,* cries fhe, ^ I believe,. 

* fometimes think themfelves in earnefl in 

* fuch Declarations, tho' they are oftner per- 

* haps meajit as Compliments to their Huf- 

yi z ' bands 5 
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• bands 1 but wlieti Widows exclaim loud- 

• ]y agaiiift lecond Marriages, I would 

* always lay a Wager, that the Man, if 

* not the Wedding-day, is abfolutely fixed 



Mrs. Benmt made very little Anfwer to 
this Sarcafm. Indeed fhe had fcarce opened 
her 1 -ips from the Time of Mrs. Ellifon'i 
coming into the Room, and had grown 
particularly grave at the Mention of the 
Mafquerade. Amelia imputed this to her 
being left out of the Party, a Matter which 
is often no fmall Mortification to human 
Pride, and in a Whifper aflced Mrs. EHifeit 
if Ihe could not procure a third Ticket •, to 
which ftie received an abfolute Negative. 

During the whole Time of Mrs. Bemtth 
Stay, which was above an Hour afterwards, 
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mentioned, and which unfortunately was the 
principal Topic of their Difcourfe : For Mrs. 
Ellifon gave a very elaborate Defcription of 
the extreme Beauty of the Place, and Ele- 
gance of the Diver lion. 

"When Mrs. Bennet was departed, Amelia 
could not help again folliciting Mrs. Ellifon 
for another Ticket, declaring (he was cer- 
tain Mrs. Bennet had a great Inclination to 
go with them ; but Mrs. Ellifon again ex- 
cufed herfelf from afking it of his Lordlhip. 

* Befides, Madam,' fays fhe, * if I would 

* go thither with Mrs. Bennet j which, I own 

* to you, I don't chufe, as fhe is a Perfon 

* whom no Body knows, I very much 

* doubt whether fhe herfelf would like it : 

* For fhe is a Woman of a very unac- 

* countable Turn. All her Delight lies in 

* Books i and as for public Diverfions, I 

* have heard her often declare her Abhor- 

* rcnce of them.' 

* What then,' faid Amelia^ * could oc- 

* cafion all that Gravity from the Moment 

* the Mafqueradc was mentioned ? ' 

• 

* As to that,' anfwercd the other, * there 

* is no gueffing. You have fcen her alto- 
^ gether as grave before now. She hath 

M 4 * had 
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* had thefe Fits of Gravity at times ever 
' fince the Death of bcr Hirfband.' 

* Poor Creature ! ' cries Amelia. * I 

* heattily pity her . For (he mult certainly 

* fiifFer a great deal on thefe Occafions. 

* i declare I have taken a {trange Fancy 

* to her.' 

* Perhaps you would not like her fo 
' well, if you knew her thoroughly,' an- 
fwered Mrs. ElHfon. * She is upon the 
» whole but of a whimfical Temper ; and, if 

* you will take my Opinion, you fliould not 

* cultivate too much Intimacy with her. 

* I know you wiil never mtntion what I 

* fay > but fi-.e is like fome Pifturcs wtich 

* pleafe beft at a Diftance.' 



did not fecm to agree with thefe 
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fhc knew not whether to conclude Mrs. 
Ellifm to be a Friend or Enemy to Mrs. 
Bennet. 

During this latter Converfation Booth was 
not in the Room : For he had been fum- 
moned down ftairs by the Serjeant, wha 
came to him with News from Murphy whom 
he had met that Evening, and who had 
aflbred the Serjeant^ that if he was de- 
firous of recovering the Debt, and which he 
had before pretended to have on Booih^ he 
might Ihortly have an Opportunity ; for 
that there was to be a very ftrong Petition 
to the Board, the next Time they far. 
Murphy faid further, that he need not fear 
having his Money : For that to his ccrtaia 
Knowledge the Captain had feveral Things 
of great Value, and even his Children had. 
Gold- Watches. 

This greatly alarmed Booths and ftill 
more, when the Serjeant reported to him 
from Murphy^ that all thele Things had 
been ittn in his Pofleffion within a Day 
laft paft. He now plainly perceived, as 
he thought^ that Murphy himfelf, or one 
of his Emiflaries, had been the fuppofed 
Madman j and he now very well accounted 
to himfelf in hia own Mind, for all that 

M 5 had 
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had happened, conceiving that the Dcfign 
was to examine into the State of his ESeSs, 
and to try whether it was worth his Cre- 
ditors while to plunder him by Law. 

At his Return to his Apartment^ be 
communicated what he had heard to Jimt' 
lia and Mrs. Ellifon^ not difguifing his Ap- 
prehenfions of the Enemy's Intentions ; 
but Mrs. Ellifon endeavoured to laugh him 
out of his Fears, calling him faint-hearted, 
and alUiring him he might depend on her 
lawyer. — * Till you hear from him,* laid 
Ihe, * you may reft entirely contented : 

* For take my Word for it, no Danger 

* can happen to you, of which you will not 

* be timely apprized by him. And as for 

* tlie Fellow that had the Impudence to 

* come into your Room, if he was feni 

* on fuch an Errand as you mention, I 
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been too much hurried, to fuSer them 
cither to give or receive much Entertain* 
ment that Evening ; which Mrs. Ellifm 
perceiving foon took her Leave, and left 
this unhappy Couple to feek Relief from 
Sleep, that powerful Friend to the Di- 
ftreiled, tho* like other powerful Friends, 
he is not always ready to give his A1&* 
fiance to thofe who want it mod. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Containing a vtryjirange Incident. 

WHEN the Hufband and Wife wen 
alone, they again talked over the 
News which the Serjeant had brought ; on 
■which Occafion, Jmelia did all flie could to 
conceal her own Fears, and to quiet thofe 
of her Hufband. At laft (he turned the 
Convcrfation to another Subjedt, and poor 
Mrs. Bennet was brought on the Carpet. 

• I Ihould be forry,' cries Amelia, * to find 
' I had conceived an AfFeftion for a bad 
' Womani and yet I begin to fear Mrs. El- 
' lifon knows fomething of her more than 

* fhe cares to difcover i why elfe ftiould (he 

• be unwilling to be feen with her in Pub- 

* lie ? Bcfides, I have obferved that Mrs. 
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* Nay, my dear/ cries B^oSby * I know 

* no more of her, nor indeed hardly fo 
< much as yourfelf. But this I chink, that 

* if Mrs. ElUfon knows any Reafon why 

* Ihe ihould not have introduced Mrs. Ben- 

* net into your Company, (he was very 

* much in the -wrong in introducing her 

* into it/ 

In Difcourfes of this kind they pad the 
Remainder of the Evening. In the Morn- 
ing Booth Tofe early, and going down Stairs 
received from little Betty a fealcd Note, 
which contained the following Words : 

Beware^ beware^ beware^ 
For I apprehend a dreadful Snare 
Is laid for virttlous Innocence ^ 
Under a Friend* s falfe Pretence^ 

Sooth immediately enquired of the Girl 
•who brought this Note, and was told it 
came by a Chairman, who having delivered 
it deparied without faying a Word. 

• He was extremely ftaggered at what he 
read, and prefently referred the Advice to 
the fame Affair on which he had received 
thofc Hints from Atkinfon the preceding 

Evening \ 
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Evening ; but when he came to confider 
the Words more maturely, he could not fo 
well reconcile the two latt Lines of thii 
poetical Epiftle, if it may be fo called, 
with any Danger which the Law gave him 
Reafon to apprehend. Mr. A^rpbf and 
his Gang could not well be faid to attack 
either hts Innocence or Virtue ; nor did they 
attack him under any Colour or Pretence 
of Friendlhip. 

After much Deliberarion on this Matter, 
a very ftrange Sufpicion came into his 
Head ; and this was, that he was betrayed 
by Mrs. Ellifon. He had for fome time 
conceived no very high Opinion of that 
good Gentlewoman, and he now began to 
fufpeft that fhe was bribed to betray him. 
By this means he thought he could beft ac- 
count for the ftrange Appearance of the 
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This Sufpicion was indeed prepoftcrous, 
and not at all warranted by, or even con- 
ri&tnt with the Charafter and whole Beha* 
viour of Mrs. Ellifon ; but it was the only 
one which at that time fuggefted itfelf to 
his Mind -, and however blameable it might 
be, it was certainly not unnatural in him 
to entertain it: for fo gFeat a Torment 
is Anxiety to the human Mind, that we 
always endeavour to relieve ourfelves from 
it, by Gucffes however doubtful or uncer- 
tain *, on all which Occafions Diflike and 
Hatred are the furefl: Guides to lead our 
Sufpicion to its Objeft. 

When Jmelia rofe to Breakfaft, Booth 
produced the Note which he had received, 
laying, * my Dear, you have fo often blamed 

* me for keeping Secrets from you, and I 

* have fo often indeed endeavoured to con- 

* ceal Secrets of this Kind from you with 

* fuch ill Succefs, that, I think, I (ball 

* never more attempt it.' Amelia read the 
Xietter haftily, and feemed not a little dif- 
compofed ; then turning to Booth with 
a very difconfolate Countenance fhe faid, 

* fure Fortune takes a Delight in terrifying 

* us ! what can be the Meaning of this ?'— ^ 
Then fixing her Eyes attentively on the 

"2 Paper, 
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Paper, (lie 'perufed it for fome time, till 
Booth cried ' Hofr is it poffible, my 

* Emily, you can read fuch Stuff patiently ! 

* The Verfes arc certainly as bad as ever 

* were written.' * I was trying, my Dear,' 
anlwered fhe, ' to rccolIcA the Hatid ; iot 

* I will take my Oath, I have feen it be- 

* fore, and that very lateIy*-!-and fuddcnly 
flie cried out with great Emotion, I re- 
member it perfeftly now ' It is Mrs. 

' Benners Hand. Mrs. Ellifon (hewed me 

* a Letter from her but a Day or two ago. 

* It is a very remarkable Hand, and I am 

* pofitive it is hcr's.' 

* If it be her's,' cries Booth, ' what can 

* fhc pofTibly mean by the latter Fart of 

* her Caution ? Sure Mrs. EllifoH hath no 
' Intention to betray us.' 
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Booth made not the leaft Objedion to his 
Wife's Defign. His Curiofity was indeed 
as great as her's, and fo was his Impatience 
to fatisfy it, tho* he mentioned not this his 
Impatience to Amelia \ and perhaps it had 
been well for him if he had. 

Amelia therefore prefently equipped her- 
felf in her walking Drefs, and leaving her 
Children co the Care of her Huiband, made 
all jpoffible Hafte to Mrs. Bennetts Lodgings. 

Amelia waited near five Minutes at Mrs^ 
Bennei^^ Door, before any one came to open 
it ; at length a Maid-Servant appeared, who 
being afked if Mrs. Betmet was at home,^ 
a^fwered with iomt Confufion in her Coun- 
tenance, that (he did not know ^ * bqt. Ma- 
dam, feid (he, * if you will (end up your 
^ Name ; I will go and fee/ Amelia then 
told her Name, and the Wench, after (lay- 
ing a confiderable Time, returned and ac- 
quainted her that Mrs. BenneS was at home. 
Sbe was then ufhered into a Parlour, and tokt 
that the Lady would wait on her prefently. 

In this Parlour, Amelia cooled her Heels, 
4S the Phrgfe is, Aear a Quarter of an Hour. 
jSbe feemcd indeed at this Time, in the 

miferable 
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miferable Situation of one of thofe poor 
Wretches, who make their Morning Vifiu 
to the Great, to folicit Favours, or per- 
haps to folicit the Payment of a fiebc : 
for both are alike treated as Beggars, and 
the latter fometimes confidered as the more 
troublefome Beggars of the two. 

During her Stay here, Amelia obferved 
the Houfe to be in great Confufion j a great , 
BiiUle was heard above Stairs, and the Maid 
ran up and down fcveral Times in a great 
Hurry. 

At length Mrs. Sennet herfelf came in. 
She was greatly difordered in her Looks, 
and had, as the Women call it, huddled on 
. her Cloaths in much Hafte ; for in truth, 
. Ihe was in Bed when Amelia firfl: came. Of 
this I'aft fhe informed her, as the only 
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* early Rifcr; but I happened accidentally 

• to fit up very late laft Night. I am fure 

♦ I had little Expeftation of your intending 

* me fuch a Favour this Morning.* 

Amelia looking very ftedfaftly at her, 
faid. * Is it poflible. Madam, you ihould 

* think fuch a Note as this would raife no 

* Curiofity in me ? * She then gave her 
the Note, alking her if flie did not know 
the Hand. 

Mrs. Bennet appeared in the utmoft Sur- 
prize and Confufion at this Inftant. Indeed 
\i Amelia had conceived but the flighteft 
Sufpicion before, the Behaviour of the Lady 
ivould have been a fufficient Confirmation to 
her of the Truth, She waited not therefore 
for an Anfwer, which indeed the other feem- 
ed in no hafte to give ; but conjured her in 
the mod earneft Manner, to explain to bcr 
the Meaning of fo extraordinary an Aft of 
Friendfhip : ' For fo,* faid (he, * I efteem 

• it i being convinced you muft haVe fufE- 

• cient Reafon for the Warning you have 
^ given me.* 

Mrs. Bennet after fbme Hefitation, an- 
fwered. ' I need not, I believe, tell you 

* how 
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* how much I am furprized at what you 

* have fhewn me, and the chief Reafoti 
' of my Surprize is ; how you came to 

* difcover my Hand. Sure, Madam, you 

* have not fiiewn it to Mrs. EUi/an.' 

Amelia declared fhe had not ; but defired 
fliu would queftion her no farther. ' Whit 

* fignifies how I difcovered it, fince your 
' Hand it certainly is ? ' 

' I own it is,' cries Mrs. Bemiet, reco- 
vering her Spirits, ' and fince you have 
' not (hewn it to that Woman, I am fatif- 

* fied. I begin to guefs now whence you 

* might have your information ; but no 
' jT/attcr, I wifti I had never done any 

* thing of which i ought to be more aflia- 

* med. — No one can, I chirk, juftly accutc 

* me of a Crime on that account -, and I 
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• tcr ; but I am furc you have not the 
^•llcaft Reafon to be afhamed of it. On 
the contrary, your Behaviour on fo me- 
lancholy an Occafion was highly Praife- 
worthy -, and your bearing up under fuch 
Affliftions, as the Lofs or a Hufband 
* in fo dreadful a Situation, was truly great 
^ and heroical.* 



* So Mrs. Elli/on then hath fhewn you 
my Letter ?* cries Mrs. Bennei eagerly. 



« 
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^ ' • Why, did not you guefs it yourfdf ? * 
■^ -anfwered Amelia^ ' otherwife I am fure 1 
have betrayed myHonour in mentioning it, 
I hope you have not drawn me inadver- 
tent into any Breach of my Promife. Did 
you not aflfert, and that with an abfolute 
' * Certainty, that you knew ihe had fhewn 
' • me. your Letter, and that you was not 

* aiigry with her for fo doing ? * 

* I am fo confufed,* replied Mrs. Ben^ 
net J ' that I fcarce know what I fay ; yes, 

* yes, I remember I did fay fo I wifli 

* I had no greater Reafon to be angry with 
' her than that.* 

* For Heaven's fake,' cries Amelia^ * do 

* not delay my Requeft. any longer ? What 
I * you 
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' you fay now greatly increafes my Curio- 
' fity, and my Mind will be on the Rack 

* till you difcDver your whole Meaning; 
» for I am more and more convinced, tkt 

* fomcthing of the utmoft Importance was 

* the Purport of your Mcflage.' 

' Of the utmoft Innportance indeed,* cries 
Mrs. Bennet, ' at leaft you will own my Ap- 
' prehenfions were fufficiently well founded 

* — O gracious Heaven, how happy (hall I 

* think myfelf, if I fhouid have proved 
' your Prefervation ! I will indeed explain 

* my Meaning! but in order to difclofe all 
' my Fears m their juft Colours, I muft 
» unfold my whole Hiftory to you. Can 

* you have Patience, Madam, to liften to 

* the Story of the moft unfoitunate of Wo- 




At the Univerlal-Regifter-Office, op- 
poiite to CeciUStreet in the Strand^ 

ESTATES and Hooics, cidicr to be Sold or 
Letty in any Pan of Great- Briudm ; Lodgings to 
be Lett, either in Town or Coontry. Perpetual Ad- 
vowibns and next PrcTentations. Offices either civil 
or military. Money to be lent on all Kinds of Secu- 
rity, fix>m I go/, to icocoo/. Annuities to be bought 
and fold. Inforances on Lives, Ships, and Merchan- 
dizes, Curiofities, and Animals of all Kinds, ifc, 

Mafters in all the Aits and Sciences ; Apprentices 

I in all Trades ; and Servants in all Capacities are re- 

^flered ; and a vaft Variety to be heard of at this 

I 

' Noffy This Office correfponds with "that in DMn ; 
and will (hortly open an Office at the Comer of Com- 
hilly next to BiJhopfgaie'Street, And the Public are 
defired to take Notice, that all other Ojfces are Coun- 

* ierfeitsy and have no Correipondence with us. 

All Perfons, who intend to take in The Covent- 
Garden Journal, which will be certainly pub- 
lifhed on Saturday the 4th of January next, Price 3^/. 
are defired to fend their Names, and Places of Abode, 
to the above Office, oppofite Cecil-Street in the Strand. 
And the faid Paper will then be delivered at their 
Hoofes, 
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